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INTRODUCTION, 


HEN Gov hath given à People, a fruit- 
ul and pleaſant Land, that richly abounds 


of a Wiſe and Beneficent Creator; having put it in 
the Power of bis Reaſonable Creatures to be Happy, 
if They will themſelves take Courſes for it. —- There- 
fore, if, after This, any numerous Body of the Com- 
munity are in extreme Want and Miſery, the Fault 
muſt lie at the Door of the Commonwealth it/elf. Ii 
muſt be owing, either, to ſome Defects in the Conſtitu- 
tion, to Oppreſſion practiſed, or ill Policy purſued, 
by Thoſe in the Adminiſtration of the Government ; 10 
Corruption or Negligence in Magiſtrates and Under- 
Officers ; to Luxury in ibe Rich, or Hard Dealing by 
Them towards the Poor; or laſtly, to Vice and Di 
orderly Habits in the Poor Thempelves ; I ſay, after 
Providence hath extended its Bounty to 4 Nation, in 
Jo beneficent a Manner, it muſt be owing io ſome, or 
all, of thoſe Cauſes, if any conſiderable Part of the 
People is in Penury. 

That the Poor of this Nation are, within Half a 
Century paſt, greatly encreaſed, is viſible and acknow- 


ledged by every objerving Perſon ; and not only ſo, but 


is felt from Heavy Poor Rates in almoſt every Pariſh. 
This Proviſion for thoſe who.fall into Want, is Wale, 


Humane and Juſt ; and therefore well becomes the 
$43 A2 bene 


with all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
"* of Life, He hath certainly done the Part 
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ick Spirit that ought always to-prefide 
in 4 Free People, and to influence all their Actions. 
But however, This Burthen, added to our other Pariſh- 
Rates, and the immenſe Publick Taxes, added to 
Theſe; All together, are ſuch Spiinges upon a Mid- 
2 Vulturs preying continually on its 
Entrails, as have already brought many an Honeſt, 
Induſtrious Family, that heretofore lived comfortably, 
and bad ſomething io ſpare to belp their Poor Neigh- 


bours too ; firſt, to Mortgage, next, to Sell, their 


Eſtates ; and 7 forced Them to go and aſk Relief, 
y * „ 


where they formerly gave it. wy 
I think farther, it is too probable, that both the 


Number and Miſeries of our Poor, are more like to 
be encreaſed, than diminiſhed, in Time to come. The 


Low Price which the Produce of our Lands in gene- 


ral bave ſold at for ſeveral Years, bas reduced 


a great many Farmers to Poverty, who, after 
their Stocks bave been ſeized by their Landlords for 
Rent, are forced to work for their Bread, and have 
of late pretty much increaſed the Number of our Work- 


ing People. Indeed, this Cheapneſs of Commodities 


has made Them the better able to get Bread, with but 
Half Work enough, and even That at a Low Price. 
Now, ſuppoſe, the Price of the Productions of our 
Lands ſhould fink, and continue low, ſtill more Far- 


mers muſt be Ruined, or their Landlords Fall their 
Rents ; but if, on the contrary, the Neceſlaries of 


k Life ſhould grow Dearer, the Poor, who want Work, 
' , muſt ſtarve, or come to the Pariſh ; in either of which 
u, Caſes, the Landed Man is ſure to be the Sufferer, at 
i tze ſame time that our Publick Taxes are as High as 
L P ever, 10 Drain bis Pocket that Way : So that except 
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Trade can be made to Revive, the Cheapneſs of 
Things will only put off the Evil Day the longer, and 
being a Means to reduce more People to Poverty, will 


make it fall the Heavier at laſt. 


On 
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the Nereſſaries of Life Cheap or Dear, muſt mate a 


more deplorable Havoc among Middling Traders, 


than among "Thoſe whoſe Dependance is on Land; be- 


cauſe They feel. the immediate Effetts of it. As Trade 


takes its Wings and flies away to Nations who uſe it in 
a more friendly Manner, and load it with the fewer 
Impoſts, which are centrary to its Genius, and the 
greateſt Enemies of its Proſperity, Their Livelihood 
muſt of Neceſſity fink,” with the only Means they have 
to gain it, and their little Subſtance will ſoon be ſpent, 
when it comes to be the laſt and ſole Support of Families, 
that have been uſed to live in a Creditable, Handſome 
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Manner; and who, perbaps, in Hopes of better 


Times, break in upon their Capital Stock, even be- 
fore they decreaſe their Trade, through an Unwilling- 
neſs to let a Cenſorious World ſee their approaching Ruin 
before it comes upon Them. v3 5 
Not, that the large Annual Drainings out. of our 
Eſtates by Taxes, and the Decay of Trade, are the 
only Cauſes of this Poverty. A Virtuous People can 
newer be Miſerable, nor Poor neither, in ſuch a Senſe 


as includes Penury, and Want of the Neceſſaries of 


. Life ; which is the Poverty we here mean, and which 
now affiifts, and threatens ſtill more to affiift, the com- 
mon People of this Nation: Nor, can a Vicious Na- 

tion long abound in Happineſs or Wealth: For, theſe 

Bleſſings grow and can flouriſh, only, in the Field of 
Virtue, and in a Country where True Religion, Or- 

der and Liberty are eſtabliſhed, and their Principles 
fteadily kept to. Therefore, together with thoſe juſt men- 

| tioned, the Vices of the People Themſelves, and the 

Negligence of Magiſtrates and Officers in the Execu- 
tion of thoſe Good Laws, which the Wiſdom of Par- 
liament bath provided to Diſcountenance and Puniſh 

. Vice, and promote Virtue in its Place, and ſome other 

Things, which we ſhall ſpeak of hereafter, are like- 
wiſe Caules of the Poverty and Miſery of our People, 


and 


On the other band; The: Decreaſe of Trade, lh X X 


ond 1 humbly think, fo many portentous P that 
this Evil is lite 10 _ "eat, creat iy Gin 0 
A. tothe Preſent State of our Poor People, nothing 

| ae more their Increaſe and Miſeries, and the great 
Burthen they are become to Landed Eſftates, than the 
or great Number of Work- houſes jet up within our Me- 
in Towns and Populous Places : . And above all, 


72 Vibe Bill late! brought into Parliament, for Them to be 
> all ſent to Work-houles, built and furniſhed at an im. 
 amenſe Expence, as faſt as they become chargeable to any 
$ i, — ar prin far ſuch a Scheme is conſiſtent with the 
24<Labernes of @ Free People, 5 would anſwer its De. 
fign, 1 Gall conſider preſently. But it is. however, 
1 certain, tbat This ſpeaks in @ moſt affecting Manner, 
\ be s of a Nation, filled with vicious, idle, 
diſſolute Poor; and f Landed Men, groani — 
) der the Burthen of an Expence they can hardly 
ö that is, in other Words, the Complaints of great Mut. 
vitudes of our Fellow-Chriſtians, Countrymen, and 
Poor Ne ighbours, in. /uch an unhappy Condition of 
Mind, Body and Eſtate, as will not fail, I chari- 
tably hope, of exciting the Compaſſion of all People of 
—_ A Minds, fofar as, by all poſſible Ways, to la- 
bour towards the R of pu preſent, and the Pre- 
vention of their future Evils! 
=. As to the Scheme of putting the Poor into Work- 
: 7 Houſes, the following Objections do naturally ariſe to 
it; which, altho*. we ſhall, without enlarging on them, 
comprehend in as few Words as poſſible, yet ſeem to be 
i * * jog 
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—— great Weight, and to deſerve the moe atten- 
federation. 

Firſt, — Civil Society pre- ſuppaſes an original 

Contract, or reciprocal Agreement between all its par- 

tiaular Members, Rich and Poor; not only: that they 

Fall contribute their joint Powers towards their com- 

mon Defence; for then, the Rich only, would be 


Gainers by Society ; dur olſo, that they „ 
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each other with the common Comforts of Life, the 
folideſt and moſt valuable of which are, the Aſſi- 
ſtance and Converſation, in 4 ar; Fn Way, of 
Parents; Children, Relations, and Friends, who are 
a little Society, eſtabliſhed by Divine Wiſdom and 
Providence in every great One of the Common-wealth ; 
with thoſe Rights, mutual-Enjoyments, and Duties, 
the Confinement of a Work-bouſe, ſeems inconſiſtent : 


"IN | 

Secondly, To be taken from our Home, from our 
neareſt and deareſt Relations and Friends, carried, it 
may be, to ſeveral Miles Diſtance, and there confined 
in a Work-houſe, as in a Priſon; let it be called 
what ſoft Name is will, is really a Puniſhment; nay, 
next to Death and Tranſportation, the greateſt Pu- 
niſoment.that is commonly inflifted on Criminals. This 
Puniſhment being indiſcriminately inflitted. on all, for 
xo Crime, but only, the Misfortune of being Poor, 
ſeems agreeable with neither Charity or Juſtice, nor 
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defen/ible from the Law of Gor, the Dictates of 


Reaſon, or the common Right of ſociate Members. 
Let any rich Perſon bat at himſelf in the Calm of 
bis Thoughts; Should I be willing to be ſerved fa, 
if I was poor ? and be will want no greater Reaſon 
to convince him, than what will come from the Au- 
ſwer of his own Conſcience ! 
"Thirdly, As the general Trade of the Nation would 
receive no new Encouragement or Encreafe from it, if 
the Eſtabliſoment of Work-houſes ſhould draw the chief 
Part of the Trade e have remaining, into them, (as 
I have heard ſome judicious Gentlemen apprehend )they 
would, according to the vulgar Proverb, Rob Peter 
to pay Paul; that is, take the Work out of the 
Hands, and by it, the Bread out of the Mouths of 
other Poor, who now ſubſiſt without the Help of a 
Pariſh, by their own Induſtry and Labour; Which, 
Fourthly, Would continually. bring ſo many poor 
People into our Work-bouſes ; That, beſides the great 
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Tegzence of ſetting them up at firf, Tin would per- 
| 2 the Burt ben, to enlarge them from time to time, 
to receive ſtill greater Numbers. Many a' Cottage 
may be depopulated, many an Houſe' tand void, 
und rentleſs 20 the Landlord, whilſt he is paying his 
"Quota to a Rate for enlarging the Work-houſe, 10 re. 

*cerve bis Tenant, and providing Materials for his 
Murk: Fur, tis proper here, to take Notice, that let 
an Act of Parliament limit a pariſh Rate to wha 
ſmall Sum it will, except it provides otherwiſe for ex- 

kraordinary Expence, the Limitation cannot be ke 

a, and will be only an Occaſion of Diſputes': An In- 

Fance of which wwe have in the Statute of 3 and 4 of 
W. and M. which' Enafts, That a Highway Rate 
hall not exreed Six Pence in the Pound; notwith- 

Jtanding which,” there are numberleſs Inſtances where 

+heRoads are ſo bad, that Juſtices are obliged io allow 

[ That in two Rates, which they are prohibited doing 
1 mn One. And by Parity of Reaſon, it will be the 
i ame in This, aud in every Caſe, where the Law 
limits ibe Expence of Uncertain Contingencies. 
©» Laſtly, Aube was tbis Scheme to take Place, the 
Conftitution f Guardians choſen by Ballot, ſeems to be 
the moſt excellent Part of it; yet, I cannot but be 
humbly of Opinion, that, to leave the Choice wholly 
zo the Lot, would be much better, than to give ihe 
Juſtices @ Power to ſtrite out à Third Part of them, 

"which is, properly ſpeaking, to give them a Pater to E 

"model the Corporation, as they think fit. Fo cbuſe Per- 9 
ſons. of Truſt by Lot, is 10 refer the Choice of them 
wholly to Providence; why then fhall we ſubtract 
ourſelves from under Gop's Providence, to refer ihe 

Care of our Affairs to Men? Beſides, was ſuch a 

Modelling Power proper, it muſt appear to all judi- 
cious Perſons, 10 be improperly placed in Juſtices of 
Peace, conſidering how much their Fellow-SubjeCts 
lie at their Mercy already, till ſome proper Regulations 

are made, in — to fill the Coramiſſion mo Gen- 

| temen, 
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Hemen, whoſe Virtues render them every Way equal 
to a Truſt; which ſo great a Number of Statutes, the 
Execution of which is veſted, in Them, bath rendered ſo 
important 10 this Nation. a 

Beſides, I can ſee no Reaſon that can poſſibly incline a 
Chriſtian and a Free Society, 10 cut off its poor, im- 
potent Members from the common Comforis of Life, by 
puiting Them into a State of Confinement, before they 
give them a Maintenance, rather than 4. ſing. Them at 
their reſpective poor Habitations, and leaving Them 
Free in their unfortunate Poverty, except it be, that they 
have contrafted vicious and idle Habits, and do not 


contribute as they are able, and ought to do, N Work 


Ee Induſtry, 10 the Support of Society, and the Main- 
tenance of Themſelves and Families For, an induſtrious 
Perſon, as He labours more chearfully, ſo will labour 


: > harder, when at Liberty, than Confined. And an 2 


Old, Impotent, or Sick Perſon, or à Child, wants no 
more Cloatbing, Victuals, or Attendance, when left to the 
Care of that Poor Family in which G O D and Nature 
bave placed him, than if ſnatched away from their 
Arms, and put to the Care of Thoſe, who, as they have 

no Ties of Natural Affection, may ſometimes want, even, 


Humanity towards them. 


It is, indeed, a la mentable Truth, that many of our 


Poor are degenerated into ſuch a wretched State of Pra- 


vity, that they ſeem to have little Senſe of Labouring 


to get their Livelihood ; and becauſe they know their 


Parifhes are bound hy Law to keep them, are diſpoſed 
to throw themſelves wholly on a Pariſh : Alas ! it is the 
Lazineſs, Drunkenneſs, Debauches, and almoſt every 
Kind of Vice, to which great Numbets of our Poor Peo- 


ple are deplorably addicted, that hath weaned the Af 


fection of many ſober, induſtrious, well-meaning Peo- 
ple from them, and gained the greateft Part of the Fa- 
vourers of the Work-houſe Scheme. That ſomething 
is neceſſary to be done in ſuch a Caſe, is very cer- 
tain ; but in our humble Opinion, the only Way to do 


real Service to the Publick in it, is Io begin with enqui- 
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follow; iſt, The Publick Taxes ; 


ring into the true Original Cauſes of the Evil. For the 
Effect can never ceaſe, till the Cauſe is taken away. 


Remedies may, indeed, be propoſed ; but if they are 


ſuch as will not go to any one Root of the Evil complain- 
ed of, *tis certain, they will fail of the Good Effe& 
propoſed. | 

We ſhall for this Reaſon, in the Firſt Part of the fol- 
lowing Tract, enter into an impartial Enquiry into 
-the Grand Cauſes. of the preſent Poverty and Diſ- 
orders, ſo juſtly complained of, among the Common 
People of this Kingdom ; which, as they as naturally 
2dly, The 
Luxury of the Age; —— 3dly, The Abſence of 
our Great Men from their reſpective Countries; 
4thly, Corruption at Elections z — 57hly, Depriving 
Poor People of Paſture in Waſtes and Commons. 
bthly, Negligence in Apprenticing Poor Children 
u, Not forcing idle People to Services, and 
neglecting to puniſh little Crimes; — And, 8thly, 
The Great Number of Ale-houſes : I ſay, as Publick 
Poverty and Diſorders as naturally follow theſe Things, 


as Rivulets flow from their Fountains ; We hall proceed 


to make our Enquiry, under ſo many ſeveral Heads. 
From hence, I believe, it will appear, that the only 
Sure, and Wiſeſt Way, to raiſe the Lower Sort of Peo- 
ple above their preſent Pravity, Poverty and Depreſ- 
ſion, will be, by means of ſome much-wanted Regula- 
tions in the Commonwealth, to: reduce our People into 
better Order, and to uſe proper Ways to inſpire them 
with a higher Senſe of their Duty to GOD and MAN, 
and to revive our Trade. For this End, we have, in 
the Second Part, preſumed to add Three Propoſals : 
Firſt,” For the general Education of Children; Second- 
ly, For the Prevention and Diſcovery of Criminals 3 
And, Thirdly, For raiſing the Supplies of the Govern- 
ment, without ſubjecting our Trade and Commerce to 
any Incumbrances.— On theſe important Subjects, we 
do not pretend to have advanced any thing, but what 


 eught to undergo the Scrutiny and Amendment of better 


Judges, 


_ TFT 7. 
Judges, before it is eſtabliſhed ; and only wiſh, it may 
* excite ſuch, to propoſe what is more perfect. For Theſe, 
as they ſtrike at the very Roots of our preſent Evils, 
are the chief Ways wherein Real Good can be done our 
Country. 

If the Freedom or Manner we have taken to treat of 
theſe Things, ſhould be unacceptable to any, becauſe it 
lays open the Pernicious Meaſures, V ices, Oppreſſions, 
A eglects of Publick Duty, &c. which have brought 
1 the Common People to this miſerable State, we ſhall be 
heartily ſorry for it ! —— I wiſh their Condition was 
either ſo Happy as not to need ſuch Enquiry, or, that 
their Miſery and Diſorders were owing to other Cauſes | 
But as a Man owes bis very Being and Preſervation, 
under G O D, to his Country, it is certainly his Duty, 
as far as be is able, to diſcover the Cauſes of any Evil 
which do either afflit, or threaten ber; and to omit it, 
through the ſervile Impulſes of Fear or Flattery towards 
any, would be, to be governed by ſuch a' contemptible 
Meanneſs of Spirit, as would render him unworthy to 
partake of the Bleſſings of a Free Country, or of the 


common Benefit of Society, the Protection of Govern- 
ment and Laws, 


005404 24444085 i. 

umi 
Aim; 

— — — = 

* — 


We. 


* 
. 
F 4 
4 
hy 
b it as 
_ -” 


CI. 


The Heavy Publick Taxes, a Principal Cauſe of Po- 
| werty: Their pernicious Effetts to People, both, 
in the Landed, and Trading Intereſts. The Na- 
ture of Commerce,, and its Importance to this Na- 
tion the Neteſſity of giving it all poſſible Encou- 
ragement at this Time; the great Diſcourggement to 


Trade, and the Huriful Conſequences of Taxes on 
Commadities conſidered. * 
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444%, H E exceſſive Luxury introduced into this Nation, 
60017 during the Reign of King Charles the Second, 

D T 28% which corrupted the frugal Habits of the laſt Age, 
FJ and mightily altered the Genius of this Nation for 


the worſe, was but an il|-boding Preparation for 
the immenſe Expence which Great-Britain was put to, in the 


Great War that immediately followed' the Revolution ; and 
which ſhe was, without Diſpute, under an abſolute Neceſſity 
of engaging in, for the Preſervation of her own, and of the 
Liberties of Europe. | | 

When a Var becomes neceſſary, it is alſo neceſſary to de- 
fray the Charges of it, by extraordinary Taxes; and if theſe | 
fall ſhort, to contract National Debts. But, when Men al- Ns , 
ready liveup to t op of their 7zcomes, to maintain Luxury 
and Extravagance, the Acceſſion of every new Tax, is a new. 
unknown, and unforeſeen Drain of Money, which they are 


forced 
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forced to.raiſe, by contracting private Debts, n 


af © 7 aa 
mortgaging their 


Eftates, or racking their Tenants: For Luxury, when once 


embraced, is commonly 20 dear an Object to effeminate Souls, 


to be parted with at any Rate whatever; and oft puts People 
upon Courſes that ate ruinous to their own Families, or, to 
prevent that Ruin, eruel to others, in Order to feed its inſa- 
tiable Vanity This, therefore, was but an un happy Di/- 
poſition for a People to be in, when a Neceſſity ſoon came on 
for them to be loaded with all the Taxes, which could almoſt 
be invented. And, hence, :Debts, Mortgages, Sale of their 
Eftates, and, in fine, Poverty, have been to many a once cre- 


_ ditable and ſubſtantial Family, the fatal Conſequences of the 


publick Taxes, added to their own Luxury, 

Now, as Nature dictates to every one the Principle of Sely- 
preſervation, it is natural for every Perſon, if, of Himſelf, 
and another, ON E muſt ſuffer, to ſhift off, if he can, the 
fuffering Part, from himſelf, to his Neighbour. — Hence, 
too many of our Landed Men have found out the Way, t 
make their Tenants bear the Burthen, which was originally >” 


A deſigned to lie upon themſelves, by raifing the Fines and Renis 


upon their Eſtates; through Means of which, Tenants are 
'forced to pay a double Share of Taxes, (viz.) their own ; 
having no Underlings on whom they can ſhift it off. and 
their Landlords, in the Advancement of their Fines and 
Rents, By theſe continual Drainings, many Copy and Leaſe- 
Holders for Lives, have been diſabled from renewing ; and 
ſo, their ancient Patrimony hath fallen into the Lord's Hands; 
whilſt, on the other Side, great Numbers of Farmers, their 
Rack-Rents, allowing them to lay up but little in Store in 
dear Times, on every little Turn of Cheapneſs of Corn, Cattle, 
Wool, Sc. are reduced to the calamitous Neceſſity of ſeeing 
their Szecks ſeized, for their Landlord's Rent. — By theſe 
Means, together with that Luxury, and other common Vices, 
from which, alas! No Sort of People are, at this Time, 
exempt ; the Country Folks, who formerly lived comfortably, 
and in Credit, upon mean Fortunes, in theſe two Ways, have 
been for a good while generally declining, decreaſing, and 
great Numbers of Families brought to Poverty. | 


But theſe Evils, which the Immenſity of the publick Taxes & 


brings, or, at leaſt, helps more than any thing elſe, to bring 
upon the lower Sort of People in the landed Intereſt, are ſmall * 
in Compariſon of thoſe that ariſe from the ſame Cauſe, to the 
Nation in general, and particularly, to her Trade; and are 
chiefly owing to the pernicious Method of collecting the- 
greateſt Part of them; I mean, to Cu/tams and Exciſes. 


To 
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ißt 
To enumerate Theſe, remount to their ſeveral Cauſes, and 
ſhew all their unavoidable vil Effects, would be to write an 
Eſſay on Trade and Merchandiſe, too voluminous to be in- 
ſerted within the narrow Limits of this Tract: And beſides, 
bath been done already in a much better Manner than we can 
reſume to attempt to do it, by abler Pens. We ſhall there- 
ore, after having ſhewn in general, the great Bleſſings ar Bing 
to any Nation from a flouriſhing Trade, and how abſolutely 
neceflary it is, that Great Britain ſhould, at this Time, uſe 
all poſſible Ways to preſerve Her's, briefly ſhew the bad Con- 
ſequences of thoſe Methods of Taxation, in a few Inſtances 


only. 
| The Bleſſings of Trade, are unqueſtionably very great to x 
any Country, where it is duly encouraged and made to flou- Fial 
ilk. It is Trade that encourages Manufacture and Induſtry ; 
it tranſports all the ſuperfluous Produce of the Country which X 
is made its Seat, and brings Home in Exchange, not only all 
the Neceſſaries and Conueniencies of Life, from the moſt di- x 
= 4ſtant Climates, but makes all the Riches of this terreſtrial 4 ll 
Globe, in a Manner, to flow and center in her, Nay, * © , 
Trade hath rendered, even depopulated Places, full of Peo- 
ple, and made many a poor, barren Country, opulent and N 
abounding in all Things. Plenty of Proviſions, Apparel, 
Gold, Diamonds, and whatever elſe the Earth produces, is by \- 
= it brought Home to the Doors of a trading People. And, as 
© Riches, when not thrown away on the baſe Implements of * 
*XZ Luxury and Corruption, but made a wiſe and viriuous Uſe 
of, are the Sinews of War; for that Reaſon, Trade, which 
procures Theſe, procures alſo Power, and military Strength VN | 
and Reputation abroad; and has frequently cauſed a People 
of ſmall Territory to be equally formidable with latge Em- L 
Pires. 
But, to obtain, or ſecure all theſe great Advantages to her- 
elf, a Nation muſt give all poſſible Encouragement to Trade; X 
and conſidering how truly valuable they are, it is not only very 
* mpolitick, but it is unjuſt and ungrateful, not to do it. \ 
There is not a Thing in the World of à more nice and de- 6, 
licate Taſte, than the Spirit of Trade; it can live only with . 
a People, whoſe Liberties are its Protection againſt that Op- 
preſſion and rapacious Violence, which are commonly practiſ- 
ed by abſolute Princes; and where frequent, free, and open * 
Enquiries into corrupt and clandeſtine Practices, are a Guard \ 
to the Fair Adventurer, againſt the vile Arts of Stock-jobbers, — 
and the Frauds and Juggles of Corrupt, voracious Miniſters, 
Trade, therefore, that loves Eaſe and Indulgence, can flou- BY 
riſn and produce its genuine happy Effects, in no Country 


where 


Fg 
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where that Eaſe and Indulgence, which are agreeable with its 
> Nature, are not granted it: And the are nothing elſe but a 
>< FroteCQiion againſt Oppreſſion, by Violence, Frauds, and high 
. Duties, Where TRADE is wiſely had in Confideration enough 
> by the Common- wealth, to obtain this Protection, there it 
reſides, and there it will flouriſh, and enrich the Community. 


NX Orn'the contrary; in Countries where it is ſubjected, or made 


% liable totheſe Hardſhips and Inconveniencies, it takes its Wings 
and flies away, leaving its former Poſſeſſors, to repent at Lei- 
\, ſure, of their cruel Folly, in having, by hard Uſage, forced 
— away the greateſt Bleſſing which a Lind Providence is wont 
to beſtow on its favourite People, and whoſe Departure fills 
every Corner of the Land with Miſery. 1 

8 ERCHANTS, who are the very Heart-Blood of Trade, 


1 X— Quarter of the Globe, are, properly ſpeaking, an indepen- 
=... £ dent Society of Men, (if any are ſo) attached to no particular 
| Country, but ſeek in all the Corners of the Earth, the Cli- 
| mates of Liberty, Eaſe, and Indulgence, we have been ſpeak- 


> If ſome Nations are ſo be/otted as to deny it, they know very 
well, that Commerce, which they bring with them, carries in 
its Boſom ſo many great and ſolid Bleſſings to whatever Coun- 
uy they ſettle in, as will gain the Encouragement they want 
of every wiſe People: For, a wiſe People, will be glad to have 
the Riches of  Merchandize gathered from all Parts of the 
Earth, and lay'd up, and made to center in their own Coun- 


of all the adjacent Fields. 

GREAT-BRITAIN ſeems, on ſeveral Accounts, to have 
J been originally deligned by Providence, to be the Country of 
a free and happy People, and the Seat of a great and flou- 
yy Tithing Trade. Our Anceftors were ſenſible of this; and wiſely 


Nation from it; did all they could to make her ſo. GOD be 
thanked, they ſucceeded in their wiſe and honeſt Endeavours ; 
) and our Country hath been the chief Empory of Commerce, 
as well as the Aſylum of Liberty, for many Tears, I may ſay, 
Ages paſt, ——After what hath been ſaid of Trade in general, 
nd the Experience we have had, I need not reckon up its 
- beppy Effetts : Whoever ſees our Splendor at Home, or con- 
 fiders how potent and formidable we have been to other Na- 
tions, I preſume, will want no farther Conviction. Our 
Neighbours are ſenſible whence it is that our Vealth and 


* that we chiefly owe theſe Advantages which we have over 


to carry it on at the Hazard of Seas and Storms to every 


__— 
eee. 


ing of, agreeable with the Spirit of Trade, which is in them. 


try, as Bees gather into their Hives, the delicious Sweetneſs 1 


fore-ſeeing the many Advantages that would accrue to the 


Power have ariſen to us; they know it is to our Trade, 


them 
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to judge from natural Cauſes, they can never depreſs us, 16 
long as. our. Trade remains; but that, in Proportion as it de- 
creaſes, we ſhall become; of -Courſe, a poor, enfleved, impo- 


tent, and miſerable People! 


\» "Hence it comes, that almoſt every Nation in Europe, 


them. Nor do our natural Enemies want to be told, that 


ſeems to be of late actuated by the Spirit of Trade; and we 


ſee every Country, as it were, in Emulation, eltabliſKin 


uſing all poſſible Ways to open a Door to Trafic at 
Home: Nay, even ab/oluje Princes, whoſe arbitrary Go- 
vernment is, of all Things, the moſt contrary to a trad 
ing Genius, are willing 10 relax the Reins of the beloved 
— Deſpati/ri, and grant the Merchant extraordinary Privileges 
1 in order to encourage Him to ſettle with 


5 
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It is, without Doubt, a Time for this Nation to dou- 
ble her Care to keep her TRADE, when ſhe ſees ſo great 4 
Combination of her Neighbburs and of her Enemies to take 
it from her: It is certainly, a Time when all Party Spirit, 
X Pique, Inflaence, and even Intereſt and Power themſelves, 
ought to give Way, before it is too late, to preſerve this in- 
eſtimable Publick Bleſſing, which, if ever it be taken from her; 
will fink both the Wealth and Power of England th a Tow 
Degree; and which can never be retrieved, but as Trude res 
vives. For this Reaſon; no Englibmen can reflect without 
Sorrow, on the Diſcouragements which Trade hath of late 
Years met with from the Excluſive Privilzges of our Great 
Companies, the Frauds which have in our Time been practi- 
ſed by them; and the Neglect of making open Enquiries td 
puniſh and prevent thoſe Frauds ;. to which might be added, 
the ill Statt of ſome of bur Colonies, the Deprudatibns our 
Merchants have ſuffered, and ſome other Public Mifortunes; 
which have doubtleſs been very diſcouraging to the” Fdir Tra- 
der, and do evidently, tho* undeſignedly, favour theſe Deſigns 
of the Enemies of our Commerce. But, what is rhore thart 
all Theſe, a Damp upon our Trade, becauſe it is a continual 
Load upon it; is, as I have ſaid, the Ciſtoms and Exciſes > 
Some of the pernicious Effects of which, we ſhall now ſtop to 


When a Tax is laid on a Perſon, ot (which we ſhall Mew 


h 
ernment, ſuch a Proportion of whit it brings in to hl 
8 & . Owner, 


Marts and Companies; encouraging Manufactures, and | 
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5 | 7, and on his Pris. _- 
which contributes towards the Supplies of t 


2» 


e ; 2 
Owner, as the Neceſſity of the National Cirtumſtaules require, 
and the Wiſdom of the Legiſſature thinks fit to impoſe, But 
m _ -when, inſtead of This; Taxes are laid on Commodities, which 
Wl : * ate the Materials of Trade and Commerce, it does not, indeed 
tanke the Burthen off the Man, and throw it upon Trade; but 
„ without any Neceſſity, (except it be that Trade is look'd on as 
Wl -' an Enemy that ought to be ſuppreſſed) it lays the Burthen on 
= Y Trade firſt, that, thro its Sides, it may fall at laſt more im- 
"8 perceptibly, but much more heavily,. on the Man, and on his 
Private Eſtate, than it would do, if all theſe Ceremonious In- 
tricacies were laid aſide, and the Tax was impoſed directly on 
the Man, or on his E/ftate, e OW [1s SR, 
The immediate Effect of a Tax on any Commodity, is to 
wu _ taiſe its Price; which is a Diſcouragement to People to ven- 
__ * ture their Subſtance in Trading on it, becauſe, in Proportion 
NN 4 to the Tax, the Trade is rendered more expenſive ; and confe- 
\ quently, as every Commodity is liable to Damage, Lofs, and 
285 85 like Accidents, the Adventurer hazards a greater Part of his 
| ubſtance in it. Befides, a Diſtinction ought always to be 
made between the intrin/ict Worth of a Commodity, and the 
Duty paid on it. A Trader pays both Theſe, when he pa 
the Duty on any Cuſtomed or Eæciſed Goods; thence it aſi 
* on thro” the Retailer's Hands, and is fo much Money ſtill ad- 
vanced to no manner of Gain, being never repaid till it comes 
V to the Conpumyr ; and is then laid out again to put in freſh 
Stock. that, that Part of the Price which pays the Duty, 
* Tike the Talent wrapt in a Napkin, never brings in any Gains 
of Merchandize to the Ozwner, but is a continual dead Weight 
| upon his Hands, and ſerves only to increaſe his Loſs, when he 
1003 falls under any of the Misfortunes common to Men of Bufi- 
J bes. To make out this Dead Weight, the Trader is forced to 
10 take greater Advantages, in vending his Goods; than he could 


X otherwiſe afford to ſell them for; which reſts at laſt on the 
Conſumer, and brings a double Hardſhip on him likewiſe, in 
\ that he not only repays the Tax, but pays the Advantages ta- 
ken by the Seller into the Bargain. 
Once neceſſary ill Conſequence that attends raiſing the Au- 
dual Supplies, by Taxes laid on the Neceſſaries of Life, is, 
X Raifing the Price of Labour, in Proportion, not only to the 
 F Tax, butalſo to the Advantages taken by the Makers, Impot- 
y ters and Venders on that Account. For, Poor Folks cannot 
Live, and therefore er Work, fo Cheap 8 — - 
| ther did before theſe Duties were laid on, or as they could affo 
a. to do, were they taken off. High Wages are, indeed; a fure 
5 Y Sign of a Hauri People ; but in order to de fo, they m 
, Id occakioned folely by the Goodneſs of Trade, and we + 
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_ Proſperity. But when High Mages are occaſioned by High 4 


or a flouriſbing People, that the certain Conſequences are Do- 
— 24 TRADE, and Inirtaſe of POVERTY. For, 


proportionably raiſe the Price af our Home-Manufactures, 


or T9)... 1 
the Reward of our Manufacturers ſuperlor Skill and Workman- 
ip, in the reſpective Branches of it, in which they are em- 1 
— Then High Wages may properly be called the due 
eward of Virtus itſelf, and are really a Sign of National 


4 


Duties, This is ſo far from being a ſure Sign of a good Trede, 


the Duty being not ſo much a Tax on the Poor, as on the Ma- * F 
nufactures they work on, and conſequently on Trade, muft f 


1 


and, together with the other Diſadvantages our Trade lies un- | 
der, enable our Neighbours to under-ſell us at Foreign Markets, ) — 
Another very pernicious Effect of our Cu/foms and Exciſes, —” 


js, the Powers given to the Offters appointed to collect thoſe © * 


Taxes, to enter and ſearch Ships and private Houſes, Which, 


befides that it makes the Myſteries of Trade liable to Inſpection, 
is confeſſed by almoſt every Engli/hman to be ſo far from being X * 
fit to be practiſed in a Free Country, (was it not, as ſome telt c 
us, * 7 ) that it is one of the greateſt Encroachments on 
Private Right and Property, a Diſturbance to even the Do- 
meſtick Happineſs and Repoſe of the Subject, and conſequent- 
ly, one of the moſt ſenſible Badges of Slavery that can he im- 
poſed on him. | | | 

The Laws of Exciſe are a farther, and a particular Source 
of Oppreſſion, peculiar to that Method of Taxation, becauſe 
they deprive a great Part of the Subje#s of England, of that 
moſt Antient and Natural Right of all Engliſbmen, eſtabliſhed 
by Magna Charta, (via.) Trial by Furies, or their Peers; N 
and by eſtabliſhing it in the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, make the Jþ 
King both Pariy and Judge. This Way of Determination 
is, for that Reaſon, no ſmall Step towards a Legal Slavery, 
ſo ſoon as there ſhall ariſe a Prince ſo eat, and a Miniſter fa 


Wicked, as to pervert thoſe Laws, which are deſigned for the 


Subjects Security, into Means to oppreſs them. 

But laying afide theſe Conſideratious, which, nevertheleſs, 
ought to affect us very intimately, as we are by Birth-right, 
and call ourſelves" a Free People, and are bound by Paternat 
Duty and good Conſcience to leave, not the Shadow, but the CO 
Subſtance, of that ineſtimable Bleſſing, LinBerTyY, to our N 
Poſteirty, as we have received it from our Anceſtors: Let us 
conſider the Trouble our Merchants and Traders are put to, 
by the frequent Viſits of theſe Officers, Rummages after con- 
pealed Goods, ſometimes Loſs of Opportunities of Selling - 
thro” their NonAttendance, Zxpente of keeping more Servants. 
on this Account, and a * more ſuch an,, 
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WW. — Inconverientids, and little Vexations; to which they are Nable: 
Wo. All which are ſo many Damps and Fetters upon the Free Spirit 
Wl 2 of Trade, and all tend to drive it away from us. For, it is hot 
adobe espected that Men will undergo extraordinory Hardſhips 
1, x8 Or Exp#ence, and be content with only ordinary Profts. It is 
do ſaſt aod reaſonable, that every Adventurer ſhould be pad 
dot all additional Trouble, Expence and Inconvenience he - 
5 2 m carrying on his Buſineſs, by raiſing the Price of his 
„ 9888 according]y z and I do not doubt but every one takes 
Cate, as near as he can, to do himſelf that Juſtice: The Effects 
s which, to be ſure, are very pernicious, even, as to Goods of 
deen Conſumption; but much worſe as to our Exported Com, 
N Nodities, or Commodities Inported from our Plantations, and 
1 Exporicd afterwards z. becauſe it muſt be attended with railing. 
0 * Þ Their Price, and cgbſequentiy diminiſm our Ehr Thade; 
Thee Dams, whilſt they diſcpurage ſome from 'ventuting = 
iſ — theirSabſtance ina Mercantile Way, and induce Others — 
" _ Withdjaw it from hence, and diſpoſe of it o s to be managed 
With more Eaſe and leſs Hazard, and, perhaps, more Profit 
to themielves, tho' not to the Publick, tend likewiſe to make 
. Merchants forſake us: For, as is alteady faid, the Mer- 
„. chant is Properly ſpeaking, an {zdependent Man, and will 
_ always ſeek to make thok Countries his Refidence, where be 
. can carry on his Trade in the free and moſt advantageous Mi 
Manner, and be in the et e ũh . ³] 
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BbBeſdes this, abe Publick is at a very great Expence to mains 
di a0 almoſt.inftuite Number of '©f#cers,-at high Salaries, 
oe ecclec ihe Taxes Yaiſed by Cuſtems and Eraſe; which, if 

V | he Yearly buppliet ma De-as welt raiſed another Way, without 
. ., Their -4ear-PoughtAlliftance,. is not only, ſo much Money 
Fler given a, butit will follow, that the Oficers thems RK 
mee gte do: many Hands taken off from u/eſul Occupations, 
- _ _ to whichthey would-otherwiſe apply themſelves to their Cum 
. Heneßt ; and, to ſpeak with that Plainneſ which ter 
© © Duty of anEnglibmen reguites in this Caſe, are turned into' + 
[7 << domany Deperdents on the Crown; always ready to ſerve alt 
7 Eton, not only with their own Yates, but with the Infus? 
1 net of hoſe Fexations,; which it will be ir the Power of. an 
% en who may hereafter ariſe in this Nation, to 
oe cte to Traders, in the Execution of their 
[ his is one Inſtance, among others, of an Ouer- 
wi} © Balance of' Power, within a Century paſt, by Degrees:throwts. 4. 
ie Scale on the Side of tbe Crawn ; which, there is too 
pic Reaſon to fear, will in ſome future Time be made ue 
to fu our Parliament with the Creature and fervile De. | 
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To the — Diſaduantages'our Trade lies under om e 
floms and Exkiſes, ought: to de added, the great Temptatrons s 
to diſnioneſt Practices, created ſolely. by theſe High B en 
Commodities; which, altho' they are not ſo direct a Cauſe bf 


Aue 


x- the Increuſe and Miſeries of our POOR, as ſome otheis are 
A 


et, as the fr Trader is hereby under-ſold, to the Hurt of 
his Peade, and the /mpoveriſhment. of his Family; and as dife 
bone and illegal Practices do always generate Paverty,' nos 
thing is ſo proper for us to finiſh our preſent Head of Enquiry 
With, as taking: ſome. Notice of the ill Effecis that have fols © 
71 the Method of railing” the Supplies, by TAX ESO , 
Gonmodities, in regard to-its Natural Children, the numerous , 
7... m oF alan tos 
© Firſt, The High Duties that are laid on Commedities, by 
. raiſing their Proce very much above their real Value, make it 
ſogamfil'a Buline,-to'defraudthe Publick of thoſe Duties 
that the ehre Zatus have not been hitherto found effectual to 
deter Men om committing; a Fim, which theſe Duties 
4hemiſclves ate be wen- See me by creating the T'ewp- 
tation. And truly, there is little reaſonable Probability, that _ 
| - Whilſt the Temptution exiſtsſo ſtrongly, the euer Laws that 
3 can be . nach leſs, that are conſiſtent with the Libenh of | 
= EA 


to be made, will ever be able to ſuppreſs Syluggs * 2 
ling. For where People are bred up toa'Trade, and can gain 
a Livelihood no other Way, immediate. Deaib is not ſa terrible, 9 Ah 15 
2s the ſarving Condition to which they wopld.be reduced, by zit 
aeaving off their illegal PrHff f. 4 


- 


; Secondly,” The Laws already. made againſt Smitzgg lors, altho” 1 
their Audariouſneſs has certainlygiven asjutOccatonforjevers © 
Laws, as can be given in a H²e Country; yer are carned ta. 
I fuch a Rigeur, as make them dangerous; even to 2 VER 
rn. The mating the Intention; of aflifting- in the Rin? — 
ming of: Goods, and carrying Arms forthatP e, Criminal, 1 
= Without any Overt-42 3 the Puniſhments of Impriſanment, ene, 
= @Cranſporiation, and dn Return, Death; and thedargn RE 
+ war ds given to the Informem on Convittionz All together can: 
: | not but be very terrible tothe Zanocent 7- Whocannotburtfores --- 


. IF | fet the great Difficulty: they would labour under 10 juſtify 
N I themſelves againſt the Rerjury of any vile Mirsitb, perhaps, of M 
Wh, | Smugglers ; who out of Melia, Tredchery, or för Litere g ; 
| the Reward, ſhould ſwear they were aſſembled with ſuch. - 
Third, The making Ain, of Aſſault upon Mm, +. 
ttryable in any County of dot only . ES; 
_ Per/ans'10/ exceſſive Expence'and Trouble to defend theme 

_ ſelves iu Counties where their u, nor 4ccuſers, Chatact t 
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_ exfinotbe'known, nor enquired into; but ſeems inconſiſtent 
with the antient and much boaſted Privilege of Engliſomen, 
dt having Fuſlice adminiſter d as their own Doors; and may 

dea ent to extend it hereafter to other Caſes, till it be- 


. 


comes general, . 


Ty; that will upon a Trial, do Faſiice to an Officer of the 
venue; of all the Evil that ow from Taxations on Comme 
die, This is the moſt deplorable! And as it is the higheſt 
Inſtance, both of ¶Miſdom and Goodneſs in a Government, to 
take the Cauſes. of Sin, and Temptations to Crimes, out of 
the People's Way; we cannot but humbly hope, that in due 
Time, the #7/2om of Parliament will take this melancholy 
Hfair into Confideration, and by making ſome Alterations in 
the Method of collecting the Revenue, remove the Cauſe of 
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Luxunv, the fecond Cauſe, of Poverty, Sc. A De- 


Kripiion f Luxury. Difference between it and Ho- 
nourary Diſtinctions, or Hoſpitality; Inſtances of 
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Living 


Par of England. By Luxuries, J think, are to be under 
Rood, all thoſe Superfluities in our Houſes, Dreſs, Fables, 
Diver ſions, Entertainments, Equipages, and in general, in all 


* Dignity,” Happineſs, or Convenience of Thoſe who uſe them, 
—— the Puli; and all Things which are above a Perſon's 
_ Abities.: 3 . 


between the different Orders and Degrees of Perſons in the 
- Common-wealth. For, as it is not only a Debt which every 
Community owes to Men of eminent Pubiich Pirturs, to, 
A DN dear 


laftly ;:If. the People in our Maritime Counties are {0 | 
generally corrupted, that tis impoſſible to find an»Honeff " | 
e; 


it in ſeveral Degrees of People ; the extreme Folly of | 
. #ndulging @ luxurious Appetite : How it leads is 
. Corruption, and deſir 950 Charity and Hoſpitable 9 


(PHE greet lug of the preſent Age which extends t- 
+ ſelf to, and corrupts, all Ranks and Degrees of People. 
3s the/econd gtand Cauſe of the late Increaſe and Miſeries of the _ 


the UJes of Life, which do not make any way for the Honour, 


From this Deſcription of Laxury, tis plain, that-nothi "of 
ought to be accounted Luxurious, which is proper to.diltinguiſh, 
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te ward them for their Services with Tie and Badges of N. 
gour, but even necefſary to preſerve due Subordination in the 
Commonwealth itſelf, that Perſons ſhould be properly diſtin- 
iſhed according to their Qualliiy and Eſtate, rary Di- 
inZions being, as it were, Types and Emblems of Yirtee 
and trus Honour, and excellently adapted to beget and cheriſh 
Principles and Sentiments correſponding to them, and alſo to 
retain the Vulgar in a due Senſe of that Duty which they owe 
their Superiors; for theſe Reaſons, fuch Things as are ſuited to 
_Y Dignity and Eſtate of every one, do not come within out 
Definition of Larurist; becauſe they are the neceſſary Marks 
of theſe Honourery' Diftinaions; and may conſiſt very well 
with the innocent Enjoy ment and good Uſe of Wealth —— 
Much leſs doth a 2 Table, furniſhed with ſubſtantial 
Eagliſꝰ Diſbes, or; in a Word, any thing which is proper for 
good Houſe-hroping, and ſuited to the Eſlate of the Owner, 
For Hoſpitality is neceſſary for every Great Man to practiſe, 
who would keep up'a good U nding with his Equals, 
and contribute, as he ought to do, to the Support of his Poor 
Neighbours 3 and is, one of the propereſt Ways of 
doing Good to Mankind, and of ſhewing a benevolent and ge- 
herous Diſpoſition. e | £ * 
> But alas I inſtead of ſpending what Money they have to 
ſpare, in Ways that are conſiſtent with Regulatity and Order, 
and make for their Honour, Reputation or Profit ; many 
People, of all Sorts, are got into ſuch poor, low Methods of 
running out of their Efates;” as well as ſquandering away the 
Go of Ronny — are, ſor the os part, void of favs, 
neroſity, Publick Spirit, or any thing that is even creditable, 
ot worthy Men; and which ſhews Minds fer —— | 
but Offtentation, Pleafurr, and Vanity. . 
In the et In/iance; Many of our Great Men, inſtead of 
maintaining their true Honour and Dignity, and aiming to fix 


6 


X inthe Minds of their Infvriors a Love, RefpeRt and Value fot 


mem; which a Great Mun never fails of doing, when he 
makes a wiſe, hoſpitable, and charitable Diſtribution of the 
ſuperfluous Income of his large Eſtate ; ſquander away all the 

oney they can get at Gaming and Play-Houſes; on Miſtreſſes; 
Tables filled with efeminate Dainties ; Fine toftly Levers, and 
going from one to another; Numerous Servants, who create 
more Trouble to their Maftrrs and Miſtreſſes, than they do 
dem Service; Coftly Liveries; Powdered Footmen, and the 
- like Extrevogamies 5 Nay; which is worſe, more ridiculous 
anddifhonourable than all Theſe,” Italian Singers, and Foreign 
Servants, Faſhiots and Ways of Entertainment, carry away 
their Adoney, and at once impoder iſb an : - 


£ From 
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From or Great Onzs, Luxury deſcends like adevbiiring* iring* . 
Torrent on our Middling People : Of whom, how many have © 


we ſeen ruin themſelves and Families, by building fine Houſes) 
| keeping their Coaches and Livery-Men, making grand Enters 
tainments, buying rich Cloaths and Furniture, and a thouſand 


Tie, or above their Fortunes. | 


Nor doth Luxum ſtop with theſe ; but condeſcends to viſit 


© 


te Houſes of our meaneſt Farmers and Tradeſmen ; nay; 
ſometimes it humbly enters the lowly Cottages of our Poor 
themſelves. Whom we have frequently ſeen Trynting and 
Spending above their Abilities; their Wives and Daughters 
- Haunting it in their 87/48, Sgttins; and the like Fineries, at the 
me time that, perhaps, they are not worth a Penny ih the 
orld, and it may be, run in Debt for theſe Implements of 
Fanity; on account of which, all ſrugal and conſiderate Peo- 


ple deſpiſe and laugh at them, and are the leſs diſpoſed to pity 


ot aſſiſt them, when overtaken by eee, which are 
the ſure Conſequences of their extreme Folly. e Wi 
I cannot help obſerving, on the two laſt Sorts of, our Lux 
rioſi, that ſome Pomp and Apparatus, which are both vain and 
fooliſh, and well deſerve the Title of Luxury, in People of 
inferior Rank, not only loſe: that Name; when practiſed by 
Perſons of Quolity and Eſiate, but are conſonant to Virtue, 
and meritorious, This comes from the different Circumſtances 
of thoſe. who uſe them; for, a Rich Perſon ought to be al - 
lowed to ſpend according, to his Income, and to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf according to his Rank and Dignity, by a ſuitable 
Fumptuoſity, and becoming Grandeur and Decorum : But 
when Mean People will mimick their Betters in every Thing; 
which is too commonly practiſed among us, inſtead of bein 
for their Credit or Advantage, it brings on their Diſcredit a1 
uin. For which Reaſons, in our poor Opinion, it would 
make greatly for the Benefit of our Meaner People; and for 
the Honour and Diſtinction of Perſons of Quality, and like- 
wiſe: be no ſmall Incitement to Virtue and Induſtry, if Lows 
were made and duly executed, to regulate the Eguipages, Ser? 
- wants, Liveries, Entertainments, Apparel, &c. of all People, 
according to their Quality, Office, or apparent Subſtance. 
From what hath been ſaid, it appears, that the Sin Luxury 
conſiſts chiefly in an immoderate Love of ſuch Things, as do 
not make either for the true Honour or Happineſs of Man, but 
are meer Outſide Shew, Faſhion or Cuſtom z and therefore, 
85 its Principle in Folly, 24 and Corruption of Soul: 
jurely then, ho Hongſt or Miſe Man will ever ſet his Hear on 


* 
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* 
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ſuch Ways of ſpending their Subſtance, which People findouts 
when once they ſet their Hearts on what is either unfit for theit 
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Obſe&s which are mere Vanity and Oſtentation; which are 
chaſed and maintained at a great Expence of what would 
as well procure the Neceſſaries of /olid Felicity, both preſent 
and future; and which bring nothing ſolid or good, in Return! 
So that Luxury is a ſure Token of a Mind already ſoftened and 
moulded to corrupt and wicked Practices, and the ceftaiti / 
| Fore-runner of Indigence, that often forces Men to commit 
| Tniquity. And hence it is, we ſee ſo many People of all De- 
grees, Who having fooled away their /o/zd Subſtance to gratiſy 
& their vain inclinations, ſell their Religion and Country, and 
fuck at no Methods, juft or unjuſt, which lead to the gratiſy- 
ing a luxurious Appetite. ; 
Among theſe Inſtances of Luxury, the Uſe of Foreign Com- 
modities, meerly for the ſake of their Brillianture, Shew or 


Deliciouſneſs, when Things of our awn Produce or Manufac- 


ture anſwer as well all the Neceſſaries, Conveniencies, and 


good Intents of Living; deſerves to be taken particular Notice 


3 of, as being of a more pernicious Tendency than the reſt. 
For, beſides draining the Pockets of thoſe who uſe them, and 
feeding the vicious Humours of a luxurious Spirit, Theſe de- 


creaſe the Conſumption of our own Commodities, carry im- 


menſe Sums of Money out of the Nation to purchaſe them, 
and therein hurt our Farmers, Manufacturers, and the whole 
= Nation in general. The pernicious Conſequences of which 
= continual Drainings will be more and more felt, by cauſing a 
Scarcity of Money, if we ſhould be ſo unhappy as to ſee other 
Nations learn our Manufactures, and get into the moſt valu- 
able Branches of our Trade. 


Wat hath been ſaid, That the Luxury o 


To conclude therefore; I think, it plainly appears from 
f the preſent Age hath 


L deen highly deſtructive of that Charity and Hoſpitality, where- 


on great Numbers of Poor People uſed formerly to be ſubſiſted; 
> hath brought infinite Numbers of Families to Poverty; pro- 


4 5 pagates Indigence, Corruption and Oppreſſion among all Sorts 


of People; diſcourages our own Manufactures, and carries 


= great Sums of Money out of the Nation, to encourage Italian 
Comedians, hire foreign Servants, and purchaſe the unneceſſa- 
ty Productions and Manufactures of other Countries. On all 


which Accounts, it deſerves the Title of, The ſecond great 
Cauſe of the Increaſe and Miſeries of the Poor of England, 
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CHAP. IIl. 


n 


Great Men's leaving their Country Eſtates, another 
Cauſe of the People's Poverty, c. The Good a 
Centleman does by living in bis Country; the Evil 
that follows his Abſence : The ill Policy 7 ſuffering fo 


nam Noblemen and Gentlemen to Travel into Popiſh 
1 and Arbitrary Countries. tins 2 *þ4k 


W HEN Love of Pleaſure and Oui ſide Shew, hath once 
ot the Victory in People's Minds, over Virtue and 


Public Spirit, it tempts them to ſeek all Means to gratify 


This vain, empty and uiciaus Amour. And becauſe the Food 


of a luxurious Appetite is not ſo eaſily found in the Retirement 


of a Country Life, when Gentlemen live on their Country 
Eſtates, as in Places of Publick Reſort, where are frequent 
Entertainments of Pleaſure, which ſerve to lull aſleep effemi- 
nate Souls, and to divert them from the Purſuit of Virtue, 
and of Odjects which are truly Noble and worthy a Rational 
Being ; T his makes many Perſons of Eftate leave their antient 
Country Seats, and live in Places that are better ſuited to the 
Gaiety of luxurious Inclinations. By doing ſo, a Great Man 
robs his Country Neighbours and Dependents of Three Things, 
which are of the greateſt Value to them, and which he can 
never reſtore, except by returning and living amongſt them 

ain, viz. His Preſence, Patronage, and the Money ariſing 
jk the Rent of his Eſtate, % 
The Preſence of a Gentleman of Eſtate and Intereſt in his 
Country, is certainly one of the greateſt Bleſſings any Neigh- 
bourhood can have, if he be a Perſon of Integrity, and a Lover 
of Virtue and good Order ; for, ſuch a Gentleman will do all 
he can, both by his Example, and by putting our good Laws 
in Force, to eſtabliſh and encourage all Kinds of Virtue, and 


to difcountenance their contrary Fices, There is, befides, 


another Thing wherein ſome Gentlemen of eminent H#/7/dom 
and Integrity, ſhew their Preſence to be of ineſtimable Value 
and Uſe to their Neighbourhoods ; that is, when they employ 
themſelves to incline thoſe about them to a pacifick Diſpoſition 
towards each other, reconciling Differences, and putting an 
End to troubleſome and expenſive Law-Suits, by being cho- 
fen Arbitrators by both Parties, on account of their excellent 


Cbaracſer, and deciding with impartial Fuſtice. It were 


3 (.27 ) | 
to be Wiſh'd indeed, conſidering the ſhameful Expence and 
Delays in our Courts of © Fuftice, that Contending Parties 
would mote frequently chuſe this Way to put an End to theit 
Diſputes ; and that Country Gentlemen would generally fit 
themſelves for. This, both Uſeful and Honourable Employ- 
ment, and take care to promote it effectually, by always at- 
tending to the Merits of the Cauſe before them, and making 
from thence a juſt Deciſion : I ſay this, becauſe there have 
| been Inſtances of Arbitrators, who have ſeemed to lay aſide 
this Great Thing 1 8 to a Righteous Judgment, and only 
⁊imed to patch up a Peace between Parties, by obliging 51 
to recede from their Pretenſions, and meet in the Middle; 
which Way of making Peace, at the Expence of Fuſitce, 
does, in its natural Effect, prejudice Mankind againſt it, and 
tend to bring Private Arbitrations into Contempt. | 
. His Patronage is the ſecond Thing which the Non-Reſidenc 
of a Country Gentleman robs his Neighbourhood of: By 
which, I mean, Protection and Aſſiſtance of his Poor and 
* Honeſt Neighbours, againſt the Encroachments and Oppreſ- 
ſions of a ſort of little Knaves and Petty Plunderers of the 
Publick, whom fewPariſhes are ſo happy as to be wholly free 
from, TI cannot help wore, humbly of Opinion, that no 
Country Gentleman does his Duty towards his . Neigh- 
* bours, who doth not Patronixe them in this Manner; and I 
believe, there are few Places in England, but do very ſenfibly 
feel either the good Effects of the Performance, or the bad ones 
of the Neglect of this Duty. Nay, it is moſt commonly 
the Non- Reſidence, or the ill- placed Confidence and Favours 
of our Great Men, that occafion theſe Oppreſſions; for their 
Diftance, or Indolence, paves the Way for a Steward, or 
ſome ſuch ſuperior Servant, to engroſs his Maſter's whole At- 
tention, and to make him believe Miſrepreſentations and 
Falſhoods of his unhappy Tenants and Neighbours : Farther, 
There have been Inſtances of /ame, who have found Means to 
exclude their Addreſſes from their Maſters, and to ſhut up 
their Eyes and Ears againſt the plaineſt Conviction, when the 
Neighbours or Tenants of Great Men, have honeſtly thought 
it their Duty, or been forced by intolerable Oppreſſions, to lay 
= Servants Knavery, and their own Grievances, before 
them | 
Thirdly, The Non- Reſidence of a Great Man, deprives 

his Neighbourhood of the Circulation of the Money arifing 
from the Rent of his Eflates among them. It is indeed lato- 
ful, but it is hardly ju, for a Gentleman, when his Gran» 
deur and all his Riches ariſe from one Country, to go away, 
and live, and ſpend them in  —_ When a Perſon is born 
1 3 


to, 


- 


| FS Cy - 
do, or acquires, an Eſtate in a Place, he ought to look upon 
himſelf as put there by Providence to Dea. and do all the 
_ Good: he can, conſiſtent with the Duty he owes his private 
Family, 8 that particular Neighbourhood. This is a 
Duty which Natural Reaſon ſuppoſes, and G O requires 
of every Perſon whom He hath bleſſed with a plentiful For- 
tune; for, to forſake his own Country ſor the ſake of indulg- 
ing himſelf in Pleaſures, Rioting in Luxury, or faving the 
more Money, is ungrateful, and unworthy a Man of Honour 
and a Gentleman, whoſe Great Principle ought to be, the 
Good of Mankind; which is the Nobleſt of all Objects, and 
the conſtant Purſuit of Virtuous Inclinations. | 
When a Great Man diſregards this Duty, racks his Tenants, 
and carries away all the Money he can amaſs together .twice a 
Year, the neceſſary and obvious Conſequence to his Natural 
Nerghbours, is Poverty, for want of the Circulation of their 
due Share of Money.——There is not a more natural and 
intelligible Inſtance to illuſtrate the great Damage a Neighbour- 
hood ſuſtains, by being left in this Manner by its Gentry, than 
to ſuppoſe a Prince, who ſhould take a humourous Fancy to 
a Foreign Country, and leave his own Dominions to go, re- 
fide, and keep his Court there: As This would certainly tend 
to impoveriſn his own People, and be very prejudicial to Trade 
and Manufacture, for want of ſerving the Neceſſaries of his 
Court, and vf that Money which is carried away, and ought 
to circulate at Home; ſo, when Gentlemen leave their proper 
Countries, and ſpend the Income of their Eſtates at diſtant 
Places of Publick Reſort, the Money carried away is very ſen- 
ſibly miſled by their Neighbourhood ; nay, their own Eſtates 
feel it in Time, becauſe it helps to diſable their Tenants from 
improving them. | 
Beſides This, there is another Sort of Ab/entee/bip, more 
hurtful to this Nation than that juſt mentioned; I mean, 
That of Noblemen and Gentlemen who Travel beyond the x 
Seas. For, the Money ſpent in this Way, never returns to 0 
England in any Manrer whatever, except it be in the Affec- * 
tion which ſome contract for Foreign Countries, and Strangers, 4 
and in the Religion, Learning, Politicks, Cuſtoms and Faſhions. 
of other Nations, which they frequently bring Home with 
them. Which, conſidering that we are a Proteſtant and a 
Free People, and thoſe Countries where our Travellers for 
Pleaſure for the moſt part go, Popih and Enſlaved, may, 
ſome time or other, be of very pernicious Conſequence to our 
Religion, and our Liberty. Almighty GOD, in order to 
preſerve the Religion and Liberty of his own People, the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſtrictly ſordad them io have any * 
_ Wi 


(29) 

with the 1dolatrous Nations round about them: * For 6 

He) they will turn away thy Soul from following Me, tha 

they may ſerve other Gods, This Nation is in pretty much the 
fame Circumſtances, as to her Religious and Civil Conſtitutions, 

in regard to her Neighbours, as the Hraclites were: It is as 

dangerous to Her to have her People, and eſpecially her Great 

Men, corrupted with the Love of their Religion, Politichs, 

Moral, Cuſtoms, or Faſhions ; as her Conſtitutions in Church 

and State, and her Laws, are more excellent than Theirs. 

On all which Accounts, I cannot but think it would be for 

dur National Benefit, if Thoſe who do not Travel on account 

of Trade, were layed under greater Reſtraints from going out 


of theſe Kingdoms. - 
| " | | Deut. 7. 4. | 


CHAP. IV. 


Corru ption at Elections, the Fourth Cauſe of Poverty, | 
Sc. The Mutual Duties between Country Gentlemen 


and Electors; the Dependency, and — — | 


of our Government explained ;, a Diſiintnon between 
the External and Internal Duties of a Government 
that Theſe can be diſcharged better by our Mix'd, than 
by any Simple Form of Government; our Conſtitution | 
2 Bleſling, or @ Curſe, as Well, or Ill, aſed; Un- A 
equal Repreſentation of the People, a Cauſe of its 
Abuſe; he Vices and Poverty that naturally follow. 


I T would not be juſt to blame Gentlemen for abſenting them- 
ſelves from their Country Eſtates, and conceal what has 
certainly made, not a few of them, do it, (viz.) Reſentment 
of the Injury done their Natural Rights, by the Fourth Cauſe 
we have mentioned of the Increaſe and Miſeries of the Poor 
> FEngland; that is, Corruption and Debauchery at the Elections 
= of Members of Parliament. | 
24 For, a Country Gentleman has as much Reaſon to expect, 
that a Neighbouring Borough ſhould chuſe Him, or ſome other 
Honeſt, Independent Neighbouring Gentleman of Eſtate, to 
Repreſent them in Parliament ; as his Neighbourhood have, 
that He ſhould live, encourage Virtue and Order, Protect, 
and ſpend the Income of his Eſtate among them. hee 
are, in England, Reciprocal Duties; which the Not obſerving 
en the one Side, gives too much Occafion for the Oy 
* tion 
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lation on the other. Only, I cannot but obſerve here, 
That when a Gentleman forſakes his Country thro' Chagrin 
on this Account, his innocent Neighbours, and the Poor in 
particular, Who are as much intereſted as Himſelf in his Suc- 
ceſs, and have as great Regret at his Diſappointment, ſuffer 
more ſrom his Abſence, than the Corrupt Eledtors, whoſe Loſs 
is compenſated with Bribes, Which lamentable Conſideration 
we theteſore humbly take the Liberty to recommend to the 
ſerious Thoughts of Diſappointed Country Candidates; but 
Kill more cloſely to the calm Reflections, and Conſciences, of 
Bribed Electors; if Thoſe who make it their Practice to Sell 
Themſelves, and with Themfelves, their GO, King, Coun- 


thing as ſober Thoughts, or Remorſe of Conſcience left! 

As Bribery, or any Corrupt Practices, at Elections, do 
greatly tend to the [/mpaveri/hrient” and Miſery of our Coun- 
try; we ſhall therefore, ff, briefly ſhew the Wiſdom and 
Excellency of our Antient Conſtitution, when it is kept in its 
Natural Purity, and its Prineiples are duly followed; and par- 
ticularly, how admirably it is adapted to beget and preſerve 
Mutual Love and Union among the different Members of the 
Common-wealth, and even to force Gentlemen to live, and 

ctiſe Hoſpitality and Charity, in their reſpective Countries: 
Whence the great Folly and monſtrous Wietedneſs of obtaining 
a Seat in Parliament by any Carrupt Practices, which are the 
direct and only Way to deſtroy fo Wiſe and excellent a Confti- 
tution, will appear in the fuller Light. 4 | 
The Supreme Legiſlative Power of Great-Britain, is eſta- 
bliſhed in the Three diſtincdt Orders of KING, LoR Ds and 
_ Commons, who have a joint Power over One, and the ſame, 
Great, Indiviſible Properiy; which, it is not only the Duty, 
but the Glory and Intereſt of each Order, to do all it can ts 
make Happy, Rich and Flouriſhing.—— Thus, the Autual 
Dependency of the Three diſtinct Orders, or Powers, of 
which our Conſtitution is compoſed, ariſes from a Neceſſity of 
Mutual Agreement, founded on Mutual Intereſts, And theſe 
intereſts conſtitute the One, Common, National: Intereſt ; 
for the ſake of the better obtaining which, we ſee the T hree 
agreeing and united in One Government, | | 
This Common National Intereſt, is the moſt Glorious End, 
the moſt Worthy Object, of Mutual Unity and Agreement. 
It eſtabliſhes. our Conſtitution on the ſolid Foundations of 
Public Virtue ; and, was it ſolely truſted and adhered to, 
would unite our Legifature within itſelf, and the People to it, 
in an indiſſoluble Bond of Mutual Love. For every Man, I 
mean, every Honeſt and Reaſonable Man, eaſily PO 
(+: WAREN 


try, and their own Children, for Gain, can have. any ſuch 
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(37) 
when the Common Intereft is purſued, and is glad, for his own 


fake, to join in it. By this, none is oppreſſed or deſrauded, 


but every one goes on in Tranquility and Pleaſure, ſecure, 
and content to reap his Part of the Common Benefit, obtained 
by the Common Lahours, and ſecured by an equal Diſtribution 
Power. This ſhews how much ſtronger and more durable 
the Con/titutional Dependency of our Legillature is, which is 
eſtabliſhed in Mutual Love, founded on Mutual Intereſts, 
than a Slavih Union, obtained by a Diſtribution of Places, 
Penſions, Promiſes, Gratuities, to Bribe the Members of the 
Senate to Conſent, againſt their Duty, Conſciences, and the 
Public Good; which, wherever it comes to be the general 
Practice, brings the People under the hard Dilemma, either to 
riſe up in Defence of their own Liber ties, againſt their Cor- 
rupting and Corrupted Governours,'or to fit down under a &la- 
very, much more grievous and intolerable than that of an 46. 


4 folute Monarchy. It ſhews likewiſe, that no Wiſe Prince, Se- 


nate, People or Miniſter, will ever aim to deſtroy this Eguili- 
brium of Power ; becauſe the Three Orders joined together 
by the Conſtitutional Dependency, can much more effectually 
procure the Common Intereſt, than it could poſſibly be procu- 
red, was the whole Legiſlative Power, by Violence or private 
Corruption, Monopolized into the Hands of any One. 
It is the Common Intereſt of the Three Orders, that the 
Nation ſhould be Well governed; at the ſame time that it is 
their Great Duty to.Govern Her well: So that the Duty and 
#ntereft of our Government are one and the ſame, and come 
e in Aid, One, of the Other. | 

- 'The Duties of the Civil Power towards the Body Politict, 
of which it is the Head, like the Duties of a Man towards his 
Natural Body, are of Two Sorts,—1/}, To give it whol- 
ſome iward Nouriſnment; which is neceflary to make it 
Healthy, Robuſt and Vigorous.———24ly, To preſerve and de- 
fend it againſt all autward, or Foreign Enemies, who may aim 
to hurt or deſtroy it. Of which, to take Names from their 
different Effects, the former may be called the Internal, and 


the latter, the External Duties of a Government. | 


- . The Internal Duties of a Government conſiſt in the Eſta- 
dliſhment of Order, the making Good Laws, the due Execu- 
tian of them, and, in few Words, in caufing the different 
Members of the Community to live in Love, Unity, and Hap- 
pinejs, one with the other. 

_ The External Duties conſiſt in advancing Trade and Com- 
þ ares making Treaties and Alliance, maintaining War, and 


-- 


As 


As to the Performance of the Two firſt mentioned of the 
Internal Duties, the Eſtabliſhing of Order, and making of 
Good Laus, our mix'd Government, doth certainly make a 
better Proviſion for That, than any Simple Government 
whatever can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to do. For, to the end 
Niſe Order and Good Laws ſhould be eſtabliſhed, there is need 


__ and Diſpoſition of the People to receive them: GOD 
8 ſpeaking) Good, by reaſon of the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts; and all good Law-givers muſt, in Imitation of Him, 
conſider the Capacity of the People to receive Orders and Laws, 
before they appoint them. In which Caſe, I believe it will be 
granted by every one, that no Simple Kingly Government, 
where the Dominions are of large Extent, has equal Advan- 
tages with an Ariſtocratical, and eſpecially a Demacratical 
one, whoſe Members live in every Part of the Country, and 
arecheſen to Repreſent in Qne Senate, all the different Parts 
of it; and that when our Conſtitution is kept in its Natural 
Purity, our King hath in theſe Reſpects, many very great and 
happy Advantages over his Deſpotick Neighbours, in having 
his Nobles and the * quarry" of his whole People, conſti- 
tuting his Great Council, and acting in Concert with Him. 

The Third Duty, viz. The Execution of the Laws, is 
veſted in the Aing, But then, as He is but One, He muft 
Delegate his Executive Power on Judges, .and inferior Magi- 
ſtrates and Officers, who may negle& or abuſe it. In which 
Caſe the People, who are always the Sufferers, have their Re- 
preſentatiues in Parliament, conſtituting the Third Part of the 
Legiſlature ; whoſe highe/t Duty it is, and whoſe fr/t Care 
ought to be, to obtain the Redre/s of all their Gritvances. 

As to that general Duty of a Government, to- cauſe the 
Community to live in Mutual Love, Unity and Happineſs 3 
I will venture to maintain, - that, notwithſtanding thoſe ſtrong 
- contrary. Prejudices, which have been raiſed within little more 

than a 4 paſt, by the * Steps of ſome of our 
Princes, the Corrupt Practices of Mi 

cies of a Party Spirit, and the Animoſities cauſed by our Re- 
Iigiaus Diviſions; Human Wiſdom cannot contrive any thing 
better adapted to produce thoſe Bleſſings, than our Conſtitutios 
is, when its Principles are kept to. For, | 

In the firſt Place, by mixing {Monarchy with an Ariſtocracy 
anda Democracy, we have all the Advantages ariſing from the 
Government of One, which, unqueſtionably, are _ many 
and great, when ſuitable Virtues do adorn the Royal Perſony 

and by mixing the Two laſt with Monarchy, we enjoy as great 


not only of knowing what is Wiſe and Good in itſelf, but the _ # 


imſelf was forced to give the //raelites, Statutes that were not 


rs, the Extravagan» 
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iid as happy Advantages, arifing from the Wiſdom and EA= 
erience of the Greateſt and Beſt Men in the Kingdom, ſe- 
ed from all Parts, for the fake of theit High aun; ng 
Extellent Cbaractir; who afe always ready to inform ani 
adviſe our King, and to act in concert with Him. Whenever 
a King of Great- Britain ſets his Heart, as every Good Prince 
| Uoes, on obtaining his Pele Happineſs ; He hath the happy 
Adyantage of having a faithful. and numerous Senate to adyiſe 
with, to improve his Prinely Reſolutions, and to aſſiſt Him 
to make them effectual: On the other hand; whenever big 
Parliament diſcovers any Grievances that ought to be redreſs 
ſed, or any Laws or Meaſures to promote the lame great End; 
by his ready and cheatſul Conſent, and vigorous putting them 
min Execution, Heſhews that his Heart is O12 with his People's, 
= and writes their Hearts to Him, by a Bond of Mutual Love, 
which nothing can untie.——Thus happily does our Conſtitu. 
tion unite the Head, and the Members of the Common-wealth 7 
But 24); It is excellently adapted to unite the Members, 
eren the Rich and Poor, one with another. For, it is one of 
= the plaineſt Principles of our Conſtitution, That Elections 9 
Members of the Houſe of Comment, ou hi to be 77 3 
elſe They gradually ceaſe to be the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple: Another, as. plain a Principle of our Conſtitution, is, 
That the Repreſentatives of the People ought not to be Depen- 
dent on the Crown, by Places, dy pat Gratuities, or ihe 
= like; becaufe it is not fit that Men ſhould give away the Pub- 
* Hick Money with one Hand, and receive Part of it into their 
= Private Pockets with the other: Theſe are the Two Hinges . 
* whereon Britiſh Liberty hangs. And when theſe Two Prin- 
ziples are duly adhered to, our Conſtitution, affords admirable 
Opportunity for the Performance of reciprocal Good Turns 
and Servites between Subje& and Subject, Rich and Poor : 
For the pooreſt Elector, by giving his Vote for a Neighbour» 
ing Gentleman of good Charater and E/tate, veſts the higheſt 
Truſt in him, and lays the higheſt Obligation poſſible, not 
only on him, but on all his Neighbouring Gentlemen, who 
are in the Intereſt of their Country, and whom he ought to 
oblige by Turns in the ſame Way. And the Gentleman, by 
worthily Repreſenting them in Parliament, lays as great an Ob- 
ligation on his Electors. Thus does out Conſtitution t 
to eſtabliſh Mutual Love between the Highe/t and the e 
of the Community, and to force Gentlemen to live on their 
Country Eftates, and to do all they can, by Acts of Fuſtice, 
7 and Charity e the Poor, to eſtabliſh a Natural 
Intereſt ! | = 
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1 . to the Porornance 'of The External Duties; 
0 


1 ſuch as, pron mine, making #74 

the like; 'Theſs afe likewiſe müch better 0 

t Mi 1 es” than by any Simple K bo 
Bb ton Exrth,- It fecifes his Bery to the d a, 
7 which under 1 (ck Princes is always precafidus 100 k 5. in 

4 18 thereby nurſes u ue the Siri of Trade, and SHY 

e 16 extend it to the molt Vis gion. 

T Rig Power gives our n all dhe neceſſary 


Advaritages of Secret, in tranf Affairs with. Fire Foreign 
Courts; whilft the wit fead 8 f Port liamenta 4 


tons, one wodtd Tum, ſhould 9. af ne nt on a = 
mP/try from faying Blinde before their. Severergn's Eyes, or © 
ehteriug itito Eigagements that are inconkifent with : 
tional Age dees auh; The Ariſtacrotical and — 
rrurira Parts, which unite the Nobles, and the whole 1 701 1 
Nor Body of the Prople, to the Soeren; in Time of War, 
ate x Source of Strength, and Supply oth of An and . 
Rey, which Arbitrary Privites are 8 trangets * and 
Fender 4 King of England much more ſormidabſe to Foreign 
E#emirs, than He coutd be otherwiſe; the happ 2 Effects of 
Wein me very gloriouſly ſcen, in dur many, Vi ilories during 
ate War. 
Front this brief Pourtraitare of out Antient and Excellent 
ae it appears, at there is 9770 inn it, a moſt wiſe 
V rin e and Provifion *. wiped Mutual Love 8 
lap betweeh Prince and Subject * Sub- I 
2, ald, what comes cloſer to A, X54 f Practiee 
of Charity and Hijpitlity of the Rich towards the Pr; for, 
Hothing but living in their r4//27ive Countries, and the Prac- 
Nee of thoſe Vite, can eſtabliſn or ſupport a Natura) Inte- © 
Peſt.” Corrupt Prutlices at Elections, do therefore well de. 
ſerve to be recKoned am png the principal Cauſes of the Increaſe 
And Miſeries of the Phof + 25 England, becauſe, by their meaane,ẽ 
the natural Titereſt of Country Gentlemen is ſupplanted by 
Btrangevs, and of corrupt Principles, ready, to fell their 
Potestor x Plate, Pttfion or Reward, -— As ſuch Pratlices 
Have 1 eviiled but tos moch in Tome paſt Times, and, no 
x Fitüſtanding the late . Law to prevent and punif! 
hy, 75 ain, m a Country, wWhoſe great Mu ſortune it is 
to Have the ben of Laws but 11 executed; ane if this: Nation 
mould be ſo ubtiappy; as to have them generally prevail in Her, 
would not only take away all thoſe Bleſſngs we have juſt now 
teckoned up — certainly turn our e itſelf (from 
hence B ow, as gecellarlly, as naturally, as Rivers 
from their Fountains) into a * to the Nation; I preſume 
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it wil nat be thought impertinent to our Subject to ſtop a 
LP to he the Cayfes that may produce ſuch Rl Donate 
: Peryer/ion of the Greatef# Bleſſing Which Providence hath 
beſtowed upon us, or can beſtow on any People. , . 
The fir/t Thing that may help to bring this Curſe upon our 
= Nation, is Deſel in our Conſtitution itſelf, viz. That the 
= largeſt County, that contains the Bulk of the People, has guly 
= Two Repreſentatives Ia Parliament; ſo that it ſometimes 
happens, that the Majority of a little e that per- 
chance may not confiſt of more than Twenty, Thirty, Forty 
= or Fifty indigent Fellows, choſe on purpoſe to fell their Eoun- 
4] ve as much Interelt in Parliament, as ſcueral Thouſands 
7 of Freeholders.” 1 call this 2 Defe#? in our Conftitytion ; for it 
== certainly is ſo, tho* nat an Original one: For “ in the Par- 
liament held in the 49th Year of Henry III. there were Four 
== Knights, Repreſentatives of each County, And whatever w 


5 
5 


h 4 ; 5 the Reaſon, that They were in the Parliament of the ſucceed» 


ing Year reduced to Fo, tis certain this ill Effet comes from 
it, That the People of Englund are very unequally Repre- 


| . | ſented, and the Bulk of the Nation have not that Zrtereft in 
Parliament, which 'They would in that Cafe, and ought in 
* Reaſon to have. 


Secondiy, The Decay of Antient Boroughs, the People of 


f bi | which are grown few, poor and indigent, is another Cauſe 
that may probably help to produce the dreaded Perver/ion of 
dur Conſtitution, This Zvi} certainly ought to have ſome 


for the 


a 4 Remedy applied to it, both out of Juſtice to the Nation, and 
ncouragement of Trade. And the moſt natural Way, 
and moſt agreeable with the Gpirit of our Copſtitution, ſeems 


; ; j to be, To remove the, Privilege of ſending Reprefentatives to 


Parliament, from our decayed Boroughs, to thoſe Towns 


% * which are now moft Jourtſhing and populous, | 


"XZ The Third and aft Phing we ſhall mention, that threatens 
us with this Public} Evil, is, The 1 1 of Boroughs, by 
; = the corrupt ſecret Practices of Agents and Election- . 3 
—* which is effected by gradually excluding the Freemen of a 
hy Town from "their ight of Voting, and veſting it wholly in 
=. the Magistrate and Members of the Corporation. By this 
| Means, the common Privileges of Townſmen are taken away 
from the unirgFable Muny, and veſteg' in a Few, who arg 
more eaſily governed, and managed to betray their Truſt, and 
ſelf their Country. I know a Great Trading Town, whoſe 
F Charter gives a Right of Voting to every Free Burgeſs, with 
* Liberty. to the Mogjfracy to make as many fuch as they pleaſe 3 


4 Rapin, Vol. I. Book: 8. LO 
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This Power was Antiently made the honeſt and wiſe Uſe of 
making every conſiderable Trader, or Man of Subſtance in the 
Town, a Free Burgeſs ; till within about 30 Years paſt, a 

certain Gentleman (whoſe viſible Aim hath been to make the 

Fortunes of his Family by Cour i- Favours) has not only found 
Means, by hind'ring the Creation of Free Burgeſſes, to re- 

duce the whole Number of Electors to fewer than Forty, Ma- 
giſtrates and Council- Men; but even to exclude the Principal 
 ſababitanis from amongſt Theſe, by filling the Vacancies with 

.zndigent Dependents and Creatures of his own; nay, afraid 

to truſt ſuch, He has made no ſmall Progreſs towards carrying 

the Corporation itſelf out of Town, by wriggling Himſelf, Re- 
lations and Confidents into it, who do not live there. Were 
it not for the melancholy ä MiitpenNing enough to 
ſee the low, pitiful Shifts which our. Borough-jobbers are put 
to, to ſupport Practices, that will in the End involve Tem- 
ſelves, or their Children, in one common Ruin with their 
Country ! I cannot but think ſuch Practices afford Materials, 
that with the Licen/er's Leave, might make a proper Enter- 
tainment on the Stage, where their MWictedneß and Folly would 
be expoſed to Advantage. But if ſuch Management bas pre- 
vailed in a Town of conſiderable Trade and Opulence, what 
may we not, with Reaſon, apprehend in our poor, little 
| Boroughs? | | | *; 
Theſe Three Things do give Occaſion to ſuch Carruptiant, 
as cannot but at preſent very much hinder the goad 2 N57 of ů 
our Conſtitution, and may, as I have ſaid, if not wiſely pre- j 
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vented, in Time quite pervert it. For, it is owing to theſe 
Cauſes, that ſo many Strangers are choſen into Parliament, 4 
inſtead of Neighbouring Country Gentlemen. Not that tbeſe 
Few Electors, were they to follow their own Inclipations, 7 
would make Choice of Strangers for that High Tru/t befors 
their Neighbours ; it is repugnant to Reaſon to think they 
would, and contrary to the univerſal Practice of Mankind, 
who are ever willing to truſt their Nezghbours, whom oy 
know, before Strangers, with whom they are unacquainted. 
But, alas! their Indigence makes them want Money, and their 
Ferwneſs makes, it practicable to Strangers to buy their Yotes 
with Bribes ; and to effect this the better, there is commonly 
ſo much Drunkenneſs, and the like Exceſſes, praftiſed at Elec- 
tions, as debauch the Marals of the People, and ſeem contri- 
ved, as it were, on purpoſe to make them mare indigent, and 
more corrupt. | | 
Thus we ſee, that by the Means above-mentioned, a Way 
is opened, not only to Bribery, but to all manner of Imma- 


 ralities at Election; which tend to the Hurt of the . 
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and d to the Oppreſſion of the Poor, in almoſt infinite Ways; 
of which I ſhall content myſelf with mentioning only TW 
or Three. | . 

Firſt, Tis incredible that Candidates, as they are falſely 
called, and eſpecially Strangers top, ſhould ſpend. my 
Sums now a-days, to get into a Place of High Truft, for 
ſerving in which, our Anceſtors payed, and received Mages; 
unleſs it be with a Proſpect of greater Private Gains to them- 
ſelves. And whence can theſe Private Gains ariſe, but from 
Publick Taxes on the Subject? And if 'T hoſe: who vote the 
' Publick Taxes, are allowed to put Part of what is raiſed, by 
them into their own Pockets, tis not likely they will ever 
trouble their Heads to examine, whether they may be dimi- 
niſhed or taken or uſe Means towards it. So that a Time 
may come, when Engliſhmen may ſee Places, Penſions, and 

' Taxes to pay em, needleſly heaped upon Them, and ſpread- 
ing a general Face of Poverty over the Land. 
' Secondly ; Country Gentlemen, who ſee their Neighbours 
Votes Bribed away from them, loth to be foiled at their very 
F Doors by the Enemies of their Country, are hereby provoked 
1 to ſpend great Sums of Money in Oppoſitions, which keep 
*em poor, and diſable them from doing the Good, they would 
"= O©otherwiſe be the Authors of, in their Neighbourhoods, For 
= truly, the Money ſpent at Elections ſeldom does any Good to 
the Poor, or the Publict, nor even to Thoſe on whom it is 
ſpent; becauſe it ſeldom or never equals the Diſorders, 1dle- 
** meſs and Loſs of Time, it occaſions. Numerous Inſtances of 
a 5 which we ſee in the extreme Poverty of thoſe Boroughs, which 
X are moſt notorious for Corruption. W 
9 And lay; Theſe corrupt Practices have been obſerved to 
4 make, of many an induſtrious Townſman, a common Toper; 
+ They have converted many an honeft Man into a Rogue, and 
> grawn in Men, once remarkable and eſteemed for their Parts 
and Probity, to meddle in ſuch vile Arts of Selling, and per- 
> fuading others to Sell, their Religion and Country for a little 
1 reſent Gain, as is more than enough to entail a Curſe of Po- 
verly on themſelves, and their Poſterity. 
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gg yo helfer 1 Commons, Ge. the Fifth a 
auſe of the Increaſe of our Poor. Why the Rich 
£ a 706 farward to Op vere and jo backward to Defend 1 
8 Poor 3 the beſt: Excuſe for them, with a ſeaſonable 
| Refpettion ; 3 the' comfortable Sub ſiſtence ꝛubich Paſture MY 
of Common affords ſome Poor People ; Incloſure f q 
Commons not ſo beneficial, as by ſome apprehended 
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f th Oppreſions of ors we 
Poor Manutaturer is Ready Money, - 8 


THE 2 Cauſe of the great Increaſe of the Pogr of 
England, is, Depriving many of our Meaner ork of 
Peaple, ' of their Privileges o f Paſture in Lud of and Com- 9 
mani. T his hath — th chiefly by Lards of Aan, 
d;Rich Freehalders, in one of thele two V Ways, Sint, or | 


veloſurge. 

The Privileges of the Poor, (by which II mean, not only 
Poor, ſtrictly fo called, but alſo our poorer Sort of Free- 
WT Farmer, and Manufa&urers) are what few Rich 
| AED. P give themſelves the Trouble K 
much leſ to defend ; becauſe, in the fe Place, tis T A 

ade commonly their Oppreſſars; and 24, becauſe 

who are honeſt enough to keep their Tag — TID are 
2 who have ſuch eminent oo aol be uſtice, Chari nd 

Fane, a8. to ſtand in the Rich and | 

_ &rul, to defend thoſe who. are una = defend 4 — 
and ef] » ſinee Proceedings in — Courts of Law. have 
— ſo expenſive, Through theſe Oppreſſions, we ſeg 
mam a Great Man, whoſe Auceſlars lived beloved and reſpect- 
_ ed'by.the induſtrious Popr, who ſubſiſted themſclves comfort- 
"ably by the Help of Paſſurage on their Waſtes, now. curſed 
in the Agony of Heart, for taking theſe Vaſlas to their own 

De. I heartily wiſh, theſe Cur/es may never reſt on Them, 
or their Poſterity! But it ſeems plain, that in many Places, 
the great Increaſe of Poor Rates, hath drawn back again no 
ſmall Part of their Gains. 

At the ſame time that we ſay this, I am willing to excuſe 
theſe Rich Men, as far as can be, from the Circumſtances of 
the Times. The Publick Taxes, as we have ſaid already, 
the Luxury of the Age, and Expenſive Elections, do force, 
even, the Great to Shifts which their Forgfathers knew no- 


— S=== x 


- ——ug——_ 4 


hw — 2 — — — — 
2 * _ 2 — 


E. — = _ > . 
"= = — 
* — — 


* — 
2 — 
* 2 r 
— 
— — — 


— 
— 
— 2 


— — 


89). 1 
thing of ; and almoſt every ont is Willing; Where he ban to 
e the Burt han upon arotber, * rather than bear it 21 
himſelf. But I cannot help being humbly of  @piniony- tliat 
| thete is too much Reaſon to fear, that the Grbernment will 
Iooner, or later, feel itſelf, the Weight of thofe-many G. 
ces, Place man and Penſianers, with whom the. Public is 
urthened; and; our Great Men the heuvy Gharges>which 
They haye ſhifted; off upon their. Tenants and Poor Neigh» 
bours! Fot, che Glory and Strength of a Gf en, con 
niſt in the Riches, Numbers and Good: Will of Is 
q Bublick Liberty, in which the Rich have is great or gtearet 
ntèreſt than the Pesrer Sort of People, cantot be long ſap 
ported, where there is hot ſuch a Diſiibution f Her as 
Rr the Community to live domfortably oi their honeſt 
abour and e’ 5m wh. UL BD 
A Poor Man's Cottage. by the Side of a Common, a C6 
or two, a few SHreßp, a Hg, or two or three lit tir fur 
which be keeps üpot it, are as much to Him; as his O 
mentated Palazey its Embelliſhed Front, and 8tately'Turrets, 
W. as his T. e a Vear, are to a Rich 
Pr on, On Them the Poor Man lives; together wich h 
La r, and keeps his Family zi perhaps, more Piouſty, Ho-. 
neſtly and Happily tov, than the Rich Perſon does, ſutround- 
ed with all his ſtately Implements of Sumptuuſity and Gran 
deur.—* Contented Paverty's nd Diſmal Thing, 
are aſſured by One, who once experienced it, tho! nb dvſer. 
vedly_honoured and rewarded by fhe Royal Bounty of out 
late Excellent Queen. But then to be in'this'State-of f 
Felicity, the meer Neceſſaries of Life, Food and Aliment; att 
abſoluteſy required: Poverty muſt needs be a Dina Thing, 
where I heſe are wanting; tho truly not ſo Dina as Gr 
deur and Riches amaſſod together, and ſupported by Oppreſſiom 
and Violence. For, a Poor Man may be in Want, and in 
R. the ſolid: Comforts of an innocent Breuſt; whillt ce 
Rich Oppreſſor is ever at Leifure Hours, laſhed arid ſtung 
within Himſelf, with the never-dying; Tortutes of / a' guilty 
Conſcience, ariſing from his Oppreſſons. 
* The Injury done our Aeaher. Sort Peuple, when their 
Paſture of Common is taken away, by Stints ot Incloſares, - 
may be ſeen in thoſe Places, where they ſtill retain thoſe iirrii 
*rtuleges ; for there they live a great deal more Happily, than 
ia thoſe Pariſhes that afford them no ſuch Dependencies. We 
there ſee a Poor Mani! breed up & Numer ou Family, in an Th 
dnſtrious, Handſome, Way';,. Whilſt Thoſe who want theſe - 
| - be, with only a-Child or Two, or a little Sickne, throw 
4 ea, 


themſelves on their Pain. Their Caſe puts me in iind of 


he wn pos Jo the Cynict Philoſopher to At RxaN DER the 
3 


Great, making him a Viſit in his Tub, he intercepred 
the comfortable' Sun - Beams; Stand (ſays the Philoſopher) 
From betwixt me and the Sun, leſt thou take away what thon 


aan , not. give me. For, in thoſe Places where the Poor ate 


deprived: of their Common Paſturage, the moſt precious an 
comfortable Gift of a Free Country is taken away, and wil 
never be reſtored again, except Almigbiy GO D, provoked 
at theit Oppreſſionꝭ, ſhould ſend his Bleſſing on the Poor, and 
his Curie on the Rich; and ſo make the Penury they prepare 
for others, be the Portion of their own Poſferity / tel 
At the fame time that I think myſelf obliged, in this Ex- 
guiry, to aſſign This, as One of the Cauſes of the /ncrzoſe 
and Miſeries of the Poor of this Nation, becauſe it certainty 
- ſo; I would not be underſtood: to blame the Inclaſures of 
Commons, being ſenſible, 55 as the Land grows more popu 
Jous, it becomes more neceſſary for the Support of its Inhabi- 
tants. But Two Things, we preſume, every Good Man cans 
not but diſlike; 1½, That the Poor ate, ih ſo many unincloſed 
Commons, excluded by Stints, whereby their Antient Privis 
leges are taken away, and given to the Rich. 2dly, That 


there hath not been a proportionable Part of every Inclaſed 


Common left out, and appropriated to the ſole Uſe of the Poor, 


excluſive of the Rich; who might then have converted their 


incloſed Part to what Uſe they pleaſed; and the Poor would 
ſtill have had their full Right * to Them. Nor, 
indeed, can we think that the Benefit of Inclaſures of this 
Sort is fo great to the Publick, as ſome apprehend : I have 
many times obſerved Commons of a finer, ſweeter Herbage; 
. than the /nclofed Grounds about em; which is generally ta- 
Ten to be a pretty ſure Sign of their being more beneficial to 
thoſe who feed them. Indeed, others are ovet-run with Buſhes 
and Mole- Hills, and full of Marſby Land; and therefore fo 
much Publick' Benefit cannot accrue from them, as would do, 
if they were better Manured: But then, certainly, they 
may be defriched and drained by the Proprietors, as well, ot 
better; before the Stint, or IJncloſure, as after; if proper 
Latos and Regulations were made for that Purpoſe. But the 
great Thing that begets ſuch a Notion of the publick Benefit 
of ſuch Incloſures, is, becauſe the Rich do certainly feel con- 
niderable preſent Advantage by it; In the , Place, in that 
* *Fhey bereby get the Privileges of their Poorer Neighbours in- 
to theirown Pockets; And 24h, They many times convert to 
Mrabl, a great deal of Freſh Ground, that when firſt Ploughed, 


advanced 
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commonly produces large Crops, and is therefore lett at an 


Car) 6.4 
advanced Rent. But after this firſt Benefit is paſt, it may be que 
ſwoned, if, in many Pariſhes, the Rich were to compute the Ex- 
pence of inclofing, and the Enereaſe of Poor Rates, they would find 
themſelves fit down ſuch mighty Gainers as they imagine. 

To this Haraſpip of ſome of our Landed Gentlemen, may be added, 
an- Oppreſſion practiſed by Traders j which is, paying the poor Ma- 
nufacturer in Bread, Cloth, &c. inſtead of Money. This was intended 
to be effectually put a Stop to, by the Stat. 1 Ann, that makes the 
Maſter forfeit double the Value of what ſhall be due for his Work. But, 
I believe the following Relation will convince” our Readers, (if they 
have not obſerved it themſelves) that this is one, among many excel- 
lent Laws, which it is Eng/and's great Misfortune, at preſent, to + 
have Unexeruted. . _ a Wy 

One Day, this Year, going into the Houſe of a poor Neighbout, 
2 Moollen Manufacturer, I ſaw ſeveral Loaves, and ſome Pieces of Lin- 
nen and Woollen Cloth; and taking them for Signs of Plenty, began 
to congratulate the poor Man upon it; Ah! Sir, ſaid he, tis my Miz- 
fortune to have theſe; I am forced to take them of my Mafter, inſtead 

of Money, for my Work. — I told him, it was his own Fault, for 
the Law lays a Penalty on a Maſter who pays in that Way. T 
which he reply'd; I believe, Sir, you know ſuch a poor Labourer, 
(naming him) a few Years ago, “ he was a Weaver, and refuling to 
* be pay'd in this Way, got a Warrant for his Maſſer, and forced 
« him to pay him in Money; when he had fo done, that Mafter 
& would let him have no more Wort; he went to all the Mafters in 
4% his Way round the Country, who refuſed him; nor has he been 
« able to get any ever ſince,” and muſt have farved, or come to the 


«« Pariſh, if he had not learned to work at Haibandry.,” * * 
Sc, SSesseeges dsds 
| CHAP. VI. _— 


Neglect of apprenticing Poor Children, the ſixib Caty * 
of . e of our Poor. The — 
fion of our Law in that Caſe; the good Effects that 
A would follow the Execution f it; the Inhumanity of 
'* the common Practice of pariſh Officers, in taking no 
farther Care than to apprentice them; out of the Pa- 
riſh. Such Mock-Apprenticeſhips; the Duty of Ju- 1%, 
„ N a 


HE Sixth Cauſe of the Enereaſe and Miſeries of our Poor, 

I vizs Neglect in apprenticing poor Children, is owing to the O- 

miſſions of Juſtices of Peace, and Pariſp-Offcers, to whom the Care of 

putting them out Apprentices is left, by the Statute of the 43d of Elix. 
and ſubſequent ones. | 4 5 e 
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By theſe Statutes, the Children of ſuch Parents as are not able to man- 
lain them, are appointed to be placed out Apprentices, by the Church- 
Vardens and Overſeers of the Poor, who are, by the Law, made 
udges of the Dilability of Parents; and any Perfon meet to be 

* bound, may be compelled by one Juice of the Peace. - Every Man of 
Eſtate or Ability, or who, by his Profeflion or Manner of living, 
mult keep ſuch Servants, may be compelled to take theſe poor Ap- 
prenticess and if a Church. warden makes Oath of his Refuſal before 
7a Fuſtices, the Perſon, refuſing forfeits tan Peundi, to be levied for 
Vk of the Poor. This Power of the Pariſh Officers extends no 
Farther than to Maſters within their Pariſb; but the Faftices ir Sof- 
fions may oblige any Perſon within their reſpective Counties. The 
Apprentice muſt be above Seven, and under Fifteen, and may be bound 

all Twenty-one, or Twenty-four Years old. 8 

FPpheſe Laws contain a very wie and excellent Scheme for the 
Breeding up of poor, Children, in a Way comfortable to themſelves, 
i rs to their Malters; and conſequently, both cu and honour- 

able to the Nation. | | 


In the frf Place, they make an admirable Proviſion for the CbiZ- 
Ares themſelves, who, if this Method was every where practiſed in 
a wiſe and impartial Manner, would be bred up, under due Order and 
deer e, to Induſtry and Lalour; and be thereby taught to gain 
their Livings, after the Expiration of their Apprenticeſhips, by ho- 
Beſt and laudable Means. | R 
Sercondiy, This Way would be more profitable to Maſters, both 
Farmers and Tradeſmen, than that of birad Servants by the Year ; be- 
cauſe, there would be no Mages going aut, and they would be ſure to 
| keep them a conſiderabli Time. Befides, Lam apt to think, it would 
naturally be attended with tee other good Effects that would be found 
of great Advantage, both to Gentlemen, and Men of Buſineſs. ift, It 
would be an effectual Means to furniſh them with good yearly Servants, 
of the Scarcity of whom there is now an almoſt univerſal Complaint ; 
| which is certainly owing to nothing elſe but to poor Childrens being 
| hee up in ſuch a vicious and litentiaus Way, that they can hardly be 
= Nen to conform. to the Rules of a m ordered Family. 24h, It 
1 would contribute to lower the Wages of our yearly Servants, the Spar- 
#ngs of which, tho' ſome few have good Senſe enough to lay up for an 
Hfter-Provifionz yet the greater Part lay out on the Ait Luxuries 
in Vogue, that tend to corrupt and keep them poor, and generally 
bring them to the Pariſh, after they marry and get Families; where- 
as, if the Money was ſaved to their Maiters, it would probably be 


* ko 4 


_ out in employing more Hands, and better manuring their 
ſtates. | I 
But, alas! inſtead of keeping to the good Deſign. of theſe Laws ; 
mo Fir}, great Numbers of poor Chilzren who ought to be appren- 
ticed purſuant to them, are not only ſuffered to live at Home with 
their Parents and Relations, who are kept by the Pariſp, or ready to 
become-chargeabe; but, which is infinitely worſe, are let alone, 
without Controul or Fear of Puniſhment, to ſpend” the RP 


— 


(43) 
Fears of Nuth (which is the only proper Time to make Tiprefſhons 
of Virtue, and plant the Seeds of futur? Happineſs in Mankind) in 
_ Faitering about the Streets; and contracting vicious Habits; ſuch as 
Talereſs,” Drinkenneſi, Staring, Theft, Pilfering, Undutifulneſs to 


their Parents and Superiors, Se. 5b 
SBetonuh, Very many of thoſe who are apprenticed by Pariſhes, have 
the Misfortune to have no Care taken of them, to put. them into the 
Hands of Maſters of god Repatation, who will, or are able to dif- 
charge à good Conſcience towards them, by breeding them up in an 
Bone and induſtrious Way, teaching them ſome Trade or Buſineſs, 
whereby to gain a Livelihood hereafter, giving them neceſſary Food 


and Clothing, and uſing them with Humanity; all which ought to 


be particularly enquired into, and taken Care of before a Poor Child 


is put into any Man's Hands. But, on the contrary, a molt un- 


happy Practice prevails in molt Places, to apprentiee poor Children, 
no Matter to what Miſter, provided he lives t the Pariſb, if the 
Child ſerves the firſt forty Days, we are rid of him for ever. The 
Maſter may be a Tiger in Craelty ; he may Beat, 4buſe, Strip. nate, 
Starve, or do what he will to the poor innocent Lad, few People 
take much Notice, and the Officers who put him out, the leaft > 
any Body: For, they reſt ſatisfied with the Merit of having ſhifte 
him off to x neighbouring Pariſh, for thre? or four Poundi, and the 
2 they owe to every pier Chili in the Pariſh, is no farther a5 
to Heart. : WT. 

Fhe greateſt Part of thoſe who now take gor Apprentices, are the 
moſt indigent and diſbonet; in a Word, the very Dri! of the poor 
of England, by whom, it is the Fate of many a poor not on! 
to be balf Parved, and ſometimes bred up to 0 Trade, but to be force 
ed to thiaus and tua for his Maſter, and ſo is brought up for the 
Gallows into the Bargain. I have heard ſome of the moſt wort 
Gentlemen in the Commiſũ m of the Peace, lanient this Aluſe, and re- 
ſolve never to conſent to the apprenticing a Child, till they ſhould be 
well ſatisſied of the gend Char aer and Abilities of the Maſter; and 
much happier would it be for many a poor Child, and for the Nation 
too, if all Fuſtices adherd to the ſame charitabl? Reſolution; which 
is no more than they are by Dy and Conſciente bound to do! But 
though ſome Juſticut have the Spirit of our Lats, and endeavour, ho- 
neſtly, and conſcientiouſly; to diſcharge the Duties of their Com- 
miſſion alas! it is our Countrys Misforturie, that others want that 
Spirit, and are nagligent; and thoſe of this latter Character are com- 
monly pick and apply to, and perhaps an extraordinary Fer put 
into the Hand of a” dictaiing Curt, by theſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
make the La ſerve for Ends that are contrary to ite Syirit and Fr. 


tention: Which ſhews, that, conſidering: the grenr Powers veſted in 


them; there is hardly any thing more wanted in England, than 
proper Care to be taken to fill the Commiſſion of the Peace with 
Gentlemen of Integrity, Knowledge of the Law, and vigilant ; for 
theſe only can diſcharge it with Honour to their Sovereign, and to 
the reat Benefit of their Country. | 
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I now a gr old Weaver in the Pariſh I live in, who ſome time 


. 280 took a poor Apprentice from another Pariſh; he covenanted, as is 
;uſual, to teach him his Trade, to provide and allow him Meat, 
Drink, Apparel, &c. to ſave harmleſs, and indemnify the Pariſh 


whence he took him, and to give him tts good new Suits of mear- 
ing Apparel at the End of his Apprenticeſhip. This Maſter had him- 


ſelf been ſeveral Times convicted of The, and had then actually 


left off his Trade thro? Weakneſs and old Age, and as ſoon as the Ma- 
ney he had with the Boy was ſpent, threw-himſelf and Family, Ap- 
prentite and all, upon his Pariſh. Tis very plain, ſuch a Maſter is 
incapable of performing any one of the above-mentioned Covenants ; 
and the obvious Conſequence to the poor Child will be, to be taught 
no Trade, to be forced to 5kulk and ſeal for his Maſter 3 and either 
to run away, or if he ſtays, to be half. ſtarved, and, inſtead of double 
Apparel, to be diſmiſſed at laſt naled. And, which adds to the Miſ- 
fortune, the Pariſh to which he is apprenticed, tho' actually chargeable, 
can't take him from this Mock- Apprenticeſhip, and put him to ano- 
ther Maſter, without putting themſelves to the Expence and Trouble 
of getting an Order from Quarter-Seflions. | 
There are, I believe, very few populous trading Pariſhes, but af- 
ford Inſtances of the like Mick-Apprenticeſbips ; I call them by that 
Name, becauſe they are really ſo ; I could myſelf give others; all 
which, are the certain bad Conſequences of the Neglect of execut- 
ing the excellent Laws above-mentioned, which provide creditable 
and ſubſtantial Maſters for poor Children; and of the ill Policy of 
Pariſh Officers, in taking no farther Care, than to ſhift them off to 
the next Pariſh (as they commonly do Vagrants) to the Children's and to 
the Pariſbes mutual Hurt, but ſtill more to the Nations; which is by 
this Means filled with great Numbers of idle, half-ſtaryen, runagate 

Youths, who, when they are grown up, are prepared for all thoſe 
Villainies, of Murder, Robbery, Shop-lifting, Theft, Pocket-picking, 
Kc. of which we have ſo many daily Inftances. 1 

Me cannot conclude, without expreſſing our good Wiſhes, that 
Jufllicet of the Peace would exert the Power velted in them, more 

than they generally do, to put a Stop to a Way of Apprenticing, 


which is, in its Conſequences, ſo void of Humanity, hurtful to Trade, 


and both diſhonourable and infinitely pernicious to the Public. And 


- that they would oblige Pariſh Officers to put them out to People 


of : Subſtance within their own Pariſhes ; and in caſe the Children 
were over-proportioned to Maſters, that they would look round their 
jeſpective Counties, and place them to ſuch as rwant.———By ſuch Acts 
of publick, Wiſdom and Benevolence, Gentlemen would r no lit- 


fo Honour on their Commiſſion, gain the Love of their Countrymen, 
ad 


ellabliſh to themſelves a laiting Authority among them. 
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How Order in the State, produces Virtue and Morality among 

the People, The Negligence of Magiſtrates and Officers, in 
not executing the Laws, the Sas of. Felonies, Vaga- 
' bonds, Diſorders and Poverty. at a Spirit of Virtue 
and Order is neceſſary to maintain National Liberty; and 
the Danger to our Liberties ariſing from our Licentiouſneſs, 
and from a Multitude of Revel Laws, which, unleſs enfor- 
- ced by regular Order, never anſwer the good Effect propoſed. 


H A T the Practice of Virtue and Morality, is abſolutely ne- 
oy ceſſary to the Well-Being and Credit of Nations, Pariſbes and 
Private Families, is evident from univerſal Hiſtory, Qbſervation and 
Experience. | | 

That the Eſtabliſhment and Preſervation of Order, and the im- 
partial Execution of Good Lars, are neceſſary to lead and confine 
Men to ſuch Practice, is equally evident. 9 
For this Reaſon, He that loves Mankind on Principles of Virtus, 
which is the only Love that is worthy a Rational Man, will make it 
his principal Care to promote Order, and put in Execution thoſe Good 
Laws which the Government of his Country hath provided for the 
Suppreſſion of Vice. 2 4 | 
Was a Stranger, who had never been in our Country, to read over 
the Lats of England, to ſee the many Orders of Magifrates and Of- 
2 appointed to execute them, and to know the Dities, Oaths and 

enalties each lies under; if at the ſame time he conſidered the near 
Affinity and admirable Connection that ſubſiſts between the due Ob- 
ſervance of Religion, Order and Virtue, which is intended to be eſta- 
bliſhed by theſe excellent Lats and Inflitutions, and National Happi- 
nee, which is their genuine Offspring; He could hardly help think- 
ing Britons ſo bliſ5ful, ſo Free a People, as would hardly fail of draw- 
ing him over into our Iſland, to partake of her Felicity. 

And truly, when ſuch a Spirit of Pablick Virtue hath been hereto- 
fore in thoſe in Potoer and Offices among us, as is always neceſſary to 
ſecond the good Intention of our Legiſlature, and make the Laws pro- 
| their intended good Effects, the Exgliſb have been the happieſt 

eople under Heaven! What Nation hath ever enjoyed greater 
Bliſs, than This did during the long Reign of Queen Elizabeth; and 
whence did all our Happineſs and Glory then ariſe, but from the - 
Wiſdom and due Execution of her Laws? Thoſe Laws ſhew the Vir- 
tue and Orderly Spirit of thoſe Times; They ſhew the great Care 
that was then taken, by the Reformation of Religion, the Encourage- 
ment given to Men of Piety and Learning, the Eftabliſhment of Or- 
ger, the promoting of Virtue and Induſtry, and by the Methods ta- 
ken to advance and extend qur Trade, to plugk up Corruption and 
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Indigence by the Roots, and to make us a Virtuous and 
People within ourſetves; from whence outroard Glory and Power 
Exult, as Rays of Light, from a Globe of Fire. But, alas! This Noble 
Spirit hath been long ſinee ſunk into Party Rage; and thoſe Labours 
Which ought ta have been employed for the Publick Good, to keep 
the Buy Politick found and healthy within itſelf, have been ſpent in 
the Bickerings of Parties, arid in promoting thoſe Corruptions, into 
which our old Party Spirit hat at length degenerated, to the infinite 
Hurt of the Nation. | 
have faid This by way of Preamble, to what I am going to ſay 
da the remaining Part of This, and the next Chapter; hoping it may 
be of ſome Uſe towards ſtirring up in our Readers, a Spirit of Pub- 
Al Firtue, a Love of Order and Diſcipline, and an honeſt Zeal to 
execute, and cauſe to be executed, the Good Laws of our Country. 
We ſhall now therefore return from this ſhort Digreſſion to reſume 
the Method of treating our Subject, at firſt propoſed. 

There is an excellent Law of the gab Elix. which Enacts, that 
all unmarried Perſons above /Fifteen and under Thirty Years old, if 
they neglebt to work, having no viſible Means to maintain them- 
ſelves: but hy Labour, may be warned by Foo Faftices to get a Sor. 
vice by a certain Day, and on Neglect or Refuſal, may be ſent to the 
Houſe of Correction, or bound to the next Aſſize or Seſſions: The 
Neglect of ern which Sratute, as alfo the like Neglects of exect- 
ting the Baur againſt Rugues, / agabonds,. Sabbath. Rraulers, Whores, 
Tipplers,. Commoy Swearers,. and other diſorderly People, may be 
reckoned the Seventh Cauſe of the Increaſe and Miſeries of the Poor 

It muſk; indeel;, be confeſſed; that the Execution of this Statute 

with. one-Drifieulty, which is the Gerting Services; there, 

being no Proviſion for That, as there is for the putting out Poor Ap- 
. The Laws of a Free Country, nor indeed of any Coun- 

wy; ought not to be ſo interpreted, as to require any one 0 do what 
1 d , bis Patyer, nor to pantyb'for emitting it. At the ſame time, 
the Wiſdom and good Peſign of this Statute is very apparent, from 
the:Great Hurt whick ſo many People do, both to themſelves and tlie 

Publick, as are feen, not only at this Tine, but have been obſerved; 
even in the Qgic lle Times of Trade, to lie about idle and unemploy- 
ed (extept in Vice in almoſt every Street; and therefore, it would 
certainly be of the greateſ Benefit to execute it, according to its true 
Intent and Meaning. ich, with Submiſhon' to berter Tudements, 
we take to be, a | ; 85 * 
Fig, That Pariſs-Officers: ſhould, every Year, get Warrants te 
wurn all ſuch ids Peopie to Service; which, is conſtantiy dene, as 

ſuch People are conſcious: of their own vicious and diſorderly Living, 
would carry in it a good deal of Awe, and make them endeavour 
themſelves to avoid fo publick a Mark of Shame. 24% That theſe 
iale Neopi ſhall offer themſelves, each, to ſeveral Miert or Mußt 

#reſſes; to ſerve! for a Vear; at lawful and reaſonable Wages; and 
Tring Prok ef 9 the Fi det n, That the Por 
X41 _ icers 
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Officers ſhall maße what Bnquiry they can for Service; for chem; nd 
if a Service eau be got, and the ind Perſon ſhould refule to go to it, 
for reaſonable nge; then to be fent to the Honſe of Correidn, Ee. 
Inis, if practiſed in all Pariſhes, would undoubtedly lay i 
People under ſuch Reſtraints and Dread as would tend greatly to di. 
miniſh their Number ; and beſides, would make young Fol ts betake them 
ſelves betimes to the learning ſome Trade or Fork, in order to pre- 
vent ſo frequent and publick an Imputation of Vice. . 
The Von. Execution of the Laws againſt Rygner, &c. is owing to 
the Negligenee of Fuffices of the Peace, Church-Watdens, Confladles, 
Tythingmin; &c. who are put in Office to execute them; alſo of 
Over/cers, beeauſe the Forfeitures and Penalties are for the moſt 
given to the Uſe of the Povy 3 and indeed, we may add too a Sp? -4 
Corruption au Sub, that unhappily, and I with, not Ominoaffy, dif- 
fuſes itſelf through all Orders and Degrees of Men. For there are 
ſome of theſe Laws, particularly that againſt Nogues and Vagabonds, 
which it is the Intereſt and Duty of every Private Man to put in 
Execution. | * 
Were but the ſingle Offices of Churrb- wardens and Confabler, ex- 
ecuted as they ought to be, accordivg to the Tenor and true Mean- 
ing of their Oaths ; we ſhould ſoon ſee a very great, and no fefs 
happy Reformation of Manners throughout the Nation, and eſpecially 
among our meaner Sort of People. Regularity and Virtue w 
take Place of Diſorder and Vice; Decency would be maintained in 
the publick Worſpip of Gop; Adulterers, Inceſtuous Perſons, Fornita- 
tors, Blaſphemers, Drunkards, Swearers, Sabbath-Breakers, &c. would 
be brought to due Shame and Puniſhment. Tippieys and Tippling- 
houſes, Gameſlers and Gaming-bouſes, would be puniſned and luppre d 
ed. All idle Perſons, Nigbt-walters, Riots and Niobers, Rogner anti 
Vagabond, would be apprehended and puniſhed. Thus, theſe -² 
Offices, according to their original Deſign, were wiſely inſtituted, to 
mip Vice in its Bud, by taking away the very Beginnings of Sin and 
Lewdneſs. But, alas! the Oaths by which publick Officers are 
bound to their Dzty, by the greater Part, are now required, taken, 
and regarded only as Matter of Foryy4 pay, in many Places, was an 
Hone Officer to attempt to diſcharge his Duty ina eonſeientious Way, 
he would not only get himſelf the Name of an offcious, troubleſome 
Man, but perhaps meet with moſt Oppoſition from thoſe whoſe Du. 
ty it is to encourage and aſſiſt him moſt ; For Men who have no 
| better a Notion of a public Office, but according to the Potoer or 
Eminence 2 — them in, or the Gains it brings, think it a tacit 
Reproach of their own Pride, Corruption or Sb, when they ſee 
their Igferiors confacntiouſly active in the Diſcharge of their Dary. 
However, one Thing cannot be enough lamented by every good! 
Chriftian and Lover of tb Pubick, vit. that the Neglect of duly ex- 
ecuting our excellent publick Offices, is the Occaſion of infinite Per 
jurier being added to our other national Crime | 
But the greateſt Misfortune of all, is, that thro' Men's diſregard- 
ing in tlie Manner, the very Ehre of their Publick Dane the 
. b : Publik 


r 
Publick ſuffer by it; the Spirit of Virtue, ind of Liberty to, is loſt, 


and the Morals of the People grow more and more corrupt! It is 
rent Pity that zhoſe to whom the Officers mentioned give in their 
gent ments on Oath, to take them without enquiring, how well 
their. Practice hath agreed with their Duties! It is impoſſible but 
they mult, in the preſent corrupt Age, be, almoſt every Day, Eye 
or .Ear-witneſſes, of Vices and Diſorders, which it is the Duty of 
thele Officers to preſent; and; in that Caſe, nothing would be of 
greater Benefit to the Nation, or a ſurer Evidence of a vittuous, pub- 
lick Spirit, than for them to take Notice of them, to object them to 
the returning Officer, to lay before them his Duty, and the true Mean- 
ing of the Oath he takes; which, if conſtantly done in proper Terms, 
and his vibe Neg /e&s lay'd open and forced to be amended, would 
certainly be attended with the good Effet of making them more 
careful and juſt in the Diſcharge of their Duty. For, the Defign of 
Under-Officers, being required to give in their Preſentments to ſupe- 
rior Magiſtrates, is to keep them to their Duty ; which excellent 
Deſign can never be ariſwered, unleſs their Superiors will give them- 
ſelves the Trouble of enquiring a little how ſuch Officers have done 
their Duty, and do what is proper to keep them to the punctual Diſ- 
charge of it. „„ BO” DO | 
We do not ſay this, to reflect on our Magi/rates or Officers ; no; 
we ſhould have been glad, had not our Subject led fo directly to the 
Mention of the ſacred Names of publick Duty, or Oath. But as 
every Man ought to love his Country, I am ſure, in this Caſe, no 
Engli/pman can do it, who does not adhere to our antient, wiſe, and 
happy Conſtitution, and whenever it lies in his Way, by ſhewing the 
true original 2 of any of its eſſential Parts, endeavour to reſtore 
its primitive Uſe. There is not inſtituted, perhaps in the whole 
World, a more natural, eaſy; or wiſer Method to keep ſuch Order 
and Regularity in the State, and Influence to Good-manners among 
the People in general, as the regular, the beautiful Syſtem of our 
ſubordinate. Magiſtrates and Officers in England, exhibits to view. 
But there is a Spirit of Virtue and Liberty, always neceſſary to ſet 
up and maintain wiſe Inſtitutions in their proper Life, Vigor and 
Uſe; which Spirit is loſt, in Proportion as a People degenerate into 
Corruption, and thereby render themſelves unworthy to enjoy thoſe 
zational Bleſſings, which can flow only from an equal Mixture of 
5 and Liberty, one with the other. All wiſe and virtuous 
# do already ſee and lament the ill Effects of theſe Neg/e#s of 
publick Duty; they are ſorry to ſee their Country over-run with 
Rogues, Robbers, Thieves, V agabonds, Whores, Fellows that run away 
for Baſtards, Fathers that leave their Wives and Children upon their 
Pariſh, Servants and Apprentices that run away from their Malers, 
Kc. The greateſt part of whom, if the ſole Office of 'Conftable and 
its Subordinates was duly and honeſtly executed, would be apprehend- 
ed and piiniſhed ; and conſequently, the Abuſes and Dangers ariſing 
to the Publick from them, wiſely prevented. I wiſh every Englif- 
man, even the Negligent themſelves, may not, in ſome Time to 
"WO | | come 
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dome, ſee too much Cauſe to repent of theſe Neghleas; either, be- 
cauſe of the Epidemical Diſorders that have enſued thereupon; or, of 
the modern Methods of detecting and puniſhing Vice, which have 
come into Uſe, in Proportion as the old conflitutional ones have grown 
out of Date! For, 3 „„ Sn 
1, The great Number of penal Laws which have been made in 
a few Reign paſt, ouglit, in our humble Opinion, to give ſome 
little Alarm to a Free- People, if they ſet a juſt Value upon their Bi- 
Bert ies, and are reſolved to tranſmit them to their Children; as they 
received them from their Fore-fathers; for, every new penal Statute 
Is an additional Tie which the executive Power has over the Subject; 
and a MuNitud? of Tuch may. veſt ſuch extraordinar Powers in the 
Crown, as may enable a corrupt Minifry, by oppreſſing the People 
with them, by making uſe of their Terror, at E/z#ions, and the like 
Ways, to extend the Power of the Crown beyond thoſe juſt Limits 
which our Conſtitution preſcribes to it. A Multitude of penal Laws 
are never more dangerous, than where little Cate is taken to puniſh 
the leſſer Sort of Crimes, and thereby prevent their growing into Ha- 
bits of Sin, that will be ſure; in Time, to break out into greater; 
there is a Goncomitancy both of Yirtues and of Vices; and as good 
Men riſe from one Virtue to anothet, ſo, Criminals fink from little 
Vic, which they at firſt commit with Remor/e, Secrecy and Fear, into 
eater Crimes; and, in fine, grow ſo emboldened in them, as to bid 
Defiance to the Laws both of Gop and Man. So that, if Jefer 
Faults were more duly and impartially puniſhed, it would both wiſe- 
ly and mercifully prevent great Numbers from being guilty of Mur- 
der and Felony. The Duties of the civil Government do, in this Caſe, 
reſemble thoſe of a Father, who ought to be watchful over his 
Child when young, to keep him from falling into 7ittle Sins ; and if 
he neglects this, and lets him run on without Reſtraint and Correc- 
tion, is, in a great Meaſure, anſwerable himſelf, both to Gob, and 
in good Conſciente, for the Fuinous Courſes which the Child may here- 
after fall into. | 
And 24ly, The large publick Rewards, given on the Conviction of 
Criminals, which prompt Men to do publick Service, not thro' Sen- 
timents of Duty, and the Dictates of virtuous publick Spirit, but 
from the infinitely more ſordid Principle of private Intereft, and 
therefore ſhew the great Decay of publick Virtue among us, creates 
no little Danger even to the innocent. For, is it not altogether as 
prabable, that that corrupt Self- Interetedneſs which we ſo frequently 
ſee prevails on ſome Men to ſell their Country, and with her, their 
vton and Childrens deareſt Intereſts, for a Brite, will be ſtrong enough 
in others to make them perjure themſelves to accuſe innocent Perſons, 
when they ate ſure to get forty or fifty Pounds for each Convit? A 
good Character, is, indeed, ſome Protection to the Innocent; but 
numberleſs Examples from antient and modern, profane ant ſacred 
Hiftory, ſhew, it is far from being a ſure Protetti;n. There are infh- 
nite Ways which we ſee wicked M retebes take every Day to rack 
their Malice on the Innocent, that are as ſhocking to Nature and 
i 93 Reaſon, 
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| Reaſon, and as diabolical as the Perjury of ſuch a Falſe-witneſs 
Would be; and which are practiſed more openly, with more Danger, 
and leſs Froſpect of private Gain. | E W i 
EEC CO UII EIED} 
n e 
The great Number f Ale-houſes, and their Diforders, the 

eight Ouuſe of the Encreaſe and. Miſeries of our Poor. 

How they are abuſed from their 7 Deſign; 2 Review 
* Laws made from time to Time againſt them ; that 
both their Number and Irregularities have, notwith/anding, 


 Thtredibly increaſed, to the Ruin of great Numbers of People, 
and the deplorable Corruption Vouth. 


| HE eighth and laſt Cauſe we ſhall mention of the Encreafe 
4 and Miſeries of the Por of this Nation, is the great Number 
bf Ale-houſes, and the unlawful and pernicious Games and Paſtimes 
8 and encouraged by them. Theſe corrupt our Youth, are 
he Dens and Sheltering-Places of Rogues and diſorderly People, en- 
courage all Sorts of Vice and 7aleneſs, and thereby complete the Mi- 
"Rf of our poor People ; for which Reaſon, it is highly proper to 
3 OP the Rear of this Enguiry, with a ſhort Eſſay upon that 
abject. | 
Fouls of publick Entertainment, were at firſt {et up for the Con- 
venience of Travellers; to which ſome have added, that of poor 


People, who are not able to provide great Quantities of Drint and 


Proviſion at home, that ſo they might have it abroad at reaſonable 
Rates. But this laſt Convenience, beſides the Temptations which 
it hath always occaſioned to Drunkenneſs, 1dleneſs, Ec. praftiſed at 
Ale-houſes, hath been very much leſſened ſince the Exciſe on Beer 
and Ale; for a poor Man can brew a Barrel of good Beer at home, 
to refreſh the tired Spirits of himſelf and Family, now and then, for 
the ſame Money, that but a few 2uarts will coſt him at an Ale- 


bouſe. | 7 

8 their Deſign, in theſe Reſpects, was certainly very 
good; and therefore, were no more Ale-houſes allowed but what are 
neceſſary for theſe Uſes; was ſuficient Care taken that every Ale- 
houſe- Keeper ſhould furniſh his Houſe with good Lodging, Stabling, 
Hay, Corn, and Meat, as well as Drink, for Travellers, and that none 
ſhould haunt or frequent them but in theſe π⁹ö Ways; and were they 
conſtantly ſuppreſſed as falt as any un/awful Games or idle Paſtimes 
were practiſed at, or encouraged by them ;. inſtead of Nuſances, they 
would be publick Benefits, conſiſtent with Virtue and Order, and 
very allowable in Society. But, as there is always a Sort of People 
Who love to live /azy themſelves, and ſuck. their Livelihood out 'of 
the Labour of others, tho? in order to it, they allure them to Yice, 
and thereby ruin their Minds, Hea/th, Families and Fortunes 5 8 

| roce 
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Proceſs of Time, Ale-houſer not only encreaſed to an unneceſſary 
Number, but were uſed ta diforderly Purpoſes, which occaſioned 
ſeveral Laws to be made to ſuppreſs both their Number and Diſ- 
orders. | 

The firſt Statute was made Ann 2. Hen. 7. and gives Power to 
Two Fuſtices to reject the Selling Ale. Afterwards, Ann 5 & 6. 
Ede. 6. another Statute was made, That no Man ſhould keep an 
Ale. Houſe without a Licenſe, under the Penalty of 20 . This Sta- 
tute gave Power to To Fuſtices to put down Alehouſes at Diſcretion, 
and to take Recognizances of Alehouſe-keepers not to uſe unlawful 
Games, or keep Diſorders. The Statute of the 3d Car. puts it out 
of the Power of the Fu/tices to mitigate the Penalty to leſs than 205. 


W © the Uſ of the Poor, to be levied by Diſtreſs; and if no ſuch can 


be taken, the Offender to be whipped. This Statute adds a farther 
= Puniſhment (viz.) for the 24 Offence, Commitment to the Houſe of 
Correction for a Month; and for the 3, not to be enlarged without 


* Order of Seſſians.— By the Statute 1 James, and alſo of the 476 
and 21% of the ſame King, A!zhouſe-keepers are prohibited to ſuffer 


People to /it Tippling, under a Penalty of 105. to the Poor, and are 
diſabled from keeping an A/chouſe within Three Nears afterwards ; and 
the Tipplers forfeit 3 5. 4 d. each, or mult fit in the Stocks Four Hours. 
One could hardly. believe, to read over theſe excellent Statutes 
that both the Number, and Diſorders, of Alehouſes, have increaſed 


W fince; nor is it poſſible, were our Laws duly executed, as they are 


wiſely made: And yet, there is nothing more evident, or more ge- 
nerally and juſtly complained of by all /ober People, who ſee with 
Concern the fatal Conſequences to the Morals, Health, Reputation and 
Sublance of their Countrymen, and eſpecially of the her Rank of 
People. —By Theſe our Youth are enticed to Drink and Gaming, 
which by Degrees give them Habits of Vite and 7dleneſs, that they 
ſeldom free themſelves from, during the Remainder of their Lives. 
—— — Here the Married Man ſpends all the Money he can ſhift for, 
whilſt his Family is ſtarving at Home, or at the Pariſh; — Here the 
Journey man and Apprentice ſit Toping together, and jovially disburſe 


* all the looſe Pence they can pick up; and as in their Cups their Maſ- 
= ter's Buſineſs is unthought of, ſo his Admonitions and Threats are 


= diſregarded ;-----Here the Maney is ſpent in worſe than Bea/tly De- 
= bGauches, that would be a promiſing Beginning for many a young Fel. 
low in a mean Trade; Here, when Trade is good, and our Manu- 
facturers earn a great deal of Money, all the ſuperfluous Pence are 
thoughtleſly fooled away by the Toping Father, that ſhould be wiſely 
and carefully layed up to ſubſiſt Him and his Family, and keep em 
above the Pariſh, when Trade is bad. In aWord, . all the Grand 
Cauſes of our Poverty already enumerated, comes This, which, like 
a Whirlpool, draws in great Numbers to idle, ruinous Courſes, de- 
vours their Subſtance, and, as I have faid above, completes the Mi- 
ſeries of our Poor People; and therefore ought to excite all Lovers of 
tbe Publick to put the Laws in Execution, to leſſen their Numbers, 
and ſuppreſs their Diſorders. 
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A Preliminary Diſcourſe, 


Shewing the Neceſſity of f at Nation's returning to Or- 
der, and 4 = * nctples of Religion, Mora- 
tity 3nd Libe a the late dreadful Appearances 

the Air 19 to * us tos rr of (this Necef- 
RAE ; Inſtances of both Forced and Voluntary Refor- 
mations, from Sacred and Roman Hiſtory ; with an 


o of them to this Nation, 
hot ba Ae eben 1 bl i he Maud 


A” of the — and Miſeries «af his Poor ny Cent 4 he, 
muſt be touched with-an heart Sorthw tor their Sufferingsy and ſo 


much the more, _—_— many of thoſe Suferings come from vicious 


_ Habits n Fand grees ſtrengthened. in their S whith 


Pravityof Mind is-infinitely worſe than Poverty of Fortune, or than 
the ſevereſ Want and Pony. If any thing therefore is e to 
move Ctzpagen, t6 excite in our Breaſts that Love of our wr Country, 
a — Charity to the Poor, which as Chriſtians, and as Britons, 4h 
wp not only the poor, but the 'daprdord State, of i 
Fellow. Chriſtians and Feliow- Subjects, is enough to make a generous 
Mind lay itſelf out every Way to ſeek-afterRelieÞ for che Diſtreſſed. 
That may, perhaps, be thought by many to be our Duty, after 
having, as above, ſhewn the Cauſes of their Increaſe and Miſeries. 
And indeed, I cannot but think, That, as it would be inhuman in a 


= &$ eon to lay open the Wounds of his Patient, without having ſome 


Medicines to apply to heal them; fo, a Man that ſhould lay 97 6 the 
at would help 
to cure them, is hardly excuſable, as a Lover of ibe Publick. But 
then, gur Readers cannot but take Notice that we have more than half 
performed this Surgeons Work already, by ſhewing pretty largely, as 
we came along, that the Reſtoring our Antient and Happy Conftita- 
tion to its Natural Purity, would be the moſt effe&ual Cure for many 
of the Cauſes of Vice and Poverty mentioned. 
We have ſhewn, that were the People of England more equally Re- 
preſented. in Parliament, were our Repreſentative: frequently Elected, 


and were they kept independent in their private Capacity, uninfluenc 


by Places, 2 or the Hopes or Expectation of either; Theſe 
would put an End to thoſe Corruptions, to that Debauchery and Jale- 
ae, which are ſo generally practiſed at E/efions. This would re- 
ſtore our Ab/ent- to their reſpective Countries, and be the only 
Way; -and an Way too, to make Gentlemen ja, charitable 
and nir, and put in Execution our good Lows, in their reſpec - 
tive be ue 3 for * axe the only Ways to gain the K. 
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Mankind, to eſtabliſh a Natural Intereſt in their Country, and to 
phe that They are worthy to be entruſted in the High Office of 

enators “ FY 951 b, 5, SIR 

9%; that all who call themſelves Britoxs, were ſo virtuouſly diſpo- 
ſed to ſacrifice their private Intereſts, lay aſide their mutual Foaloufres, 
bid adieu to Party Spirit, and were ſo truly wiſe, as to unite their 
Endeavours to reſtore our Conſtitution; in the Purity and Perfection of 
which, long Experience, and the Example of their Neighbours, muſt 
needs make them ſenſible, that They and their Poſterity can only be 
Free and Happy Men. But, alas! to judge by the Spirit of the pre- 


ſert Times, there is little Proſpect of ſoon ſeeing ſo happy 4 Change. 


The virtuous Spirit of our Anceſtors was firſt funk into chat of Par- 
ty; and, as if That was not Misfortune great enough, hath ſince 
Kallen much lower, even into ſuch Private - Intereſtedueſs and Corrup- 
tion, as is contrary to true Seif-Love itſelf; becauſe thoſe who prac- 
tiſe ſuch Corruptions, ſeem to have forgot that they are ftill Members 
of Society, tho unworthy ſo to be; and whenever their Inipuit ies ſhall 
overtake their Country, muſt fall with others, and perhaps before 
others, into the-publick Rain. x e W 
But if the carrupt & pirit of the preſent Times, nor the Licentiouſ- 
neſs of the preſent Age, can awaken us aforehand to a Senſe of our 
approaching Miſeries; the Appearances in the Air, of Fightings and 
Blood, by which it hath pleaſed G O D, at ſeveral times, for about 
twenty Years paſt, to warn us of future Deſolations, one would think, 
ſhould be enough to awaken the me ffupid among us to a Senſe of his 
own, if he is aſleep to his Country's Danger! For, when it pleaſes 
GOD to afflict a People for their Sins, with the fore Judgment of 
War, the Evil muſt fall on private Perſons, and eſpecially on Perſons 
of Subſtance; for the Poor have generally nothing but a Life to loſe, 
and that, perhaps, a miſerable one too. And Wars are commonly 
attended with ſuch Shiftings of Power and Property, as ought, in 
our poorOpinion;to prevail on its preſent Poſſeſſors to deſire nothing ſo 
much as to have our Conſtitution, bothCioil and Freigfaſtical, brought 
back to its Firf Principles, and thereby eſtabliſhed on the ſolid 
Foundations of Order, Religion and Liberty; of which, the Decay 
or Corruption of the Ons, always brings Danger to the others. 
The Deſign of. A/mighty GOD in ſending ſuch Appearances, is, 
That Nations may repent and turn from thoſe iniguirous Ways that 
provoke him; and, like the Ninevites, divert his Judgments, and 
prevent their own Deſtruction. It is for this Reaſon, that they are 
{ent at ſo great'a Diſtance of Time, before the Calemities they por- 
tend come to paſs; altho' moſt People, therefore, become more and 
more regardleſs of them.—Qur own, and other Hiſtories inform 
us, that ſuch Prodigies have always been the /ad Omens of future 
Wars andDeva/tations. Beſides, as there are infinitely more and great- 
er Wonders in the common. Courſe of Nature, which GOD hath 
eſtabliſhed, than the Mind of Man is able to inveſtigate or compre- 
hend; I preſume, no rational Account can be given, why He ſhould 
ſet ſuch terrible preter-natural/Phwrwomena before our Eyes, unleſs it 
« is be 
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be to awaken us, by their Means, to a juſt Apprehenſion df thoſe 
Nos, which an Epidemical Corruption, ſpread through all Orders, 
both of Church and State, hath been conſtantly obſerved to bring 
upon Nations; but which fer Men do reflect on ſo ſoberly and wiſely, 
as to be thereby reclaimed from their corrupt Practice“ It is 
therefore, without Diſpute; the wiſeñ Way, better for themſelves, and 
more pleafing to G O'D, that Men ſhould anſwer his Gracious Deſign, 
by judging themſelves, repenting of their Corruptions, and returning 
to Order, and to the pure Practice, and honeſt Enjoyment, of their 
Neligion and Liberty; than by neglecting it, force the Almighty at 
length to viſit them with his long- delayed Judgments; and pull down 
their proud Spirits, and awaken them to a wiſer and better Senſe of 
Things by an Hand of Aidtun; which will ſhew us the Vanity of 
thoſe Things wherein we place our Confidence. 
That Saying of Salut, Imperium fatile iis Artibus retinetur, qui- 
bus initio partum eſt, is ſtrictly true; and ſo generally applicable to 
every Nation, that we no ſooner ſee a People departing from the 
. pt 2 Religion and Liberty, but we behold them declin- 
ng towards Slavery and Unhappineſs.——Now, there is a Spirit pro- 
per, and even neceſſary to eſtabliſh Nations, and to make them hap- 
Py 3 which is a Spirit of rid Order and Regularity ; the great End 
and natural 'Tendency of which, is, as it were, to tie Men to Vir- 
tue, the Practice of which they ſtrongly enforce. And there is like- 
wile a Spirit proper to fink a People into Contempt with their Neigh- 
bours, $/avery to their Governors, and Miſery among themſelves ; 
Which is a Spirit of Licentiouſneſs and Irreligion: This Evil Spirit 
never propagates itſelf, but as the Order of à State relaxes; and the 
Spirit of Liberty thereby decays. * 
When a Spirit of Licentiou/ſneſs and Impiety is unhappily grown pre- 
dominant in a People, there is no preventing the Nuin it leads to, 
but by returning to ORDER, both religious and political. Happy it 
is, as I have ſaid, for thoſe Nations, who are toi enough to do it 
of themſelves!-——There are, in the Old Tefament, many Inſtances 
of the Terviſh Commontvcalib's being brought back to its firſt Princi- 
ples. Moſt of them, indeed, were by Afflictions brought upon 
them by the conguering Sword of their Enemies; but there are alſo 
ſeveral Inſtances of voluntary Repentance, whereby they returned to 
the Standard of their Freedom and Happineſs of themſelves. | 
The Roman Hiftory likewiſe, gives us ſeveral like Examples. Be- 
fore the ſacking of their City by Brennus and his Gauls, the Licenti- 
ouſneſs of the People had prevailed ſo far, as to trample upon Order, 
and the State was thereby reduced almoſt to Anarchy: Religion too 
was diſregarded, and its-Sacred Rites inſtituted by Numa, deſpiſed 3 
when they thwarted the Humour of a Hot-headed Multitude, whoſe 
head-ſtrong Impetuoſity they were wiſely inſtituted on Purpoſe to 
bridle. But the Calamities of this War, which lay'd Rome in Aſhes, 
brought the Romans to themſelves; that is, brought them back to 
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their $14 Principles, luix.) the Obſervation of Religion and Order $ 

245 the Foundation of Rome s future 5 | 
" Afterwards, when Yaluptuouſneſs and Luxury began to infect all 
the Parts of their Republick, the Romans were ſo truly wiſe, as to 
reform themſelves; The Office of Cenſor, was inſtituted on Purpoſe 
to hinder the Growth of Licentiouſneſs and Luxury, and to reform 
the Manners of the Citizens; the“ Cenſors had a Right to enquire 
into the Life and Manners of every particular Perſon, to regulate 
Expences, to take Eſtimates of the Citizens £/ates, to tax Luxuries, 
and to. purge the Senate itſelf of its unwertby Members. Cato, ſeeing 
the Degeneracy into which his Countrymen were falling, ſtood for 
this Office, — 5 by Reaſon of the great and extraordinary Poroers 
that belonged to it, was the moſt honorable in the City; he told the 
Citizens plainly, that the City wanted great Reformation: He preſſed 
and conjured the People to chuſe, if they were wiſe, not the mild 
and gentle, but the ſevereſt and rougheit Phy/ciansz and withal, 
gave them to underitand, that Himſelf was one of that Character; 
and, that among the Patricians, Valerius Flaccus was the only Man, 
proper for his Colleague, with whoſe Aſſiſtance he was in Hopes to 
render any conſiderable Service to the State. | ; 

The Roman People, (as Plutarch ſays) on this Occaſion, ſhewed 
themſelves truly great, and worthy of great Leaders; for, far from 
dreading this Stiffneſs and Severity of this inflexible Man, they re- 
jected all the other /moorh flattering Candidates, who ſeemed inclined 
to govern only according to their Wills and Pleaſure, and unani - 
moully choſe Valerius Flaccus and Cato. | 
After they were cholen, they ſet about reforming the State. Se- 
veral unworthy Members, tho' of the Belt Families in Rome, were by 
them expelled the Senate; after this, they attacked Luxury; they 
cauſed all Apparel, Coaches, Women's Finery, Furniture, Houſpold. goodt 
and Slaves, to be heavily rated, that the Weight of the Tax might 
force them to leave ſo ruinous a Luxury. — Every Man who ſets 
about reforming publick Vices, muſt expect to. meet Oppoſition, and 
ſo did Cato in this : But the Roman People in general, liked his 
Cenſorſpip ſo well, that they erected a Statue to him in the Temple 
of Health, with the following Inſcription under it: To, the Honour 
of Cato, the Cenſor, who, by his good Diſcipline and Order, reclaimed 
the Roman Commonwealth, when the publick Licentiouſneſs had brought 
it into a declining and dangerous State; which was as great a Monu- 
ment of the Roman Glory, as of Cato's. | 
Having now ſhewn, in general, the Neceſſity of a Nation's re- 

turning to her firſt Principles of Order, both in Religion, and in the 
State, and mentioned theſe Inſtances of it, among infinite, others, 
which the Hiſtorians of all Nations furniſh us with; we will hum- 
bly preſume to add, that, as Religion, and the Holy Exerciſe of it, 
according to the Knowledge and belt Capacity of a People, is the 
great Cement of Society, and the chief Support of every Common- 
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wealth; nothing would be a greater Step towards an happy Refermb. 


tion, than cauſing the publick Worſpip of Almighty Gov, to be duly 


and decently performed and adminiſtered in all Places throughout 
the Kingdom; which, by Means of the great Number of Pluralities, 
poor Livings, Chapels of Eaſe, &c. is, in many Places, lamentably 
neglected, to the Ln of Souls, the Diſhonou# of the Church, and to 
the wnſpratable Hurt of the Engliſh Nation. If we conſult Hi- 
ſtory, we ſhall find that the moſt i/lufrious Tnftitutors and Reformers 
of Ox DER, in all Nations, have begun that great Work, with the In- 
ſtitution and Reformation of Religion. Nay, he that conſults on! 
his Bible, will ſee that God every where recommends it by his 
Prophets, and that all the god Judges and Kings, there recorded, 
did make the purifying of Religion, the firſt Step towards reforming 
the Manners of the People. Thoſe Nations, by whom Gop is 
duly zworſpiped and honoured, he will bes, protect, and Honour; but 
thoſe by whom his Service is neglected, thro! Love of the World, its 
Pomps' and Vanities 3 thoſe Nations, I ſay, will be little regarded; 
and, in fine, wholly ca ef by his Providence, and left to fink into 
their original Poverty and Contempt, with Slavery added, to complete 
their Miſeries. | | 2 
Beſides the Service of Religion, there are two Things which moſt 
great Lepiſſators'and Founders of Societies have found themſelves ob- 
liged, more or leſs, to take Care of, in. Order to perpetuate the So- 
cieties they have eſtabliſhed to After- Ages, (viz.) The Eaucation of 
Children, and the Iuſtitution of ſuch Order, as did oblige the People 
to live according to the Laws. We ſhall therefore, with the hum- 
bleſt Submiſſion to better 'Fudements, lay before the publick, in the 
following Sheets; Fir, a Scheme for the Education of the Children 
of the' Common People in England, by which they will be brought up 
in the Practice of Religion. Morality, and Indufiry.—— Secondly, a 
Propoſal of reviving ſuch exact Order throughout the Kingdom, as 
will, not only make it eafier for the Magiſtrate to do his Duty, but 
put it out ot the Power of Med People, to evade, or fly from 
the Puniſhment which the Law infl.cts. And, Thirdly, as the pub- 
lick Taxes are one principal Source of Poverty; not only on Ack 
count of the large Sums of Money, yearly drained out of the Sub- 
jects Eſtates by them, which, it is well known, cannot be leflened 
till our Circumſtances will admit; but ſtill more, becauſe, being 
lay'd on Commodities, Which are the Materials of Trade, and Neceſ- 
aries of Life, and collected in a Manner, which is, not only very ex- 
pen/ive to the Nation, but prejudicial to the fair Trader, are very 
' hurtful to our Commerce, as well as dangerous to Liberty; and the Oc- 
caſion of an epidemical Corruption in the,Smrgling Way, in our ua. 
ritime Counties; we ſhall, therefore, as I have ſaid, with humble Sub. 
mi/ſion, lay before the Publick, a Project for raifing the Annual Sup- 
» plits, by a Taxation on the yrarly Tncome of the Subject; which, as 
it is the arge Fund and molt jub/arntial, to anfwer whatever De- 
mands the Necc/ſity of the State can require, is a'fo, the moſt natural 
and juſt Way of taxing'; and will ſet both our Traue and 
. | , tree 
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free from thoſe Cg and Dangers, which our Cuſtams and Exciſi, 
and the ſevere Laws made to collect them, have occaſioned... g. 
As theſe are Subjects of the higheſt Importance to this Nation, 
and Cyftoms and Exciſes in particular, have been the Cauſes of many 
Diſputes, even among our 46ʃůſf. Men, it is with the greateſt Diff- 
dence that we preſume to publiſni theſe Prapoſals; and if the Publi- 
cation would admit of the Conſtruction, rather to learn hereby the 
Opinion of better Judges in theſe Things, than to ſay, that they, 
or any Thing contained in them, is it or anfit to be eſtabliſhed at 
this Time; we hope therefore, that whatever our candid or nere 
judicious, Readers, may think of the Schemes themſelves, they will 
pardon the Propoſer, if they ſhall perceive, by the general Scope and 
Tenor of what is ſaid, that he has chiefly: at Heart, the Good f his 
Country, the Relief of the Poor, and the Re eſtabliſhment of Order, Vir- 
tue, and Liberty, among a licentious and corrupt People; however, he 
may be miſtaken as to the Way of procuring theſe Bling, 
og dt E 1 50 
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Natural Parents and Civil Government, ought to take care 
.. that they are bred up to Religion, Virtue, and Induſtry ; 
and ibe Happy Effects that would proceed from it. The j 
Scheme #t/elf, with proper Explanations. fs 
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X Lmoſt all Law-givers and Founders of Societies, both religious 
A and. politict, among Fes, Heathens, or Geriflians, have taken 
ry. particular Care, to breed up Children in the Knowledge and 
Practice of thoſe Conſtitutions, Duties, and Cuſtoms, which were 
eſtabliſhed and generally acknowledged: among them. And in this, 
they wiſely followed the Diftates of natural Reaſon, by beginning 
4 to ſow the Seeds of Virtue in their Minds, as in clean Ground, be- 
7 fare, they were over-run with the ſuffocating Weeds of Inmorality 
and Vice, which have moſt Times need of much Time, Trouble, 
and Pains, before they can be eradicated... Theſe wi/e Men were di- 
rected by the fame Spirit of Wiſdom and Benevolence, thro' which 
Solomon tells us, Train up a Ghild in the Way that he ſhould go, and 
to hen he is old he ſhall nat depart from it: Being willing to fax their 
Minds on ſound Principles, at a Time, when, as Plutarch, in his Trea- 
tiſe of the. Education of Children, obſerves, They are moſt apt to re- 
ceive Inſtructiant, as ſoft Wax receives the Impreſſion. of any Seal. For, 
by putting Children into a gaed Hay, and keeping them in it before 
any vicious Habits have lay'd hold upon them; Men, not only pre- 
vent the great Pains of Future Repentance, which is the gef that can 
be hoped for, for their Children; but many Times, their certain 
Ruin: As we may certainly We from the infinite Numbers we 
b Ay 49 | T. | 2 0 
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X daily ſee fall into ruincu Courſes, which a virtuous Education' would: 

| have prevented. 2 N | bei: 
It may admit of ſome Doubt, whether the civil Government, eſ- 
pecially where Church and State are united in the ſame, or the nalu- 

ral Parent, has the greater Intereſt or Right in the goods Education 

x of Youth. It is certain, that the higheſt Intereſts of every Common - 
wealth and private Family, are moſt intimately concerned in it, as 
they are the Heirs of the Hopes as well as 'Forrunes, both of the one 
and the other. Strict Care in Education of Children, is the only 
ſore Way to eſtabliſh Nations in Glory and Wealth, and private Fa- 

* milits in Happineſs and Credit; and therefore, it ſhews equally a 
Defe& of Wiſdom and Fore-fight, in Legifators and Parents, — Gn 

we ſee the former laying themſelves out every Way to enrich their 
People, and the latter, their Children; and both neglect the breeding 
them up to Religion, Virtue and Induſtry: So that Poſterity don't 
know how to make a good Uſe of Liberty and Riches, when acquired 

and left to them. Alas! How many free, opulent, and power- 

ful Nations, have been ſunk into Slavery, Contempt, and Poverty 


the Ways of Virtue, would have prevented; and how many Fami- 
lies do we daily fee ruined by profiigate Heirs, only becauſe their Pa- 
rents did not take ſo much Care to incline their Children's Minds 
with virtuous Principles, as to leave them rich? not conſideting, 
that no Man can make a good Uſe of the Bing, of Life, but in 
Proportion as he has Virtue and Goodneſs to direct him in it! 
However, tis very plain, that both Government and Parents have 
2 Duty, and conſequently a Right eſtabliſhed in the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of the Relations they are in to them; to look to the Education, 
the one, of the Children of the Commonteealib ; the others, of their 
” 0201. For this Reaſon, the firſt Thing to be looked to in a Scheme 
Education, is, fo to mix their particular Powers, as that they may 
not break in upon the Night, one of the other. Parents would 
think it very hard, that any Power, Civil or Eccitfia/tical, ſhould 
take from them, the Education of thoſe Children whom the Pro- 
vidence of Gow hath blefſed them with, and entruſted to them; 


on the other Hand; it is unreaſonable that they ſhould be let alone 


* to breed up thoſe in 1752 Vice, and Jaleneſs, who, being Mem- 
bers of the Commontornulib, the Society is, by original Contra, bound 
+ to take care of, and provide for, reward for their Viriue, and puniſh 

for their Crimes. A particular Retrofpe& ought likewiſe to be 
* had to the many religions Sects, which it hath long been the greateſt 
" Miyfortune of this Nation, to be divided into; every one of 
* which,” would look upon it as the higheſt Violation of their natural 
and religious Rights, to have the breeding up of their Children tak- 
en from'them: But that which faves the Right of natural Parents, 
Y will, of Neceſſity, ſave zheirs as fuch ; and, as there will be in our 


Scheme, no Force, nor even Infirufion to any thing, but to the 


F Pradtiee of ſuch general Principles of Religion and Morality, where- 
in all Chriſtians, at leaſt all Promſlants are agreed; I hope, there is 
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no Parent, I am ſure there is no Proreflazs Diſſenting Satt, but has too ſe· 
rious à Senſe of Virtue ind Neligimm to quarrel with it on that Actount- 
It is an Objection, T have frequently heard, made to Propoſals of 
this Sort, that ſappoſing Children were all put to Schools, and bred: 
up in a more Hgarned Way than they. generally are now, it would do 
but little Good to thoſe who maſt u for their Bread all Days of 
7 their Life. But the Excellency of Education, I mean, of the gene- 
Y ral Education of all the Children of a Kingaam or Common-wealth; doth 
not conſiſt in their being brought up to Learning, but to Morality and 
Induſtry. And, in order to this, I believe fezo do think, but it is even 
receſſtry, that every Child ſhquld- be-taght to Read, ſo as to be ac» 
* quainted with the Holy Scriptures, and other Good Books ; and that 
Writing, and a ſmall Share of Aritbmetict, would be very uſeful to 
* the greater Part; 2 their learning it did not interfere with 
M. their being brought up to Induſtry and Work. 5 

_— Great: Bitain's Welfare, and the Hmployment of her People, do 

fo much depend on the Continuante and future [provement of her 

x TRADE, that a Method of diſpoſing of our prorer Sort of Chil 
dren, in a Way of Lubdar and Induftryy ſe, perhaps, the greateſt Dif- 
1 ficulcy to be got over in a Scheme of general Edutalion; fbr, when 
48 N all is done, if Tradedecays, T 1 unarily, but 
1 y of Neceſſity, and the Number of oπ⁰ Manufacturers will decreaſe; 
and there will conſequently be, tho not fewer Trades, yet Work 
* at our Trades, to put Children out io. But' till, an 2 nat ivity 
is far preferable to a vitioas Idleneſs and if our Trade ſhould detay, 


* 
and our Poor want ort, "tis jnfinitely better for them, and for the 
| \ Nation too, that they ſhould be bred up to 2 Senſe of Relipion and 
= ,, Firtut, and be able to fit down and ſpend theit Leiſare Hours, in 
X X Reading in their Bible, ar meditating on ſome plain Treatiſe of M- 
5 NU Duties; than that they ſhould (as they generally do now) employ 
themfelves in all Sorts of $i and Jmmora/ities. ' The forme? would 
tend to better their Condition 3x it would draw the Love, both of 
GOD and MAN, te pity their Caſe, and to relieve their Neceſſi 
ties; I have been young, and now am old, (ſays the Holy Pſalmiſt) yer > 
have ] not feen"the Righteous forſakes, nor bis Seed begging thiir Bread: 
Nay, the natural Etfect of their becoming more Vir bunu, would bt 
to make them leſs Nerzſftows. Whereas the latler, that bs, their In- 
moralities, from their natural and-Immediate Conſequentees, not on 
render our Poor much more penurious and miſerable than t 
_ otherwiſe be, but alienate the Lo of GO D, and the Charity of 
their Rich Neigbbenri, ſrem taking Ways to relieve them. 
The principal Deſign therefore of the following Sabeme, will be 
| to breed up the Children of the Common People of England, free from 
thoſe Vices of all Sorts, which do now almoft' univerfally abound 
amongſt them; and in the Knotkedge and Pratice of the Duties of 
Chriſtianity. © This, every one muſt allow, ought to be done by 
every Society of Chriftians, and may be done, tho! our Trait ſhould 
fail; nay, in a Country where there might happen to be no fuch 
Thing as Trade. However, we hope, that our. Scheme Will not, even 
| in 
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Let every Perſon, living within the Diſtrict, have a Privilege of 
{ending all: his Children, if be pleaſes, to this School, between the 
Ages of Six and Sixteen; but let it not be in the Power of the Oper- 
X ſeers to force any one to ſend a Child to it, except in caſe of the 
wing Neglects. bas ann N tn p 0 beg 
If he is not taught to Nend; is not ſent to Church, or, if. Din- 
ters, to Meeting on Sundays; is ſuffer d to be undutiful to his Parents 
or Superiors; Steals, Lies, Smears, Curſes, uſes f /thy. Diſcourſe, or, 
being poor, is let alone to live idly; when he has Mes to do. For 
Theſe, being the Beginnings of a vicious Liſe, are ſure Signs that 


| XN the Parents or Maſter do negle& the Childs. therefore, 
44 if after being Thrice admoni the Oper ſcers, they do not edu- 


cate him better, let it be in the Power of theſe. to oblige them to 
ſend him to the Publick School for a Year at leaſt ; And to make them 
take the FEMEF Care; let the Parent, Maller or Miſtreſs, 7 * A 
| MY | adge 
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Badge for a Month afterwirds, denoting their Mgligence; and the 
Child be kept in School a Month at Pay- Times, that he may not cor- 
/ oe =o en en nn en ot 
The Overſeers, or a Majority of them, to be obliged to meet twice 
every Month; once, on a Sunday, at Church, after Evening-Prayer ; 
the ſecond Time, on a Week-Day, in the School-Houſe, about 15 
Days after, at the Hour of Nine in the Morning. Let all Parents, 
Myfters and Miſtreſſes, be obliged to ſend every Chill, within the 
above-mentioned Ages, in their Houſe, whether Son, Daughter, Ser- 
want, Apprentice or Inmate, to theſe Meetings: Let a Roll be kept 
with their Names, and let one of the Overſeers call them over every 
Meeting: If any Child is abſent, let his Parents or Maſter, for the 
firft Time, ſend only Four-pence in his Place; but if abſent to Meer- 
ings together, (except Sickneſs) let them forfeit Ten Shillings; and let 
the Firfeitures be applied to buy Books for Poor Children. 
At the Sunday's Meeting, it would not be improper, if the Mi- 
niſter, immediately after Prayer ended, was to deſire his Congregation 
in general, to declare if they knew any Child guilty of any of the Miſae- 


meanors above-mentioned! After This, the Children being conve- 


niently ſeated, in an orderly Manner; let the Overſeers firſt examine 
the moſt ſuſpected of thoſe Children, who are not ſent to the Publicł 
School, if they can Read, and are made to go to ſome Place of Pub- 
lick Worſhip: Then let them endeavour to give them good Notions 
of Religion and Morality; which nothing would do more effectually, 
than putting hree or four of the Children to read, half an Hour each, 
in ſome good Buoks; ſach as the Whole Duty of Man, or the like, 
which contain the beſt Inſtructions in theſe Things. By which, the 
Parents, School. Maſter, &c. would be obliged to be very careful to 
teach them to read diſtinctiy, and underſtand what they read; which 
is ſadly neglected by many, who have the Education of Children 
committed to them. | | 
At their Veet Day Meeting at the School, let the Overſeers always 
fit at Examination, from Nine till Twelve o'Clock; *tis proper they 
ſhould here, particularly, look over the Exerciſes of thoſe who learn 
Writing and Arithneith; and examine how the little Children are 
brought on in learning their Books; let them alſo carefully examine 
ſome of thoſe Children who are not'educated at the School, to ſee 
that they are not neglected. During this Time, they may receive 
any Complaint againſt either Maſter, Miftreſs, Parents or Children. 
And as they ended the Sunday's Meeting, with making ſome of the 
Children read ſome Pieces of Religion and Morality, let them break 
up This, with cauſing the Maſter to read ſome ſuch to the Children. 
The remaining Part of the Day, let the Children keep Holiday 


and it would not be improper, if in the Aflernoon, ſome of the Over- 
ſeers were to reſort to their Play-place, and be their Spectators. Me- 
thinks, nothing fhould be more agreeable or diverting, than to ſet 
em on to Exerciſes of Manlineſ and Activity, which would diſco- 
ver their Genius, as much as their more ſerious Examinations. They 
would likewiſe ſee if any thing that happened at P/ay, would pro- 
« voke 
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vole them to ive 1/-Longuage, with which their Mafer, or: (if 
educated at Home) their'Porents, Kc. ought to be-acquainted, that 
they may have a gentle CorreFion, but not till next Day, that the 
others be not diſturbed at their. Paftime. -:- Te 

Lei the Children at the Schoo/,ſpend-one half of every Day, in learn- 
ing to read, write, Arithmetich, ſow, knit, or what their Parents. 
think fit they ſhould learn there; but let the other Part of the Day 
be ſpent in reading, and 4arning by heart ſome Portions of Scripture, 
or gad Bucks appointed on Purpoſe, to teach them their Duty, And 
when he comes to be /xteen Years old, let every poor Child have a 
Bible, Prayer-Book, and ſuch other good Books as may be thought 
proper to be read in Schools, given him, to be payed for by chari- 
table Contributions, Forfeitures, or, if theſe fail, at the Pariſb 8 

- When the Mafter or Miſreſt neglect Duty or misbehave, let the 
Overſeers, for the fit Offence, only reprehend in private for the 
Fault, not before the Children, leſt they loſe their Authority over 
them. For the ſecond, let the whole Corporation come together, 
and proceed to take away, not leſs than a Month's, and not more than 
fx Months Salery, as they ſhall judge the Offence to be. If, af- 
ter this, the ſame Maſter or Miſtreſs, is guilty of a third Offence, 
let the whole Corporation be called together, as before, and proceed 
to diſcharge him by Foe. If only fx of the eleven Over/cers, ſhall 
vote for his Diſcharge, let him be only deprived of that School, 
with Liberty to go to another, if he can get one. If eigbt ſhall 


vote againſt him, let it diſqualify him from ſerving in any School for 


Leet it allo be in the Power of the Operfeers, to require the P 
gents, Maſter, or Miſtreſs of a Child, to give him plain and decent 
Apparel; and on their Inability, to oblige the Overſeers of the Poor, 
to cloathe him once a Year. | 
If Parents of Ability, ſhall negle& to put out their Children Ap- 
prentices, or to breed them up in an induy#rious Way, let it be in the 
Overſeers Power to force them to it, by a reaſonable Fine. And if 
Church-wardens, &c. ſball neglect, as they now generally do, to put 
out poor Apprevtices, let it be in the Power of the Corporation of 
Overſeers of the Touth, to lay à Fine, not exceeding 5 J. nor under 
405. on each parochial Officer, ſo neglecting. And to the End, 
ſuch peor Apprentices may be conſcientiouſly treated, let it be in the 
Power of this Corporation to void the Indentures, and re-apprentice 
any Child, whoſe Maſter (living in their Difri#) doth not appear 
to them, capable to perform his Part of the Covenats he hath agreed 


to. | ; 

- Lafth, Let no Man be an Over/eer, who does not reſide in the 
Diſtrict or Pariſh. If any one is abſent e Meetings. together, let 
him forfeit 107. to buy Books, Ec. as above. And when any 


three Years. But if they are unanimous, let it be incapable for the PA. 


one dies, or moves out of his Diſtrict, let the others, at their next 


Meeting, ſummons the next oldeſt Man, qualified as above, to ſup- 
ply his Place; and let it be at the Choice of any one, to hald, or 
guit it, aiter he comes to 70, . . 
. . * a 6 


| 


a 
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We will now beg Leave to conclude, with farther explaining a | 
few Things in this Scheme, which our Readers may not preſently ſec 
the Reaſon or Uſe of. 5 | - | 

Firft, That the Overſeers ſhould come into their Office by Seni- 
ority, is highly proper, becauſe Perſons of the greateſt Prudence, 
Gravity, and Experience, ought to be in that Office, Beſides, it 
is preferable to elzfing them, becauſe, Election, in Towns and Pa- 
riſhes.are moſt Times in the Hands of one or two governing Men, & 
who would make them fall on their own Creatures; which private Y 
Influence ought, as far as poſſible, to be avoided, in a Matter of this 
Great Importance. 2 

Secondly, Our Readers muſt ſee, that, as we propoſed, here 1s 
full Liberty left, both to Parents and Diſſenters, to educate their Y 
own Children, as they are minded, provided they do it in a religi- 
ou, virtuous, and induſtrious {4 It is propoſed, indeed, that the 
ſmall Penalty of Four-Pence, ſhall be ſent inſtead of any Child who 
ſhould not come to the Meeting ; which, if it was thought a little X 
= + hard on Di/enters, on Sundays, may be omitted, in thoſe Caſes, where 
the Dient ing Meeting: bouſe is ſo far off, that the Children can't ap- 

ime enough at Examination at Church; the Deſign of the 
* being chiefly, that poor People may rather chuſe to ſend the 
Child than the Money, to the Week-day Meeting; and the Deſign of 
its being no more is, that if the Parent or Maſter, has extraordina 
Buſineſs for the Child to do, he may not be hindered in his Bu/neſs, 
paying that /ma/l Penalty. |, | 

We hope, no pious and well-meaning Difſenter will find Fault, ei- 
ther with the Miniſter's being one of the Overſeers, the Meeting 
once a Month at Church, or the Children's being put to read in 
ſome good Books, proper for their Inſtruction. As to the firft, tis 
= very proper the Miniſter of the Pariſh ſhould be one, and 
he is but one of eleven. The ſecond, I think, that conſidering the 
Liberty left to them, they have no Reaſon to object to. And, as 
to the third, if no other Books could be found out to general Satis- 
faction, not only all Proteflants, but all Chriſtians agree in the Holy 
Scriptures, tho' they differ in the Interpretation of them. To falve 
this, then, let the Di/enters Children be always put to read ſome 

Chapters in the Bible. 

Laſtly, The Power propoſed to be given to the Overſeers, to oblige 

Parents and Pariſh-Officers to breed up Children in Indu/try, ory 
apprentice them, is no more than is highly reaſonable, as the Children 
are Members of the Commonwealth. f is abſolutely neceſſary to their 
future Wellbeing; and, if Parents are either negligent or unable to 
do it, it is fit that this proper and prudent Precaution ſhould be 
taken by the Public, in Order to prevent, in due Time, the Bur- 
then and Diſgrace which 1dl People always bring upon it. 


I CHAP, 


TN! CF e 
4 Propoſal for the Re- eſtabliſpmant of ſtrict Order in Eng- 
land. A brief Account of the Order heretofore eſtabliſhed 
King Alfred the Great, with its happy Effetts. That 
the Imitation of tht ſame, as near as the Circumſtances of 


- the-Nation will admit, is the only effeftual Cure for our 
preſent Licentiouſneſs and Diſorders, 


IR John Spelman aptly and beautifully compares the confuſed 
) State to which this Nation was reduced in King Alfred's 
1 


me, by the frequent Invaſions and Inundations of the Danes, 
with that aniverſal Chaos, deſtitute of regular Being, Form, Life, 
Beauty, or Perfection, out of which Gop created the World 
Licentioufneſs was ſo epidemical, that there was no Part ſincere in 
the Commonwealth. Violence, Robberies, and Murthers, did infi- 
nitely abound. And tho' the Lars were frifer than formerly, yet 
the Means of Proſecution and Diſcovery was not anſwerable to what 
the Condition of the Times then required. | 
This Deſcription, ſetting aſide the Var which occaſioned it, ſeems 
to be but too true a Picture of our Times. We do not want Laws 
to puniſh the Vices of the Age; for, truly, a due Regard to the Li- 
betty of this Country, ought to make every Engliſhman, rather wiſh 
to 'A the great Number of our penal Laws leſſened than encreaſed: 
But we want to have ſuch Order renewed and eftabliſhed among us, 
as is proper to keep our Criminals from running away from, and 
avoiding the Puniſhment which the Law inflicts. This only can 
cure our preſent epidemical Corruption and Licentiouſneſs, eſpecially 
among the common People ; and this only can put a Stop to the 
Violence, Robberies, and Muri bers, which are ſo frequent among us. 
But the wiſe Inſtitutions of this great Law-giver of England, and 
principal under of our antient Conſtitution and Liberties, produced 
ſo ſtrange and ſudden a Change in the Kingdom ; © + That, whereas 
« before there was no travelling without a ſafe Convoy sf Arm,; 
0 preſently, there was not only lafe Paſſage, but all Places became ſo 
«« ſecure,that when the King, for Experience Sake, cauſed golden Brace- 
« {ets to be hung up in the Croſt- ways, they ſeemed to deride the 
« Paſſenger, for no Man durit lay his Hands on them. Virgins 


2 e > 


'« might fafcly travel any where alone: Nay, if any one left his 


„Money all Night in the Highways, he might come the next Morn- 
„ing, and be {ure to find it all, whole and untouched.” 

To effect this wonderful and happy Change in his People, this 
wviſe Prince did not make uſe of the Way ſo much practiſed in theſe 


* Life of >ed, Book 11. Pag. 9 
＋ Ibid, e 1 
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Times, (viz.) Subjecting them to many ſevere Pena! Laws; for, the 
Laws in thoſe Days, were much Jet ſevere, as well as, comparatively 
ſpeaking, infinitely % numerour, than they are at preſent. *** We 
may obſerve, in theſe Laws (ſays our Author) a great Regard had | 
« of Life, in Compariſon of what we find in the Laws of later | 
« Ages, which, for Remedy of very ſmall Offences, have too ready 
« a Reſort to Blood.” And juſt before, he rightly obſerves; Succted- 5 
ing Ages bave receded from them, not upon any better Advice of to hat was 
more equal, but rather upon the ſole Conſi rage? of” the Conſequence 
of Things, wherein Fear being the Agent, has, for Prevention's Sake, 
oftentimes enacted more ſeverely, than Equity, for meer Puniſpment of 
the Fact, would of itſelf have dn. The Way which the good King 
took to accompliſh this great Work, was this: p 
| He divided the whole Kingdom into Shires, and every Shire into 
Hundreds and Trithings, (that is, Diviſions that contained three Hun: 
15 dreds a- piece) and each Hundred into Tythings, or Societies of ten 
Men, more or leſs each“. Theſe ten Men being Houſholders, 
5 40 ſtood mutual Pledges to the King for the good Behaviour and Appear- 
Vance of one another, and of all the Perſons in their Hibing or 
"3X Dercennary, or FREEBOURG, (which Name was given to put 
XZ them in Mind that they were Societies of Free Men) and none was 
accounted a ige Man, or one that lived /egally, except he was com- 
prehended in a certain Hundred and Tything ; elſe, he was looked on, 
and puniſhed, as an Out-Larv. I-56 I”, 
If any one of 2 Decennary was ſuſpected and queſtioned of any 
Offence, and the Headboroughs or chief Pledges of the Free- bourgh 
would not undertake for his Appearance and Acquittal of himſelf, 
he was impriſoned, and to expect his Trial and the Severity of the 
Law. If he fled (whether before his finding Sureties or after) and 
were not brought in to anſwer, both the Hundred and'the Tything 
that he was of, incurred a Mulct or Fine unto the King, 
The Manner whereof (this Writer tells) appears more at large by the 
Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, to have been thus.—F f The Delin- 
| % quent flying, the Free-bourg or Tything had 31 Days given them 
44h to find him and bring him forth. If they failed of this, then the 
- p64 « Headborough or chief Pledge of that Free-bourg, with two more 
of the Free-bourg, procured three chief Pledges of three of the 
« next Free-bourgs, with two more out of each of thoſe Free- 
„ bourgs (which made twelve in all) to ſwear with them, that, in their 
-| «© Conſcience, the Free-bourg was innocent, both from Privity of 
x e the Fault and Flight of the Delinquent. If the Neighbour Free- 
* bourgs could not be drawn to this, then the Free-bourg, whence 
the ſuſpected fled, was, by a good round Fine, compelled to make 
** SatisfaCtion to the King, according to the Quality of the Fact 
committed, to which Fine the Goods of the Delinquent (if any 
* he had) were, in the firſt Place, liable, as far as they would go; 


17 but they failing, the Reſidue Was to be ſupplied by a general Levy 


17 Ibid, 109. 
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" upon all che whole Free-bourg; who beſides, were put, Man by 
«© Man, to purge themſelves by their corporal Oath from being pri- 


4 vy, either to the Fault or Flight, and to ſwear that they would 


bring forth the Delinquent to Judgment, whenſoever they could 
« find him out. | | 
If it happened, that a Way faring Man (Friend or Stranger) 
« lodged in any Man's Houſe, and grew to be ſuſpected of any Of- 
«« fence, if when he was ſought for, he could not be found, it was en- 
« quired how long head ſtayed in the Houſe, If it appeared he 
% had not ſtayed above two Nights, the Houſholder might, by the 
« Oath of himſelf and two of- his Neighbours, purge himſelf from 
% Suſpicion of Privity with the Delinquent, which if he did, he 
« was diſcharged ;- but if the Gueſs had lodged three Nights in the 
*« Houſe, the Malter was then to have him forth-coming, or to an- 
« ſwer for him.“ | | 
When the King had made ſo exact a Diſtribution of his People, 
and in this Manner made them mutual Pledges for the good Beha- 
viour of one another, he applied himſelf to the Reformation of the 
Courts. of Fudicature, Magiſtrates, and Officers, in every County: 
Some of whom had ſo far forgot that they were Mini/ers of Fuſtice, 
that they adminiſtered the Government of the Countries, rather as 
Rights of Lordſhip, than as Offices of Charge and Duty * ; and for 
their Lord. lite Carriages, were called Vice-Domini, or Vidomes. He 
therefore made ſeveral conſiderable, but neceſſary Aiterations, in the 
Method of adminiſtering the Law; rendering thereby the due Ex- 
ecution of  Jultice, the Means of Suit, and ready Proſecution of Right 
eaſier to the SybjeF. Ceunty- Courts were then (under the King him- 
ſelf) the Highe/# Caurts in the Kingdom; and, together with their 
inferior. Courts, held in every Trithing, Hundred-Courts, and Leets, 
were certainly a moſt natural, eaſy, and excellent Way of doing Pub- 
lick, Justice, perfectly conſiſtent with publick Liberty. | 
„Of theſe. Courts, the LeeT, or View of Frank Pledge, was an- 
tiently accounted, Summa & Maxima Securitas Regni, The Great 
Security of the Comnionwealth 3. and was (ſays our Author) the whole 
and ſole Adminiſtration of Juſtice criminal in inferior Matters, as 
Force, Treſpaſs, and Misbebhaviour, that was in the Kingdom. This 
Court was particularly inſtituted to keep the People to the Obſer- 


vation of the admirab/e Order above deſcribed : And altho' it hath 
been for a long Time decaying, and its Juriſdiction transferred, b 


little and little, to Courts of a ſuperiour Nature, fince erected; ſo 
that Leets now bear little more than the Shadow of their firſt Inſti- 
tution ; yet the Publick ſeem to have been ſo little Gainers by the 
Change, that our more modern E/tab/iſpments ſeem to be full as far 
ſhort of its true Wiſdom and excellent Uſe, as they do of its Anti- 
quity.—— For, our Author continues thus, (Page 117, &c.) 

„ That we may the better conceive of their Excellence, we may 
e obſerve, that had they continued in Practice, according to their 


* Ibid. p. 112. T Pag. 116, &c. 8 
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ec antient Uſe, they, in many Things, even unto this Day, would © 
« not have been unprofitable to the Commonwealth; and, for In- 
« ſtance, the continual Trouble and Contention, that is daily raiſed 
« between Town and Town, about the Sertling of People charge- 
« able, or feared to be chargeable; the univerſal Complaint of the Li- 
« ' centiouſne/1and Unrulin(ſs of Servants, who, for the Liberty they now 
« have of changing at their Pleaſure, will ſtay in no Place, nor ſerve, 
« but upon ſuch Conditions both for Work and Wages, as is grievous 
« to Maſters, and gives Trouble to all the Jaſtices in the Kingdom to 
« regulate ; the Peſter and . . of the Kingdom with ſuch a 
«« Surcharge of vagrant and diſorderly _ that more and more now 
« a-days abound, and many other ſuch-like Incondeniencies had been 
« all avoided, or, in a great part remedied by the Obſervance of the 
« Law of Frank-Pledpe. For, when one could not leave the Free- 
« bourg of which he was, without the Allowance and Teſtimo- 
4 nial of the Borſholder, nor enter any new Free-bourg that would 
% not warily examine the Condition of their New-come Decennar, 
« whom they were to receive, and might, perhaps, be put to an- 
„ {wer for all the Evils that conſequently follow; the Liberty and 
« Facility of ſhifting up and down, muſt needs be undoubtedly pre- 
« yented: Beſides that, the continual Suſpe&t and Eye that was 
% upon ſuch People, and the ready Proſecution even at Home of 
«« the leaſt Offences, that could be committed againſt - Neighbourhood 
« and Good manners, Which was ſtrictly then exerciſed in thoſe 
«© Courts, did prevent the very Diſpofition of ill-minded Men from 
« the Attempt of diſſolute Courſes.” Nothing now comes up 
to this, either for Strictneſs of Order, the Excellency of its Effect, 
or Eaſineſs of Execution. | 3 

| Theſe, and like theſe, were the Inſtitutions, by which this wiſe 
and pious Prince endeavoured to make his People free, as the Thoughts 
of Man. And altho' we. would not be underſtood, by the imperfect 
Sketch here given of them, to propoſe or wiſh for their Re eſta- 
bliſhment in the Manner then uſed, if it could, at this Diſtance of Time, 
be perfectly diſcovered ; yet, to look back to the Cauſes of the preſent 
Decay of Virtue, and Licentiouſneſs among the common People, I 
can't help being humbly of Opinion, and hope that all judicious 
Perſons will concur with me, that nothing can ſo effectually cure it, 
as Methods taken from this antient Model, and ſuited, as near as 
is conſiſtent with anſwering their true Deſign, with the Eſtabliſh- 
ments, Laws, and Cuſtoms now in Uſe. © ks 
For, beſides the /irr/e Cate which hath been generally taken in 
moſt Reigns, to fill the Commiſion of the Peate with Gentlemen, 
whole Wiſdom, Integrity, and Knowledge of the Law, render'd them 
equal to the Great 75, which the Multiplicity of our Statutes hath 
veſted in them; and whoſe Juriſdiction, as it is every Day encrea- 
ling, from the Nature and Reaſon of Things, plainly requires, that 
greater Care than ever ſhould be taken to admit none into the Exer- 
Ciſe of their Great Pazcer, who are not qualified for the due Diſcharge 
of their Duty, by the above-mentioned Virtues and Arcompliſbments: 


(709) - 
And, . beſides the too great Exafions of Juſtices Clerks in their Fes, 
which, like all other burt bhenſome Expence in Law- Proceedings, are 
like ſo many Medi that dam up the regular Current of pub/ick Fuftice; 
I take the following to be the principal Cauſes of the preſent great 
Diſarders and Licentionſneſs of the common People. ag 
, The Negligence of Conftables, Petty-Con/tables, Headboroughs, 
Tythingmen, &c, in the Performance of their Duty; one great Rea- 
ſon of which is, the Multitude / People at preſent contained within a 
Hundred or Tything, who make it proportionably more troubleſome 
to an Officer, to perform his Duty, was he otherwiſe diſpoſed to do it. 
;24hy,. The. Neglect of Pariſbes and Pariſp. Officers, in entertaining 
and ſuffering ſo many People to reſide in their Pariſh, either as Houſe- 
beldars, Inmates, Servants, FJourneymen, FVagrants, &c. of whom 
they have neither Certificate, from their Pariſh, Teſimonial of their 
good Behaviour, nor who have lawful Authority to ask Alms. A 
Perſon now a-days, no ſooner. does an unlawful Ad at his proper 
Home, but away he runs, forty, 4203. or a hundred Miles; and by 
this means, not only avoids the Puniſhment of the Law, but grows 
a ſtill more thorough · paced Villain. ER 
.3dly, A Spirit of Connivance at Crimes; which now unhappily 
| 32 the Generality of People, as is very plain from the Difficul- 
ty to get Eyidences againſt a Criminal. This Spirit, which is owing, | 
in ſome, to a Likeneſs of Guilt, and in others, to a falſe Pity, and ill. 
directed Gaod-Nature, is cheriſhed, even among many honeſt People 
of Subſt ance, from the Incendiary Letters, Threats and Miſchiefs, 
that have been practiſed in our Time; which have ſealed the Mouth 
of many a timorays, Man. I have myſelf known ſeveral Inſtances of 
People of Subſtance, who have been afraid to give their Evidence, or 
do their Dazy, againſt Perſons of a thorough bad Reputation, for fear 
of having private Miſchief done them. | 
- 4thly, The great Charge which Pariſþ-Officers may cauſe to their 
| Pariſh, and Trouble to themſelves, in ſtirring to put the Laws in Exe- 
cation, at a Time when almoſt every Pariſh is full of poor Intruders 
14 who come without Certificates from their Pariſhes, Perſons guilty of 
* Naſfardy, Runagate Inmates, Children who run away from their Ap- 
F prenticeſhips, Servants who come without Teftimonials, Pagrants, &c. 
of which I will give one Iaſtance : ( Suppoſe) a Vagabond Fellow has 
187 run away from his Country, and made a ſhift to hire a Houſe, and 
1 bring a Wie, or Whore, and, it may be, ſeveral Children into a Pa- 
| 5 riſh ;----the Officers move, according to Duty, to carry him Home. 
4 2 1/7, There is a Warrant to take him up, coſts One Shilling ; his Exa- 
159 nation, One Shilling more; the Qrder for Removal, Five or Tex Shil- 
| 1 lings; beſides the Loſs of Time, and Expence of Attendance. Next, 
7 it may be, the Intruder's Pariſh is fifty, a hundred, or a hundred and 
#f Miles off; a Pariſh muſt be put to a very great Charge, and the 
y — to as great Trouble, in the Removal of ſuch a Family. When 
'þ i all this is done, perhaps, the Fellow has perjured himſelf, or the 
44 Children may be Ba/ards, born in Vagrancy elſewhere; and there 
1 enſues a La Suit, more expenſive and troubleſome than 1 
| | | | paſlec 
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(71) 
ifſed already; the Detifion of which is doubrfu? into the Bargain: 
uch poſſible, nay probable, Events as this, together with the ſeſſer 

Troubles and Charges, that do frequently ariſe from Baffardy, Vagrants, 
Misbebhaviour, &c. in a Time of ſuch Epidemical Diſorder as the pre- 
ſent, do all concur in creating Diſcouragements to boneff Publick-ſpi- 
rited Officers, and is no ſmall Reaſon why our Laws in theſe Reſpects 
are ſo i/lexecuted, and Iniguity ſo much abounds! To which we 
may add, | | | Af beds 
5460) The /ittle Care which is taken to make Houſholders anſwer 
for the Misbehaviour of their Inmates. | 
From theſe Five Cauſes laſt mentioned, of the Diſorders and Licen- 
tiouſneſs now reigning in England, I think, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, from the Nature of Things, that hardly any thing can effectu- 
ally cure them, unleſs it ſhall, in Imitation of King A/fred's Inſti- 
tutions, | | | 
17, Divide our preſent Hundreds and Tythings, that, agreeable 
with their Names, the former may not amount to Tͥ¹] Hundred, nor 
the latter to Twenty, Houſes; by means of the Sma/lneſs of which Di- 
viſions, the Officers of the Peace will be enabled to look more eaſily 
and carefully to the Diſcharge of their Day. 
24ly, Make 8 Tything and Hundred anſwerable, by way of a 
00d Fine, for any Crime committed within it, or by any Perſon be- 
onging to it; unleſs they can bring the Offender to Juſtice, within a 
ſet Time ; or, at the End of it, can prevail upon three honeſt diſin- 
tereſted Men, out of each of three neighbouring Hundreds, with the 
Conſtable and two more of the ſame Hundred, to give their Opinion 
on Oath vf the Innocency of the Hundred and Tything, not only as 
to the Fault and Flight of the Delinguent, but alſo, that they have 
omitted nothing, proper to bring him to F«/tice, ſince his Flight. 
34ly, Make every Perſon who ſhall entertain a Ne- Comer, or let 
either Houſe or Lodgings to a Nerv Family, anſwerable to the King, by 
Fine, for any Crime or Offence, ſuch eu may commit, after 
they ſhall have entertained them, in either of the above-mentioned 
Ways, two Nights; except they ' ſhall bring a Teſtimonial of their 
good Behaviour, ſigned by the Conſtablè of the Hundred whence they 
came, and deliver to the Conftab/z of the Hundred they come to re- 
fide or live in. And fo, in like manner, to the Pariſb; to pay all 
Expence it ſhall be put to, by ſuch intruding Perſon or Family; ex- 
cept a /awful Certificate be brought to the Pariſh-Offcers, from the 
Officers, &c. whence the Perſon or Family came. 
4thly, Make every Perſon who ſhall relieve a Vagrant, or buy any 
thing, the Travelling with which to /e//, is, by our Laws, deemed 
Begging, liable to maintain and provide for the Perſon they ſo relieve, 
one Year afterwards; at the End of which, the Beggar to be account- 
ed a legal Pariſhioner, where the Reliever dwells ; but if the Conflable 
or Tythingman of the Place, did ſee the Perſon begging, wandring, or 
misbehaving himſelf, let him be liable, at his own Expence, to main- 
tain him fx Months of the Year above-mentioned, if he did not ap- 
prehend him, according to his Duty. | | 
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We will now conclude this Propo/a/, with a few neceſſary Expla- | 
nations. 1 | | : 
According to this Scheme, there would be one or more Conftables 
in almoſt every Pariſh; few Pariſhes having now ſo few as a hundred 
Houſes in them; but where they fall ſhort, two or more contiguous 
Pariſhes may be, as at preſent, joined together, and the Hundred 
might have the ſame certain Limits, as the Tythings have now. But 
there would be a great deal of Difficulty and Trouble in making cer- 
tain "little 4/lotments of Land, round every ten, or between that 
Number, and twenty Houſes, for every Tythingman to know the Ex- 
tent of his Juriſdiction ; which Trouble may, I think, be avoided, 
and yet the Order here propoſed to be eſtabliſhed, preſerved. For 
in Caſes of Crime or Miſdemeanour, it is reaſonable that a Tytbingman 
or Headborough ſhould be empower'd to ſeize any Criminal or ſuſpect - 
ed Perſon uſually inhabiting within his Decennary, wherever he can 
mind him within the Hundred; which will be more effectual to the 
ſpeedy apprehending of ill People, than confining an Officer within 
narrower Bounds. So that now there remains no Difficulty on that 
Head, but the Diviſion of the Houſes into Decennaries, which indeed. 
is not worth mentioning, and the placing any new erected Houſes 
within ſome Decennary, which, if built in a doubtful Place, ought 
to be allotted to ſome Tything or other, at a Meeting of the Conſtable 
and all the Tythingmen, next after ſuch Houſe is built. 
Alfred making every Tything and Hundred anſwerable for the 
good Behaviour and Appearance of every Perſon in it, was certainly a 
wiſe and effectual Way to make each Perſon watch the Conduct 


ve 

of his Neighbour, and endeavour to detect him in his Crimes, thro” 
the always powerful and prevailing Principle. of S,. Love; and is 
therefore the only Way to cure that Spirit of Connivance, we have 
ſpoken of above. For when a Man is {ure that his own Pocket muſt 
one Day pay dear for his Silence, and withal, that if a Perſon ſhould 
do him any Miſchief, no Place-will dare to receive him if he runs 
away, and that he can hardly * the Puniſhment of the Law; 

who 


there will not be ofie in twenty, will conceal his Neighbour's 
Faults. But whereas the Circumſtances of the Nation are much 
altered from what they were in A4/fred's Time, ſo that the Majority 
of a Tything may be ſo poor, that they can pay no Money; let 
ſuch poor People undergo ſome corporal Puniſhment, which fhall be 
judged equal to the Fine payed 24 their more _/#b/antia/ Neighbours ; 
which will be no more than is juſt, every Perſon beingliable to Puniſh- 
ment, only, in his 1 Capacity. Nor, is the Way taken for a Tyth- 
ing to clear itſelf from Suſpicion, leſs miſe and excellent; for as the 
Nine to be taken from the neighbouring Decennaries, might ſome time 
or other be in the lite Caſe, This is enough to make them judge 
with Candour, and make all reaſonable Allowances to excuſe their 
Neighbour Decennary; at the ſame time, that it obliged every Tything 
to endeavour to preſerve a good Reputation, for fear that, in Time of 
Need, they might not be able to prevail with their Neighbours to 
undertake tor them. Laſtly, the new Diviſion propoſed above, ” 


* . : 
5 l E 
the ſame Reafon for it now, as was for that in A/red's Time. - The 
Reaſon fot making ſuch ſmall Diviſions then, was not only, that all 
Perforis ih a Tything might know one another; but alſo, that they 
might ſee cally when any one entertained. an Iimate, or bropght 4 7 
New-comer, of .mizhebaved hifnſelf ; all which is both reaſonable and 
neceffary, Where a. Spciety is bound fot the god Behaviour of its ; 
Members; which Reaſon ſtill continues in the ſame Force: For, 
fince the Nation is increaſed, in many Places, Prev „more 352 
ten to one, to what it was at that Time, as it is hardly poſſible that 
ey Would have ſuch 105 £54 upon one zuother, nay, in many 
Aces, that they ſhould ſo much as Koe each, other; it would ſeem 
very hard, in that Caſe, that Perſons ſhould, be liable to he Zzed 
or puniſhed for one ahother's Misbehaviour. For which Reaſon, as 
our Law ſeems to have taken from theſe Saxon Frank- Pledges, the 
Obligation which it now Iays.in ſome Caſes, :25 of Reblery, malicious 
Fetting fire to Houſes, &c. on the Hundfed, to pay the Damage 3 it 
much to be wilhed that the Tame ſtrict and eaſy Method of a Fe 
ing People in Orger, and of 17 7 Rogaes, was allo continued. 
The making every Perſon who ſhall, bring. a Nerv. camer into 4 
Tything or Pariſh, whether by letting him a Hoz/e or 0 85, or 
as an Tamale, Servant, Apprentice, or Fourneymans anſwetable for his 
%% Bebgviaur to the Tything and Hundred, and alſo for a 
$9 feck Paton of te Frnde, war pat the Pariſh to, woul 
effectualy make all New-comers bring ſuch Tefimonialt and Cortifi- 
cates with them, becauſe few would run the Riſque of entertaining 
them without it; which would, at once, cure ſeveral very —_— | 
gerous, and expenſive Evils, Which now hurt the Pablick 3 it wou 
be very difficult for Robbers, &c. to find Places to reſort to, and hi 
in; none could run away from Jullice, or from their Service, Pariſh, 
or Family; and the Trouble of Fufices f the Prace and Pariſhes 
about ſettling People chargeable, or feared to be chargeable, wanld be 
at en Whereas now, the greateſt Part of theſe Dangers, of 
this Trouble and Expence, is occalioned by People who. have Jie 
Jntereft,' either in the Welfare of the Pub, or of their Pariſb; 
who myſt bear the Burtheps they are pleaſed. to {addle them with, 
If any Thing will effectually put a Stop to the infigite Number of 
P agrants and Beggars, with whom this Nation 4s now fo dane, 
over · run, in Defiance of Laus which, one would think, were more than 
ſufficient, and were they faithfully executed, as they are wiſely mace, 
would be more than ſufficient to cauſe, that there ſhould be no ſuch 
Thing as a Yagrant or Beggar in the Kingdom; I ſay, if any Thing 
can effectually ſuppreſs them, it is what I propoſed above, (viz.) 
The making the Reliever and the Officer, 1z3hgzone for the Encourage» 
ment he gives, and the cher for neg lacking bt; Duty, liable to the 
immediate Maintenanes of che Fagrant or one Year. And the ſub- 
jecting the Pariſb to maintain him afterwards, one would think, 
ſhould, together wick the nero_Regi/ations propoſed above, be enough 
to make the preſent Law rapainit Vagabond, Qual , for not only 
dhe Pariſh would be bound to maintain him afterwards, but the 
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Tything, into which he would be hereby incorporated, and that 
- might be put to anſwer for his 8 Mishehaviour, would be highly 
- intereſted in the apprehending him. | | | 
If to theſe was added, ſtill farther, in Imitation of the regular 
Order of our Saxon Anceflors, That every Perſon who ſhould entertain 

a Stranger, guilty or ſuſpected of committing 4 Crime, but one Night, 

- ould be obliged to get the Conſtable of his Hundred, and tro more 
of honeſt Reputation, of his Neighbours, to go before a Magiſtrate 
or proper Court, to give on Oath their Opinion of his Innocency, or 
pay a good Fine; it would moſt effectually put a Stop, both to Publick 
Ribbers, and to the Diſorders of our Alehouſes. For it is a Misfor- 
tune to England, that the Edge of her Laws points chiefly againſt 
Robbers themſelves; but (with Submiſſion be it ſpoken) not enough 
againſt their larting Den, Now, were there no Houſes of / Cha- 
rafter allowed in our Hundreds and Tythings, to be the Receptacles of 
Villains, we ſhould ſoon find them obliged to keep at Home, and 
live honeſt. E 1 
But was ſuch frictk Order ever to take place again in our Iſland, 
That the Poor might not be thereby debarr'd from going to work 
abroad and get their Livelihood, every Conſfable, and Pariſh-Officers 
ought to be obliged to give a poor Man, a Teſtimonial of his good 
Behaviour, and Certificate of his Pariſb when required, or to ſhew 
Cauſe of Reſaſal before ſome Magiſtrate or proper Court. For, ma- 
ny Pariſhes do now impoſe a real Hardfpip.on their Poor, and conhne 
* within their Pariſh,” or force em to ſhift about where they can, 
like Vagrants, by denying them legal Certificates : Whether any Pa- 
Tiſh can do fo /awfully, being no Lawyer, I do not take upon me to 
determine ; but to look upon it in a wn, A Reaſon, it ſeems far 
from either humane or jy, to add one Miſery to another, by con- 
fining a Man to his Pariſh, where perhaps he can hardly get Bread, 
only for his Misfortune in being Poor; beſides, that it may in ſome 
Caſes be prejudicial both to our Tradeſmen and Farmers. On the 
in their being confined to their Pariſh; or even, in caſe 
they were to be ſent back to it, for any Crime or Misbebaviaur; would 
be no more than a mild and reaſonable Puniſhnient, which would 
*greatly contribute towards'making poor People live in an orderly Man- 
ner, and behave well. | | 
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(675) 
ro. vg alm by yd 
8 n . 
A Propoſal for aboliſhing our Taxes on Commodities, and 
raiſing the publick Supplies by a Tax on the Income of the 
Subjects. Some Account of the Exciſes in Spain, and their 
Abolition; That there is a greater Neceſſity of doing the ſame 
Here; That Taxes on Commodities reſt on the Conſumer, - 
not on Land; The Tax eſtabliſhed in Spain, by Ximines, 
the moſt natural and juſt Method of "Taxation, and 1s 


therefore, proper to be eſtabliſhed in every Country, but 
particularly in Great-Britain, at this Time. 


O conſider the pernicious Effects of our Cu/oms and Exciſer, 
in Regard to thoſe great Eſſentials of natural Happineſs, Li- 
berty, Trade, and the Morals of infinite Numbers of our People; 
there is nothing which a good Engliſpman ought more ardently ta 
wiſh to ſee accompliſhed, than the Abolition of Duties, or. Taxes, 
on CoMMODITIES. | 

But; alas! among the many Nations with whom this hurtful Me- 
thod of Taxing hath been eltabliſhed, there have been ſo very few 
Inſtances of its being ever aboliſhed, till after it hath had the principal 
Hand in putting an End to the Liberty, ruining the Trade, and leſ- 
ſening the Riches and Porver of the Common- wealth; that the Pre- 
cedents of other Nations, ſet but a melancholy Proſpect before our 
Eyes! They have, in general, loſt their former Freedom: And, I 
wiſh that Great-Britain, by too much adopting their arbitrary 
Maxims, may not one Day follow their n of Slavery ! 

Indeed, the Hiſtory of Spain, furniſhes an Inſtance of their timely 
and peaceable Abolition, by the Authority of Cardinal Ximines, whom 
Dr. Geddes * hath moſt deſervedly characterized, as the wiſeft and 
moſt difi * Stateſman that Spain, or, perhaps, any other Kingdom 
euer had. Tis well worth remarking too, that this was done under 
the two greatef and toiſeſt Princes that ever governed in that Kingdom, 
viz. Ferdinand and Tſabella; through whoſe Princely Care, the Peo- 
ple of Spain, not only enjoyed ſuch a Golden Age of Happineſs, as 
rendered their Memory dear to After-Ages, like that of the immor- 
til Queen Elizabeth among us; but theſe are the Princes who layd 
the Foundation of all the Greatneſs and Riches, paſt, preſent, and to 
come, of that potent and flouriſhing Monarchy. Thuanas rightly ob- 
ſerves, to the Glory of this Reign, Nomen Hiſpanicum obſcurum an- 
tea & Vicinis pene incognitum, tum primum emerſit ; traftugue temporis 
in tantam magnitudinem excrevit, ut farmidoloſum ex eo & terribile toti 
terrarum Orbi efſe ceperit. Truly, nothing is a more glorious Indi- 


cation of that Royal Virtue and Benevolence, whereon the Power and 
# Miſc, Tracts, Vol. I. p. 207, 
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Breatneſ of Kingdoms are always built and upheld, than the Rex- 
1 + dinefs which the Qn 1/abeila" ſhewed to eaſe her Subjects of 
q .  _ Coflile, of the Oppreſſions of the Alcgvala, or Exciſe, on the Com- 
ö plaint of her Miniſter. 8 | 

It was a rare Inſtance of true Patriotifen indeed, to ſee à Great 

Miniſter complaining to his Srereign againſt the Oppreſſions which 

the People ſuffered from an Exciſe, and beſeeching her to put 

an End to his own Power to oppreſs; a Power of which Miniſters 
are generally tea fond to part with, till they have by it gone large 

Steps towards putting an End to, either their Fellow- Subjects Li- 

berty, or their Sovereign's King ſhip But this was the Work of a 

4 — difinterefied Miniſſet; a Miniſter who knew how to gain 

Public Authority, by ſacrificing Fache Influence, and to erect to his 

Royal Maſter and Miſtreſs an Empire of Love and Loyalty in the 

Hearts of, their People, wherein confilt both the Strength and 

Glory of Princes. | * 2 | 

I believe, it cannot be denied, that Great- Britain hath, on ſe- 
veral Accounts, much greater Reaſon to wiſh for the Aboliſhment 
of this Method of Taxing, than Spain had. at that Time.—1f, 

The Alcavala amounted to no more than the Tenth Part of the Va- 

lue of the Goods, which was taken of all that were either /d or 

exchanged; whereas, our Duties on Commodities are well known to 
be much higher. 2%, The Power which our Officers of the Re- 
rente have to enter and ſearch Ships and privat, Houjes ; whereas, in 

Spain, they took the Oath of the Merchant and Saleſman, to decide 

ePrice ot Value of the Goods. — And, 34ly, The Welfare of Britain 
en in a much more abſolnte Manner on her Trade, than that 
of Spain did; for the Kings of Eng/dnd have not the Mines of the 

Indies to ſubſiſt on, as the Kings of Spain have, which were diſco- 
vered in the Reign of the Princes above-mentioned. "Tis true, 
we have had, Gop. be thanked, our Share, of thoſe, Riches, with 
the Ognrs themſelves ; but it is to our Liberties which encourage 

the Subject to traffick, and to our Jade that we are indebted for it: 
It is hee, which, together with the natural Bravery of our People, 
have rendered Great-Britain firmidable to her Neighbours, and fo ' 
many Times wiforious over her Enemies. And therefore, it de- 
. « Terves well to be conſidered, that whatever Oppreſſions and Diſ- 

couragements our Liberties and Trade lie under from, the Method of 
coll:Qing our yearly Revenue; this Nation not only grows ſo much 
the weaker and poorer within herſelf, but her Enemies, as they are 
hereby enabled to get our Trade from us, become ſo much the 
ric her and flronger. 

What hath been ſaid, as it tends to ſhew our Readers the great 
Neceſlity we lie under to make ſome Alterations in the Method of 
collecting our Revenue; ſo, I hope, it will have its due Weight to 
make every one uſe his honeſt and prudent Endeavours to promote 
it according to his Ability, if ever a proper Time ſhould come. But, 
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alas! ſuch a Time, confidermg our preſent Cireumſtanees, is rather» © | 
to be wien or defited, than hiyed for. However, before we pre- 5 
ſume, with Submiſſion to better Judgments, humbly to propoſe a So 
Met bol of Taxation, which wil} free us from theſe. Evilr, we will a 
beg leave to uſe ſome farther Arguments to diſpoſe the Nation im) //) 
general, to favour a Scheme of Taxing ; which being eſtabliſhed on | 
the w_ juſt Principle, viz. the Incamss and Abilities of thoſe who 
pay, i be, J hope, as near as poſſible, equa/ and juſ between the 
ſeveral Intereſts of the Landed Gentleman, Merchant, Trader, and 
others, whereof the common National later is made up. | 
Tuff and Eguity are the very Eſence of what we call Civil or 
Political Liberty; and the great End of Society, is to adminiſter them, 
womens | among the different Members of it. For this Reaſon, 
as the juſt and equitable Rights of ſociate Members, „ de as 
much injured by an znequal Manner of laying the pubhek „as 
in any other Way whatſoever; no leſs Care ought to be taken to 
the Burthen equally on the Shoulders of all, than to do Fu/fice to par- 
ticular Mer Nay, rr, Jn Pale and a Regard to the gæ- 
feral TmereF, both of Government People, require ſtiſl greater 
Care; for, altho', when Taxes are light, or propoſed to dure but 
a ſhort Time, their Partiahty may be borne with and over- looked: 
yet, when a Var, or à large publick Debt, make it neceſſary to im- 


155 a heavy flanding Tax upon 2 People, the Inequality of it, is an u 
„ — — Row o the in exerting her full Strength, either to | 
maintain the Var, or difcharge the Debt, in an exact Proportion, 

as any one Body of Men is excuſed, and another over-charged. For 
Inſtance; ſuppoſe Taxes to be laid ſo unequally, that any large Body 
of a Nation ſhould not pay Half, a Third, or Fturth Part of their 
juſt Share with the reſt; that Share of their Subſtance, ſo favoured 
ot exempt, might not unjuſtly be compared to a large Body of Troops 
in an Army, which, before a Battle, ſhould ſeparate themſelves from 
the others, and remain idle Spectators oi the Combat, whilſt their 
Fellows engaged the common Enemy: For which Reaſons, certainly, 

the nearer a Tax comes to ja and impartial, the more it is for our 

Country's . Intereſt, and 12 better 1 juſt Governors and publick- 
ſpirited Men will like it. 


In our preſent Circumſtances, it is alſo well worth every Engliſh- 
man's while to conſider what will be the probable Conſequence, if 
his Country ſhould be forced to engage in a War, before-any con- 
ſiderable Part of the National Debt is pay'd off. Let us ſuppoſe only, 
that ſuch a War might laſt as long as the /ate Mar did, and eoſt av 
many Millions, even, altho' it was to be attended with the like al- 
moſt unparallelled Courſe of Victories: I am apt to think, it will puz- 
zle thy, abi Head to ſhew how the Money can be raiſed to defray 
the Expence, according to the preſent Method of collefting the publick 
Revenue, without bringing ſo many Families to Ruin, as will greatly 
endanger the Nation's falling into very extraordinary Convulfions. 
We ſeem, at preſent, under the Hard Dilemma, of either having our 
e eee g 
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which Spain hath,” for a long Time, with Impunity, committed on 
our MERC HAN TS; or, of revenging the Oppreſians and Bar- 
barities which that mo/? uſeful Body of Men have ſo long ſuffered; 
whoſe :unparallalled Induſtry, Contempt of Dangers, and Pains, are 
"M the great Support of the Nation, and have raiſed her to all her paſt 
4 P / or preſent Greatneſs. And if this juſt and neceſſary Vindication of 
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the Nation's Honour, and our Merchants Wrongs, ſhould be the 
Beginning of a long and tedious War, hardly any thing ſeems ca- 
Fable to ſupport the Expence of it, but an egua/ Tax on the Sub- 
L 5 es, joined to a Reduction of our other Expences, and the utmoſt 


Fox. — — — by — e , 8 


ality in our publiek Oeconom . 8 
But, becauſe ſome Authors of great Authority, and unqueſtionable 
Pablick Spirit, have ſeemed to be of Opinion, that, let our Taxes - 
be layed where they will, they are payed by the Land at laſt ; which, 
i it were really the Caſe, not only invalidates any ST . 
ing, by which Traders and others are propoſed to be Rated; but 
proves that the only ju and wiſe Way of Taxing, is to lay the 
whole Charge of the Government immediately on the Land, let it 
amount to what it will; {for Taxes certainly fall the heavier at haſt, 
the more Hands they paſs through, before they are repayed by the 
real Payer.] To take away any Objection that may be made on this 
Account, I. ſhall next endeavour to ſhew, that Merchants, Traders, 
and others, whoſe Subſtance doth not conſiſt, nor their Maintenance 
ariſe from a Lanued Etats, may be taxed, and do at preſent pay out 
of their own Pockets, their full Share of the Public Revenue, raiſed 
by Cuſtoms and Exciſes, without being ever re-imburſed in the Way 
of Trade. This, I ſay, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew as briefly as I 
can: In which, if Fam miſtaken; as a Lover of Truth, I ſhall rejoice 
in nothing more, than to be ſet right: As, on the contrary, if what 
we have advanced ſhould be proved to be true, we ſhall till retain 
the moſt perfect Aſteem, both for that Great Philoſopher, who firſt 
advanced this Notion, and alſo for thoſe excellent Patriots ftill living, 
45 who borrowed it from him, and, on a late memorable Occaſion, 
Th ' made ſo good Uſe of his Authority and admirable Arguments. To 
E , Proceed then: | | : ; . 
vall medii When a Tax is layed on any Commodity, it is very plain, that it 
ti. doet not reſt on the Merchant who imports it, if it be of foreign Pro- 
| duce; nor on the. Maker, Seller or Retailer, if of Home Growth or 
Manufacture: The Tax is only advanced before-hand by Theſe to the 
Government, every one of whom lends his Money to the Conſumer, | 
who repays it at laſt with U/vry, in the Advantages taken on that 
Account upon him. If indeed, after this, every Conſumer of our 
7 Cuſtomed or Exciſed Goods, had his whole Subſtance in Land, or 
Was wholly maintained by itz then, it would be to no purpoſe to 
look out to lay our Taxes on any beſides the Landed - Man. But as 
there-are infinite Numbers of Conſumers whoſe Incomes ariſe from- 


Trade and other Buſineſſes, who have no Subſtance at all in Land, nor 
Ne derſt Parrot Their —— depends on it; tis impoſſible, that 
the Sharg of the Pub/ick Reyerue Which they pay in the taxed 92 
py * hy . . * = | ; il ies q 
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' ities they conſume, ean in any Shape whatever revert on the Land £9 a4 
ſo as to be to be payed by it at ht oe ny 
There ſeems to be no poſſible Way for ſuch a Perſon to make him 
ſelf whole again, but by raiſing the Price of what he ſelli or lives on. 
accordingly. And ſuppoſe, a Merchant, Trader, or one of any Cali- 
ing independent on the Land, on being obliged to pay a certain Sum 
towards the Supplies of the Government, either in _the Commozitie 
he conſumes, or by the Money being layed directſy on him ſhould- 
be able to rate the Price of the Commodity he deals in, a little, fo 
as to get it again: Why may not the Farmer, Grafier, &c. do the 
ſame, on the Corn, Cattle, Wool, Cheeſe, and other Things produced: 
by our Lands? 80 that, the Tax would only occafion/a' mutual Rije- 
of Commodities, equally beneficial and-prejudicial; on all Sides. 
But to come cloſer to the Point: Altho' it can't be denied, that the 
Price of Things is affected this Way; yet, every Mas of Buſineſs. 
knows it is very far from being in the Power of any Saleſman who - 
ever, to repay himſelf his Share of Taxes in this Manner; for, as 
every Perſon lives on his particular Employment, he muſt raiſe or fall 
. the Prices of Things, as the Times go, and he can get Cuffomers; or 
 flaret, for want of Buſineſs. For which Reaſon, the Merchant and 
Trader can no more re-imburſe themſelves the Taxes they pay, by 
fair Dealing, than the Landed. Man can; it being out of the Power 
of all (without private Combinations) to {ell their Goods at their oww 
Price.” | N 74925 1512201 do ef H end a6 ales | 
This may help to make us ſee pretty diſtinctly, where the heavy A 
Wright of our Publick Taxes doth at preſent, or may hereafter fall; | 
Our Land-Tax and Wingow-Tax, are certainly particular Burthens on 
the Landed. Man, from which the Merchant and Trader may be faid to 
be free. But of all That, by much the greateſt Part of our Netenue, | 
which is collected by Cuſtoms and Exciſes, the Merchants, Traders | 
and others, their full Share, according to the Commodities they | #3 | 
conſume, with their Fellow-SubjeQs in the Landed Inte. That 
Part which is payed by the poor Labourer and Handy-Craft ſmanz\ is, ) 
indeed, partly repayed them, in the advanced Price of Labour; 
"Thoſe whom they ſerve, and who pay em Wages for their Service, 
{whether Gentlemen, Farmers, nale, Traders, or any elſe) are 
their Repayers. , But the Queſtion is, whether any Body repays 
"Theſe, and who? The only Anſwer to which is, That when Trade 
is good, and Commodities bear à good Price, the Buyer repays it. 
But when, by this advanced Price, our Neighbours are enabled to 22 / 
under ſell and get our Trade from us, the Burthen reverts on out 2 
own Shoulders.” 'The Merchant and Trader feel i; in the Failure 
of their Bufineſs ; the Farmer, in the /ozo Price of the Product of his 
Land; the Landlord, in the Fall of his Rents; the Poor, in their 
Starving Condition; our Landed Eſtates; in the prodigious Encreaſe X * 
of Poor Rates. And after our Taxes, and the pernicious and expenſive 
Manner in which they are now collected, ſhall have driven our Mer- 
chants from us, and diverted the Channel of Trade to other Nati- 
ons; then will come the dreadful Time, when the whole Burthen of 


wry 


F [f 5 1 80 5 2 ; 
F unable to-bear it: becauſe, tho high Taxes a7 drain it away by De-. 
1 h ne Lali, be tranſported 
- tothe other Side the 8 

From what. hath been ſaid, it ſeems very plain, that Taxes nike 
by Cuſtoms and Exciſes, are really payed by the Conſumers of the 

Commodities an which they are layed; except the Par, who not- 

withſtanding feel the Burthen in ſome Degree. Therefore, there is 

nathing which all Parties have ſo much Reaſon! to deſtre, as to ſee 
our Taxes taken off from Cammalities, by which TRADE will be 
ſet free from its preſent Iacumbrances; and layed directly on the 

. Subjefs, according to every one's, Abitity. In which Method, 

map be collected in the ſame Manner as the Land-Tax is at preſent 3, 

and not only the immense Expeace:.of maintaining ſo many Revenues 

_ Collefters, will be Javed to the 12 but the 4 ay bp now 905 
* ken hy every Dealer in caxed Goods, will be at an 

that. uſes to g to pay the Duty, will be free to* be ps out 

In.\cnoreaſing' Trade; and conſequently, the Advantages mention- 

ed, Which ate honeſtly taken. by every Hasler, to ſaverhimſclf harms 

Y Eis in chat Artiele, ſaved inche Confamer's Po 

the only Hardſhip. or Lacumbrance/ then remaining, will be, the 

Weight of tbr ar; which every one ought, not only to be content 

Wich, hut glad to bear, as the Wade of the Publick e be · 

cauſe he has what is of infinitely greater Value for his Money : W 

+ +; , heing the necdfary, Support of the Government, under. Which he is 
protected, is the eaſy Price he pays for the free Enjoyment of 10 
Religion, Liberty, Life and Property. 

We ſhall now proceed, hambly'to.propoſe. ome Aleretian in 

Method of collecting the Publick Revenue, in Imitation of That 

| the Great: Minifferrmentioned already 3 which, we hope, will free us 
from the Reil, at preſent complained. of, without bringing on any 

1 i0nes in their ſtead, which are comparable to them. 

-| After * Ximines on his Complaint. to the Queen, of. the . 
ons, Frauds and Diſorders cauled by the. Alcauala or Exciſe, had 
ceived Ordens to find out a N them for the future; he 
be 4 ſed to come from Biſcay, D. Lopez, a Perſon of great Skill in the 

— 17 Finances, and who had much Experience in the Levying of Mongy; 
with whom he contrived Means to xaiſe the Money in ſuch a N 1 
ner, that: the King's Revenue ſhould, not be diminiſhed, the Penſi 

and Salaries more regularly payed, and the People relieved. To effect 

This, they firſt cunted the Sum which came in clear, every Year, 

to the King: which they divided betwixt the Cities, Towns and Vil. 

dages, to be payed by each, according to its. ae Riches. and 

Trade. They appainted Rectivers in every City to collect the Tax, 

and make Remittances of the Money to the Treu, They Farm- 

eld the-extreordinory Tenth; which were taken on foreign Merchan- 

1 . . between the Citizens, to the ce hs 
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with Orders to pay tegularly the Penſions and Salaries due on 
chem. Hereby, all Proceſſes on this Account were put an End to, 
und this Source of /a//e Oaths, Vexations, and Frauds, was aboliſhed ; 


Which, days the Writer of bis Life, gained Ximines a thouſand Bleſ- 
- ſings of the People, who, being eaſed of the Expence and To 
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of this Method of Taxing, looked upon him as the Author of their * * 6 


Peace and Liberty. 


One Thing is obſervable, from the brief Account given of this Af. 


fair by this Writer, that the Alcavala was not perfectly aboliſhed ; as. 
we may conclude from the extraordinary Tenths which were till 
taken on Merchandizes and Sales, that were farmed to the Citizens 3 


Charge that neceſſarily attended the Collection by Officers; which: 
Remains became afterwards Means of reviving the 0d Yexations:' 
What confirms this, is, the Account Dr. Geddes gives in his Hifory: 
o the Wars of the Commons of Caſtile, which were ſtirted up by 
the pernicious Counſels and Avarice of Chevers, the favourite Mi- 
niſter of Charles V. within a few Years after Ximine;'s Death f 


which ſeems to have been done, to prevent the Vexations 5 A þ. 


where he tells us, that the City of Toledo, in her Letters, exhorted- 
the other Cities and great Towns, not to pay the Exci/es called Alca- 
walas *, And, in the Manifefo, ſoon after publiſhed by the JunT4s. 


to juſtify the taking up Arms; the Tenth Article demanded of the, 


King, was, That the Exciſes ſpould be reduced to the State they were in, 


at the Death of Queen Iſabella f. Which plainly ſhews the Truth 
of our Obſeryation ; and that the Race quickly began to re-aſſume 
its former Oppreſions, and was one of the chief Provocations to that 
unfortunate and ill-managed Var, the Miſcarriage of which, gave 
the finiſhing Blow to the Libertie of Spain. | 


The former Part of this Method of Taxing, giz. Dividing the. 
Maney neceſſary to- be raiſed, between the Cities, Towns and Villagen 
to be payed by each, 8 to its Greatneſs, Riches and Trade, 


(after which, it muſt of Neceſſity be ſubdivided by proper Perſons, 
and layed on every Iubabitant, according to his Ability) is certainly, 
the moſt natural and juff Way of Taxing, that can be eſtabliſhed in 
any Nation; and is ſo much the more deſirable. by a Free and Tra- 
ding People, as the moſt direct Way of impoſing it, is ſuch, as ſets 
Publick Liberty free from Danger, entails tio imperceptible After-In-, 
cumbrarices on Perſons, their Trade or Goods; but the whole Burthen 
reſts immediately on the Perſon and Eſtate that really pay it. 


I ſhall not take upon me to lay down any particular Method, 


which is moſt proper to be eſtabliſhed farther, towards the Collect - 
ing a Tax of this Kind; which is the proper Work of thoſe who 
have the greateſt Experience and Skill in the Levying of Pub- 
lick Money. But there cannot be much greater Difficulty in railing, 


the Annual Supplies, by a Tax on the Annual Income of the Subjects, 


* 


than hath been found to eſtabliſh any one of thoſe ſeveral Methods, 
of Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Land-Tax, Window-Tax, &c. now in Uſe 3 nor 


dee Miſcellan. Tracts, Vol. I. p. 230; + Ibid. p. 237. 
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near ſo much, as muſt needs have been to lay Taxes in ſo wany 4% 
Pirat Ways. For here, All will be founded on one Princip, which 
is certainly the moſt ju, and egua/ one; and may be raifed in one Me- 

thed, that may be made perſectly agreeable with the Liberty of the 


be Rated at an Over-Proportion to their Fellow. Subjects, it would 
be thoſe in the Landed Intereſt, becauſe the Income of a Landed 
1 ##ate is beſt known. In which Caſe, an Oath might be required of 
Traders, &c. to declare the 73arly Income of their Bufineſs ; and they 
1 - might be afterwards raiſed, or eaſed by Appeal, according as their Bu- 
i Aue ſhall appear to encreaſe or leſſen. 
| Aua, That the Taxing every one according to his early Income, is the 
p neareſt Rule that can be gone by, to meaſure his Hility, I believe, 
will be readily granted by all ; becauſe every one is able to enla 
_ his Tax, according as his Subſtance. encreaſes, without breaking in 
upon his E/ate or capital Stock This Principle is therefore, much 
more Jof than taxing the Subject according to his E 2s, Which 
is the Principle that Czſſom and Eæciſes are eſtabliſhed on ; which, 
/o Gio? in Reſpect to Commodities that are mere Implements of 
Enxury, may be ſaid to be a Tax on our /qxuries and extravagant 


" 


tze greateſt Part of ſuch Goods. 

Ibis is likewiſe a larger Fund to anſwer all the Neceſſities which 
the Government may, at any Time, lie under for Money, than that 

dn Which the publick Taxes are at preſent raiſed. It is large as the 

NM Revenue of the rohole Nation , and of every Perſon in it, let his In- 

come ariſe from Land, Trade, Mines, or any lucrative Bufineſs what- 

i ever. Whereas, raiſing them on Commodities, lays the Burthen as 

. as the Expences of Perſons of equal Efates are Jifferent ; 
which, befides the — pt, juſt now taken Notice of, on People 

who are obliged to ſpend p/entife/ly, muſt, of neceſſary conſequence, 

make the pub/ick Revere fail the ſooner, and force the Government 
tothe fatal Expedient of contracting national Debts. 

In Caſe ſuch a Method of Taxing was to be eſtabliſhed, jt might 
admit of ſome Doubt, whether it would be beſt to let the Tax 
arifing from the Jrtereft of Money, be payable to the Government, 
or the Debtar : I ſhould prefer the former, was it not that great dum: 


M charitable Livers, and on People of large Families, who 


{ 


e 
Sig as out expoling the Zed Cirrumftances of any one. And, if the Debr- 
1 - "or's Eltate, on which the Money was Tent by Way of Mortgage, or 


the yearly Gains of his Buſineſs were rated the ſame with his Neigh- 
pours, the Government would have Tax on the Intereſt that Way z 
for, it would otherwiſe be hard on a Perſon whoſe Lands are mort- 
5; or who to forced to errew Money 'to carry on Trad, - — 
| 46% rag R 0 5 
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Nation, and the Zateref of Trade. If 4 of Men would 


| 7 of Money lent to private People, would probably eſcape being taxed 
17 at all. Where f every Debra Was, by Lai: empowered ta 

LR Jed the Tax for his own Vie, yearly, when he payed the eg, , 

the Money borrowed, the Tax would certainly be levied, with- 


4 


Liver; yet, in Reſpect to thoſe Things which are Necgſſariei d 5 
Condeniencies of Life, are, properly ſpeaking, a Tax on our 1 oi 
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©” Aorced to pay Taxes equal with thoſe who have no fuch nem . 3 
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I To prevent any Objection that may be made to our Scheme, n 

2 Body of Men, as the preſent Collefors of our Cuſtom and Exciſe ＋ , 1 


| School-mafters, in Caſe the 


&c. another keeping his Coach; another wearing Feweli, &e. it 


the Honours and Diſtinctions of this Sort, due to our Nability, Cen. 
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Account of the Hardſhip it would be, to digband'at once, fo great 
Revenues; we would humbly propoſe the converting them into 6, 
Wia of Parliament ſhould think fit 
at the fame Time, to eftabliſh a Method of publick Inflrufion of 1B} 
YOU TH, like that which we have already proſumed to mentian. 
In which Way of Life, altho' their Income might not be quite ſo 
large, yet, as it would certainly be more hoxourable, attended with 
leſs Drudgery, they would be in a Way of doing more Gad, of 
ining greater Love of their Countrymen, and their Habitation 
ing more fixed than at preſent, they might withal, more generally 
enjoy Comforts of a matrimonial Life: We cannot but hope, they 
would, ina little Time, \thipk themſelves Gainers by the Change, 
and may even become Welbevifberr to the Propalal 
To canclude, Rules might-be taken more 2 and juſtly, from 
ſuch a Method of Taxing, than from any thing elſe that I can think - 
of, to regulate People's Expences,. and to confine the enormous Luxus 
ries of the Age, within ſome reaſonable Bounds. Were thoſe 
People, their Wives and Children; whoſe Jacome was not rated oen 
the Taxes, at ſa much a Year; prohibited wearing gilt; another 
keeping a Livery-Servant ; another ſtiling himſelf a G,, Z/quire, 


would go a Way towards helping us out of that Canan, 2 
we are at preſent fallen into in theſe Things; and, at once, reſtorg 


Merchants, and others of real Ability 5 and give 2 beautifu}.. 
ace of Ozconomy and Oraer to the State, In doing ſo, the LA | 
would, in ſome Meaſure, confine People to the Praftice of Hu- 


gality, and take it out of their Power to ſpend their Subſlance in A 
Yain y mimicking their Superiors, kat. 
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Thoſe by JvsTices, and the Danger ariſing ts dur Conſtitutiom 
from the large Encreaſe of Power, of late Dart, added to the late 1 
Ws — Sold by A. Bettefworth _ 0. ret Price "_ 55 
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